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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Bostonian 
Society was held in the Council Chamber of the Old 
State House, on Tuesday, January lo, 1893, at 3 p. m., 
the President, Mr. Curtis Guild, in the chair. 

The record of the last monthly meeting was read and 
approved. 

Thirty-eight candidates for admission to the Society 
were elected ; after which the President addressed the 
Society as follows : 

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS. 

Fellow Members : 

Local pride actuates us to a certain degree in carrying out, 
as far as lies in our power, the objects of the Bostonian Society : 
" To promote the study of the history of Boston and preserve 
its antiquities." 

We all know that the early history of Boston is an impor- 
tant chapter in the history of the founders of the Great Repub- 
lic, and the establishment of those principles of civil and 
religious liberty that we now enjoy. The preservation of 
such antiquities as can be preserved without materially inter- 
fering with the march of progress is of advantage, as has 
been frequently demonstrated, in keeping visible mementoes 
to perpetuate and emphasize important events that have 
influence upon the progress of the city or the nation. 
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As this Society increases in years, the importance of its 
.work and the influence it can exert become more evident. 
It is not only important that we may continually recall and 
keep alive the early history of Boston, and the events that 
occurred here leading to national independence, but the 
history subsequent to that event, down to our own times. 

A succeeding generation and future historians will be more 
or less grateful to us for the manner in which we may per- 
form our duty ta<lay, in the preservation of important 
records, mementoes, or history of the Boston of our own time, 
as well as that of our ancestors. As true Americans we all 
view with national pride the rapid advance in wealth, popula- 
tion and influence, in what are now great cities in different 
portions of the country, which, within the recollection of 
many of our members, were in their youth unknown, or, 
indeed, until within comparatively few years, whose sites 
were trackless forest or frontier settlements. 

It is our local pride, as Bostonians, to know, if we examine 
the history of our city, that her enterprise has not halted, nor 
the grand march of improvement ever paused. Her progress 
has been marked by increased population, territory, wealth 
and industry. Nor has the effect of this been confined within 
our own limits. Boston enterprise, energy and capital have 
made themselves felt advantageously even in remote portions 
of the country, in developing industries, encouraging mines, 
establishing factories, and opening railroad communication. 



BOSTON PAST AND PRESENT. 

A glance at Boston past and present may be of interest in 
this connection. 

One hundred years ago Boston contained 15,000 people, and 
its narrow lanes wound in and out among its hills, as indi- 
vidual fancy or the configuration of the ground dictated. The 
ten-mile circle around it may have held half as many more, 
who carried on what little traffic existed with the town over 
a single highway along the Neck, or across the water in boats. 
Fifty years later the same territory, which originally consti- 



tuted old Boston, boasted a population of nearly loo^ocx), and 
within a radius of ten miles from the Old State House clus- 
tered I70,(XX) inhabitants. 

To-day the territory which we term the Metropolitan dis- 
trict holds 850,000 souls. In the year ending September 30, 
1 87 1, the steam railroads brought into and carried out of 
Boston 17,000,000 passengers. Ten years later the same 
agencies carried 25,000,000. In the year which closed June 
30, 1891, the volume had swollen to 51,000,000. The travel 
had doubled in ten years. 

Similar extracts from the statistics of street railroad travel 
show that in the year 1871 the street railways within the ten- 
mile limit carried 34,000,000. In 1881 the numbers rose to 
68,000,000, and in 1891 they reached the grand total of 136,- 
000,000. In other words the traffic doubles in each decade. 

Taking the City Hall as a centre, it is found that all of the 
passenger stations come substantially within a circle having 
a radius of half a mile. There is no great American city in 
which the steam railway service approaches this in conven- 
ience. 

The Metropolitan district of Boston is formed of suburban 
districts which are, on the whole, not only without their coun- 
terparts in the neighborhood of other American cities, but 
are the nearest approximation which has been reached, on 
this continent at least, to the metropolis of the future — that 
is, a city closely built, and during the day-time densely popu- 
lated ; this surrounded by a semi-rural district, in which are 
the homes of those who work in the city, but who pass their 
nights, and whose families pass their lives, under the purer 
and healthier influences of the country. 

NEW TERRITORY. 

In one particular Boston has probably not been exceeded 
by any other American city. I refer to the making of new 
land. The old original pear-shaped peninsula of Boston, as 
presented by the ancient maps which we have in the topo- 
graphical collection of the Bostonian Society, has been vastly 
increased in size by '' made land," as is now seen in the great 
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territory known as the Back Bay district, also in the widening 
of what was formerly known as Boston Neck to many times 
its original width, the filling up of the ancient Mill Pond, 
South Cove, Atlantic Avenue, etc. But the municipality 
has also been largely increased by the annexation of South 
Boston in 1804, East Boston in 1830, Roxbury in 1867, 
Dorchester in 1869, Charlestown, Brighton and West Rox- 
bury in 1873. 

On all sides the city has grown enormously from the filling 
in of docks and coves and bays. A great amount of this kind 
of work has been done in the last half-century, and the fathers 
of the republic, if they were to come back to us, would be in 
despair to locate the coast lines of their day. Old sailors 
even of to-day speak of the time when they sailed up towards 
Dock square. 

ATLANTIC AVENUE. 

One of the most notable feats in the direction of making 
land, where there had heretofore been water, was the con- 
struction of Atlantic Avenue. This piece of work may justly 
be considered one of the proudest of our municipal achieve- 
ments. The younger generation of Bostonians can hardly 
form a conception of the topography of that section of the 
city, prior to the construction of this magnificent avenue. 
The possibilities of the situation in those days were seen by 
Josiah Quincy, to whom Boston is under a heavy load of grati- 
tude for his broad-minded policy in developing our local re- 
sources. In his day, the water came up to Commercial Street, 
and old pictures of Quincy Market represent it as having 
nothing but the roadway between it and the water's edge, at 
the head of old City Wharf. This wharf-property was pur- 
chased by Josiah Quincy, and it is said that his profits from 
the transaction amounted to a round half million. 

It puzzles strangers in these days, on being directed to Cen- 
tral Wharf, to find a solid business street designated by that 
name, with nothing to distinguish it from an up-town street. 
It was not so many years ago, however, that the block of 
stores so named was fianked by water. A man need not be 
beyond middle life to remember when vessels used to point 



their prows into the rear of the Custom House. At that 
time, from Lewis Wharf on Commercial Street, to the foot of 
Fort Hill, was water, into which ran enormously long wharves, 
now shorn of more than half their length by the construction 
of Atlantic Avenue. This thoroughfare was constructed be- 
tween the points just named, and dates back to the latter part 
of the sixties. The water between it and Commercial Street 
was filled in with gravel obtained from Fort Hill, and on the 
land so made, stand those great granite blocks on the far side 
of Commercial Street, and the multitude of buildings on State, 
Commerce, South Market and Clinton Streets. 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY. 

It will be seen at once that the enlarging of the business 
limits of the city by this amount of territory was one of the 
greatest strides in our commercial history. The new territory 
was at once utilized. Besides acquiring a vast amount of new 
land for building purposes, the city has now one of the finest 
marginal thoroughfares in the world. A hundred feet wide, 
Atlantic Avenue presents a scene of activity which is highly 
gratifying to local pride, and the innumerable wharves, 
stretching for hundreds of feet out into the harbor, are 
calculated to arrest the attention even of those persons who 
have been familiar with them all their lives. 

The old-fashioned three-masters, by means of which our 
commerce of former days was transacted, have in large meas- 
ure disappeared from our harbor, their place being supplied 
by great ocean steamers. Along the avenue one sees the 
piers, from which depart steamers for Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia, St. John, all points on the coast of Maine, 
Gloucester, Cape Cod, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Newport News, Norfolk, Savannah, and as far south as Ja- 
maica, to say nothing of those clearing for foreign ports. 

In old days Broad Street extended from its present ter- 
minus round to the foot of Summer Street. This was a great 
locality for the coal people, the Chapins and others being 
found here. This part of Broad Street is now included in 
Atlantic Avenue. The wharves are still in a measure utilized 
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It will be seen that Boston sells three times as much 

domestic wool as her nearest competitor, and more than the 

* 

four other markets of prominence combined. 

The three foreign wool markets of the United States are 
New York, Philadelphia and Boston. Boston stands at the 
head as a foreign wool market, both in the grand total and as 
a domestic wool market. 

BOSTON AS A SHIPPING PORT. 

While speaking of Boston's business, it is worthy of note 
that, as a shipping port, her progress has been noteworthy. 
It has been occasionally erroneously stated that the shipping 
interests of Boston are not so large as in the days of the East 
India trade. Now, although much of that trade may have 
left our port, our tonnage has been enormously increased 
during the past twenty-five years, and Boston has many lines 
of steamships plying between foreign and domestic ports! 
It must also be remembered that forty years ago vessels of 
700 or 800 tons were considered large ships ; but to-day 
steamships sailing from Boston carry 2,000 or 3,000 tons. 

Our export of cotton is very large. In 1870 there were 
only 2,000 bales of cotton shipped from this port, valued at 
$135,000. In 1881 the exports of cotton from Boston were 
valued at $7,268,000; in 1891, at $11,844,177. In 1850 the 
total exports from this port amounted to $7,000,000, and in 

1 88 1 to $72,000,000. According to statistics of Mr. William 
H. Lincoln, agent of the Leyland Line, we were sending from 
this port, in 1877, only two steamers per week to Europe ; in 

1882 the sailings numbered 208, an increase of over 100 per 
cent. But since 1882 the increase has been remarkable, as 
the sailings, as appointed from this port for last March, were 
at the rate of 420 sailings for the year. 

The imports for the period from 1864 to 1868 were $180,- 
000,000; and from 1887 to 1891, $325,000,000. 

boston's manufactures. 

Within the last six years Boston has advanced by leaps and 
bounds as a manufacturing centre. I cannot attempt, for it 
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tal, in conjunction with English funds, was what did it. Bos- 
ton men, among them Mr. Franklin Haven, were among the 
Directors, and ex-Governor Banks, of Massachusetts, resigned 
a responsible position on the road to take part in the war of 
the rebellion. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 
undoubtedly the finest piece of railroad property in the coun- 
try, owes its construction to Boston capital. The greatest 
step in the settling of the far West was taken when the Union 
Pacific Railroad was built. This was a Boston enterprise, 
and Boston has always retained its interest in the road. 

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa F6, the most gigantic rail- 
railroad system in the world, is another Boston scheme. 
Besides these roads can be mentioned the railroad properties 
built up by what is known as the Thayer-Merriam interest of 
this city. This interest includes some of the greatest capital- 
ists and best known business men in this part of the country. 
They own the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis, the 
Kansas City, Memphis & Birmingham, and several other 
properties in the Southwest, besides the Chicago and West 
Michigan, and the Detroit, Lansing and Northern railroads, 
in the State of Michigan. 

These are only a few of the railroads built and operated in 
the West with Boston money. 

boston's capital at the west. 

But it is not in the matter of railroads alone, that the West 
and the South are indebted to Boston. Industrial enterprises 
in both these sections have been put upon their feet largely 
by means of Boston capital. It would be interesting to know 
how many millions of money have flowed South from this 
city since the war, and especially in the last few years. With 
the aid of our money, the iron and steel manufacturers of the 
South have become formidable competitors of those of Penn- 
sylvania. For years the southern cotton crop has been moved 
by Boston money. 

As regards the West, space would fail me to mention the 
industrial achievements of Boston capital. The great stock- 
yards at Chicago, Kansas City, and other points, are Boston 
enterprises. The great Illinois Steel Works, with an author- 
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generally, are only a few of the people who every year depend 
on our money to conduct their business. In addition to these 
are our enormous railroad interests and our real estate in- 
vestments in all parts of the country. 

I mention these facts with regard to our city and her busi- 
ness men, not in any vain or boastful spirit, but to lay before 
the members of this Society the duty incumbent upon us, 
that as true and worthy citizens, it is not for us merely to 
point at what has been done, but to transmit the substantial 
results of the efforts of those who preceded us, augmented by 
our own labors, to those that shall come after us. 

INCREASE IN WEALTH* AND TERRITORY. 

There is no occasion for old Boston to boast of her boom- 
ing, or in these later days to specify any special period of 
boom, as is done by some newer cities. Boston is booming 
all the time. Let any one who has been absent a few years, 
or even a single year, return, and he will be surprised at the 
improvements that greet his eye on every side. 

He will find magnificent, great buildings, which are archi- 
tectural wonders in their way ; whole lines of new streets that 
were but a very short time since waste land, now covered with 
stately dwellings ; electric cars and electric lights ; a new 
Court House, State House, theatres ; and busy minds plan- 
ning a whole grand square for a new City Hall, and vast retail 
stores daily springing up, containing every conceivable article 
for household use. Great avenues, like Atlantic Avenue, 
Commonwealth Avenue, Federal, Pearl, Summer, and South 
and High Streets, also State, Kilby, Congress, and Broad 
Streets, with their almost interminable rows of lofty business 
structures and vast warehouses, have rapidly come up, and 
tell of the business of Boston, that pauses not, but continues 
onward in its steady march. 

This march must not be suffered to lag or halt ; and it is 
gratifying to note that our influential Boston newspapers 
appreciate this fact, as shown in their praiseworthy efforts 
to point out this city's advantages as a shipping port, the 
necessity of the best of freight communication with the West, 
and the need of increased steamship facilities. 
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NOMENCLATURE OF STREETS. 

The names of many of the streets of old Boston were odd 
enough ; some of them were named after streets and places 
in old England ; these, however, were promptly changed after 
the Revolutionary War to titles less obnoxious than those of 
royal flavor. Thus Queen Street became Court Street ; King 
Street, State Street ; but Ann Street, named after Queen 
Anne, held its title till 1854, when it was rechristened North 
Street ; and Hanover Street, called after the house of Hano- 
ver, still retains its title. Federal Street, before 1788, was 
called Long Lane ; Boylston Street used to be called Frog 
Lane ; Hawley Street was known as Broad Alley up to 1792 ; 
and Devonshire Street was known as Pudding Lane up to 
the close of the Revolution. Bowdoin Square and Street 
were named for Governor Bowdoin ; Hancock Street for 
Governor Hancock ; Leverett Street for Governor John 
Leverett ; and the names of many other streets were in honor 
of Governors of the State and Mayors of the city. Black- 
stone Street was named after the first settler of Boston ; 
Salem Street used to be Back Street ; Harrison Avenue, 
named for General Harrison, was formerly Front Street ; and 
Richmond Street, until 1 708, was Beer Lane. 

Names of the early dwellers in the west part of Boston 
(which used to be called New Fields, and which in the last 
century were pastures and open fields) were given to streets 
now occupying that locality — Allen, Bui finch, Lynde, Stan- 
iford and Chambers. Bulfinch, it will be remembered, was a 
celebrated architect, and designed the State House, old City 
Hall, Massachusetts General Hospital, old Federal Street 
Church, University Hall at Cambridge, and many other pub- 
lic and private buildings. Peter Chardon, a descendant of 
the Huguenots, built a house on the corner of the street 
now bearing his name. Joy Street was named after Dr. 
John Joy, who owned the estate extending between the pres- 
ent Joy and Walnut Streets ; that portion of the street on 
the slope from Mt. Vernon to Cambridge Streets was until 
about forty years ago known as Belknap Street, and in early 
days as Clapboard Alley, and was the chosen home of a large 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 



Hamilton A. Hill, in behalf of the Directors, 
nted their Annual Report (the* eleventh) and it 
^ accepted. 

M^K President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the 
Bostonian Society : 

Ten years ago, almost to a day, January 9, 1883, the first 
annual report of the Directors of the Bostonian Society was 
presented by our respected fellow-member, Mr. Thomas 
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The number of visitors to these Halls in 1892, who regis* 
tered their names, was 161I29. They have been classified as 
follows : 

From Boston 3»472 

From elsewhere in the United States, 11,96$ 
From foreign countries 692 



16,129 

Many more visitors came to these rooms than the registry 
indicates. Every State in the Union is said to be represented 
in the list, and several foreign countries. Strangers who 
come to Boston to quicken their historical impressions and 
inspirations, turn immediately and inevitably to those build- 
ings, which, more than any others, represent the patriotism 
and piety of the past : the Old State House, the Old South 
Meeting-house, and Faneuil Hall. May this valuable group 
of buildings be preserved, as the three now stand, for all time 
to come. 

The following papers were read at our monthly meetings : 

February 9 : " Picturesque Old Boston," by Mr. Frank H. 
Forbes. 

March 8 : " John Myles, and Religious Freedom in 
Massachusetts," by Mr. Thomas W. Bicknell. 

April 12: "Thomas Dudley, second Governor of Massa- 
chusetts," by Mr. Joseph B. Moors. 

May 10 : " The Boston ship Columbia, and the Discovery 
of Oregon," by the Rev. Edward G. Porter. 

October 11 : "James Otis and the Writs of Assistance," 
by the Hon. Mellen Chamberlain. 

November 15 : "The Life, Times and Character of the 
Rev. Thomas Foxcroft," by the Rev. Anson Titus. 
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annual meeting ; but early in the year the directors appointed 
a committee to superintend the preparation of a catalogue of 
our collections, including the articles belonging to the 
Society, and those which we hold on loan. Such a catalogue 
has long been needed, and the directors felt that its publica- 
tion should not be further postponed. The Clerk has been 
employed for several months in preparing the list, with such 
description of the articles, and biographical notices of those 
whose portraits we possess, as will make a pamphlet of about 
one hundred pages, uniform in size with the previous publi- 
cations of the Society. It is now in press and should be ready 
for distribution among the members in a few weeks. The 
Catalogue cannot fail to be of much value to the Society, not 
only as a guide to the thousands of strangers who visit these 
rooms, but as an encouragement to generous possessors of 
articles of historical interest, to place them in our keeping 
for preservation as well as for exhibition. The pamphlet has 
been prepared with so much care, and so much time and 
thought have been given to it, that it cannot fail to reflect 
credit upon the Society, as well as upon the Clerk, on whom, 
has devolved the great labor of its compilation. 

The Necrology of the year is as follows : 

Joseph Washington Clark, born in Easthampton, i6 Sep- 
tember, 1810, died in Boston, 3 January. 

William Willder Wheildon, born in Boston, 17 October, 1805, 
died in Concord, 7 January. 

Lorenzo Burge, born in Boston, 11 April, 18 18, died in Bos- 
ton, 8 January. 

Benjamin William Crowninshield, bom in Boston, 12 March, 
1837, died in Rome, Italy, i6 January. 

William Clarence Burrage, bom in Boston, 7 March, 185 1, 
died in Columbia, S. C, 20 January. 

Thomas Ricker Lambert, born in South Berwick, Me., 2 July, 
1809, died in Boston, 4 February. 
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Joseph Fennelly Ballister, born in Boston, 23 October, 18 19, 
died in Newton, 7 July. 

William Kilham Millar, bom in Boston, 30 August, 1845, 
died at Nantasket, 21 August. 

Arthur Gordon Tompkins, born in Boston, 11 April, 1847, 
died in Boston, 18 September. 

William Aspinwall, born in London, England, 16 February, 
1 8 19, died in Brookline, 25 October. 

William Rotch Robeson, born near Philadelphia, July 13, 
1 8 14, died in Boston, 6 November. 

Samuel Niles Dyer, bom in Boston, 4 September, 1835, died 
in Boston, 27 December. 



Messrs. Wheildon, Crowninshield, Burrage, Lanibert, Dorr, 
Lothrop, Moore, Ballister and Tompkins were life members. 

Many of those whose epitaphs, as it were, we now write, 
have contributed to the prosperity and the honor of this, the 
city of their habitation, by their industry, their probity and 
their public spirit. We cannot speak here of what they were 
as citizens of Boston, except in connection with their member- 
ship in this Society, and their interest in its work and wel- 
fare. Mr. Wheildon and Mr. Crowninshield have read papers 
here. Dr. Moore, although a resident of New York, was an 
authority on everything relating to the early history of 
Massachusetts and of Boston. He was deeply interested in 
the preservation of the Old State House, and he gave us two 
papers, which have been printed, and which add much to our 
knowledge of this building, and of that which preceded it on 
this site. He had been collecting material relating to the 
history of Boston Common, and was under a partial engage- 
ment to impart to us the results of his studies, whenever he 
should find time to put them in order for the purpose. Mr. 
Burrage was the faithful Clerk of the Society for nearly five 
years, and resigned when his failing health made it necessary 
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for him to seek a milder climate. The name of Professor 
Horsford will appear in the necrology of 1893, but it is proper 
to make mention of him to-day, while the impression of his 
recent death, and the sense of public loss, is fresh in the 
minds of all. The following quaint lines from an old Boston 
newspaper, the Centinel^ December 25, 18 19, may fitly close 
this brief mention of our departed members : 

Death is — what? 

A welcome friend, 
Whom God doth send 
Man^s grief to end ; 
Rude seems his blow 
In outward show ; 
Yet often sent 
Ills to prevent, 
And shield the good man in his tomb. 

From bitter foes, j 

And countless woes 

To come. ! 

By vote of the Directors, 

Respectfully submitted, 



Curtis Guild, 
Samuel H. Russell, 
Hamilton A. Hill, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 
John Lathrop, 
George O. Carpenter, 
William S. Appleton, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 
Jacob A. Dresser, 



Boston, January 10, 1893. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS. 

The Committee received an appropriation of ^300 for the 
year 1892, and expended ^187.75. A large part of this was 
used in procuring two new cases for the Representatives' 
Hall. The donations during the past year have equalled in 
number those of any recent year» and their importance will 
be understood by those who consult these halls for informa- 
tion concerning Old Boston. It is worthy of notice that the 
number of persons who resort to this building for historical 
information is steadily increasing. This is due to the increase 
of the Society's collections, by which students have access to 
valuable pictures, books and other authorities, in the prepar- 
ation of articles for the press, or in pursuit of their own 
studies. The pictures in possession of the Society, notably 
those belonging to the unrivalled Curtis collection of photo- 
graphs of Old Boston streets and buildings, are often sought 
for reproduction by representatives of the Boston press, in 
preparation of monographs of local history. These literary 
productions are of far more common occurrence than even 
five years ago, and indicate an interest in such subjects which 
is constantly increasing in the community, and which this 
Society ought, by all means in its power, to encourage and 
promote. All reasonable facilities are therefore given for the 
study and illustration of Boston's history, and in this way, if 
in no other, this Society deserves the support of the citizens 
of Boston, a support which the Committee on the Rooms is 
very happy to acknowledge. 

The old clock once belonging to the Rev. Mather Byles 
is now the property of the Society. It was originally loaned 
by the late T. O. H. P. Burnham, and after his death his 
Executor offered it to us at its appraised value, which was 
accepted. As the workmanship of the well-known Gawen 
Brown, the constructor of the Old South clock, and as the 
property of one of Boston's most original, witty and famous 
preachers, it properly belongs in the corner of our Council 
Chamber, where for so many years it has marked the time 
occupied by our learned and eloquent essayists. 
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The recent publication of the catalogue of the Society's 
collections makes it unnecessary to print the usual list of the 
accessions during the past year. At the same time it may be 
proper to mention a few important donations with more detail 
than was possible in a catalogue of our entire collection. 

His Honor, Mayor Matthews, a member of this Society, 
inaugurated his second term of office by sending us his en- 
graved portrait, to be placed in the collection of portraits of 
mayors of Boston, which this Society includes among its 
specialties, and from which no portrait of a mayor of Boston 
is lacking. 

A very interesting water-color view of the State House 
and Common is given by George H. Chickering, Esq. It was 
the work of George Harvey, an English artist, for whom Mr. 
Chickering says he was named, and was painted in the year 
1830. The fence inside the mall, there being another one 
outside, the slender trunks of the elms, now grown to what 
might be called, in comparison, gigantic proportions, the 
strange-looking dress of the ladies and gentlemen promenad- 
ing under the graceful elms, the ladies still maintaining the 
style of dress called after the Directory of France, or the 
beautiful and unfortunate leader of fashion, the Empress 
Josephine, the imposing figure of the State House crowning 
the picture, all painted in soft and natural tones, make this a 
welcome addition to our views of Old Boston. 

Equally interesting, though of different form and sub- 
stance, is the model of Daniel Webster's house at Marshfield, 
the gift of the widow of Mr. Webster's friend, the late Hon. 
Peter Harvey. The model, which is a faithful copy in minia- 
ture of the mansion, and is in a good state of preservation, 
was made by a local carpenter and presented to the Webster 
family during the life of the great statesman. After his 
death it was given, with many other souvenirs, by a member 
of the family, to Mr. Harvey. As the original house was 
destroyed by fire several years ago, Mrs. Harvey desires this 
model, which so well recalls the country home of the great 
" Expounder of the Constitution," to be preserved among the 
treasures of this Society, knowing that it will be carefully 
guarded front the attacl^s of curiosity or n^alice. 
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Governor Hancock is recalled by the gift of his lacquered 
snu£E-box, of which it may be truly said that " the scent of the 
roses clings round it still/' presented by Mrs. Richard Per- 
kins. It is the work of France, given probably by some 
admirer of the Governor among the officers who loaned their 
swords to this country in her hour of need, for it bears an 
inscription in the French language, explanatory of the pic- 
ture on the cover, Les trais passions de Vhomme^ " Man's 
three passions," — showing him, arrayed in military garb, in 
love's soft dalliance, in the act of drinking to the success of 
the united arms, and in throwing dice on the head of a snare 
drum to determine which of the combatants would win. 
Governor Hancock's widow gave this box to Mr. William 
Perkins, and his daughter-in-law presents it to this Society, to 
be kept with the other relics of the first Governor under the 
Constitution. 

At the same time Mrs. Mary Sheafe Israel contributed a 
photograph of the impression of Governor Hancock's seal, en- 
larged. The seal represents Cupid plucking a heart from a 
bush of thorns, and has the appropriate motto surrounding it 
in old French, " Nul plasire sans peine," "No pleasure with- 
out pain." It is not known how long this seal had been in 
possession of the Hancock family. The Heraldic Journal^ 
speaking of the Hancock arms, in which, however, the motto 
on this seal does not occur, says that there is no reason to 
imagine that the arms had been used by any of the family in 
this country until the generation in which the bearer of the 
name had made it conspicuous. 

Still another relic of that family comes to us from Mr. 
Franklin Hancock, from whom we have received already so 
many valuable gifts. It is a silver pepper-box, over one hun- 
dred and fifty years old, marked on the bottom with the 
initials, "L. H." It was the property of Lydia Henchman, 
the wife of John Hancock's uncle Thomas, who built the 
Hancock House. All these souvenirs have been placed in 
the Hancock case. 

Another silver snuff-box was the property of a well-known 
citizen of Charlestown, the late Thomas Miller, who was 
bom in 1747, and was for more than forty-five years a deacon 
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of the First Church of that city. Mr. Caleb Symmes, of Lan- 
caster, Mass., presented it to us through Mr. James F. 
Hunnewell. 

Mrs. John Gilbert, widow of the well-known actor of that 
name, asked our acceptance of lithographs of Charlotte Cush- 
man in middle life, of William Creswick as " Claude Mel- 
notte," and of James E. Murdoch as '' Hamlet," the latter two 
with autographs. Mr. Creswick was an Englishman, whose 
name first appears in '' London Assurance," at the Tremont 
Theatre, in December, 1841. He was a melodramatic actor 
of some repute, for many years on the Boston stage. The 
early portrait of Miss Cushman has been reproduced in dra- 
matic volumes, notably in the sketch of her life in the 
"American Actor" series. 

Our fellow-member, Mr. Horace P. Chandler, gave us a 
photograph of the library of Governor Andrew, in his house 
in Charles street, no longer in possession of his family. Mr. 
Chandler accompanies his gift with a description of this 
historic room and its contents, from which I quote : 

" Among the things of interest in this room are, a rifle 
carried by one of John Brown's men at Harper's Ferry, one 
carried by the Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers during 
all their campaigns, and one carried by the Fifty-fifth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers (colored) ; the pistol worn by John Brown 
at Harper's Ferry ; a Confederate flag captured at Roanoke 
Island; a picture of the birthplace of Governor Andrew, 
painted by Ordway ; a lock of hair of George Washington ; 
the original of the last order given by Robert E. Lee to his 
army, and signed by himself ; and a chair which once belonged 
to Peregrine White. General Lee's parting order is dated, 
'Headquarters Army of North Virginia, loth April, 1865,' 
and has the following endorsement on the back of it, ' Hd. 
Q., City Point, Va., May i, 1865. Respectfully forwarded to 
his Excellency Gov. John A. Andrew. Chas. S. Russell, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. and Col. 28th U. S. C. Troops, Comm'd'g 
Post.' The frame in the middle of the mantel contains a 
letter of General Washington, dated 'Phila., May 16, 1775.'" 

It is natural that relics of the war of the rebellion, brought 
home by Boston men, should find their way to our collections. 
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like the swords and cannon balls of the Revolution. Mr. 
Joseph H. Wellman, a member of the Society, preserved, and 
finally committed to our charge, a copy of the " Stars and 
Stripes/' a newspaper of very modest dimensions, printed on 
a rough scrap of wall paper, at Thibodeau;c, La., on the 24th 
of February, 1863. Mrs. William W. Clapp has given us a 
lithograph portrait of the late Thomas E. Chickering, in uni- 
form as the Colonel of the 41st Regiment Mass. Volunteers. 
Mr. Luke J. Page contributes a shell fired at the Union forces 
at Washington, N. C, April 2, 1863 ; it was picked up and 
sent home by his brother, Albert K. Page, of the 44th Regi- 
ment. Mr. Page also gave us a model of the *' Old Elm,*' 
very curiously made from wood of the tree itself, after the 
fatal storm of Feb. 15, 1876. Dr. Vincent Y. Bowditch gives 
us a photograph of the tree in its unharmed condition, taken 
before the first storm which disfigured it, June 29, i860. 
Lieut. Henry W. Gore, of the 33d Reg. Mass. Vols., has 
placed in one of the cases a large gold locket, picked up on 
the battlefield of Bull Run in the fall of 1862. This locket 
contains two portraits, presumably of the parents of the 
soldier who lost it in that battle. 

It is very fitting that the case containing the uniform, 
books, and camp utensils of the New England Guards, should 
possess the framed photograph of the late Capt. J. Putnam 
Bradlee, long the commander of that corps, given by his 
sister. Miss Helen C. Bradlee. Other portraits, of various 
kinds of workmanship, are of the Rev. Thomas Paul, the first 
colored preacher of Boston, from Dr. Charles E. Clark ; a 
bronze medal with portrait bust of George Peabody, the 
banker and philanthropist, from Dr. Samuel A. Green ; a 
lithograph of Jonas Chickering, the first manufacturer of the 
piano-forte in America, from his son, George H. Chickering ; 
a photograph of Moses Grant, a member of the ** Boston Tea- 
party," and deacon of Brattle Street Church from 1792 to 
181 7, given by a descendant ; a daguerreotype of Thomas G. 
Appleton, taken in Paris in the early days of that art, from 
Nathan Appleton; an India-proof of the photogravure of 
Parker's copy of Stuart's portrait of John Adams, from the 
artist, A. W. Elson ; a framed photograph of the Rev. Eph- 
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raim Peabody, minister of King's Chapel from 1846 to 1856, 
from Nathan Appleton ; a cabinet-size card containing nearly 
fifty miniature photograph heads of George Francis Train, 
also from Capt. Appleton ; a steel portrait of the late Hon. 
Arthur W. Austin, Collector of the Port, and a photograph 
of his father, William Austin, the author of the story, better 
known fifty years ago than now, '' Peter Rugg, the Missing 
Man," both given by Mr. Jonathan French. 

Mr. Henry P. Curtis, to whom we are indebted for the 
collection of photographs of old buildings, in the upper story, 
has again remembered us in contributing a memento of the 
reunion of the Grand Army of the Republic here in 1890, 
photographs of several old buildings, mostly at the North 
End, marked by suitable inscriptions and decorated for that 
occasion. Among them are the Gallop house, built in 1724, 
the stafE headquarters of General Gage during the battle of 
Bunker Hill ; the house of Paul Revere, in North Square ; 
the British barracks, in Union Street ; the British hospital, 
on the corner of Hanover and Prince Streets ; Hull Street, 
looking towards Christ Church, showing the residence of 
Hartt, who built the " Constitution ; " the Stoddard house, in 
Prince Street, where Major Pitcairn is said to have died of 
wounds received at the battle of Bunker Hill ; the rear of the 
Wells house, Nos. 115-21 Salem Street, "the largest and 
most complete example, both in front and rear, of a wooden 
dwelling of the seventeenth century, remaining in Boston." 
This house, according to Porter (" Rambles in Old Boston "), 
was probably built as early as 1680, and it is believed that 
here the Baptists held their secret meetings before their pub- 
lic recognition ; Atwood's oyster house, on the corner of 
Union and Marshall Streets, where in 1769 Benjamin Thomp- 
son, afterward Count Rumford, began an apprenticeship to 
Hopestill Capen, a well-known dry goods dealer of that day. 

A cup and saucer, part of a complete dinner set taken 
from the British by General Stark's forces at Bennington, and 
given to Capt. Thomas Hotchkiss, of Boston, of the American 
forces, have been presented by Mrs. A. O. Walker, whose 
interest in our Society is not diminished by a residence in 
Dubuque, Iowa. Not intrinsically valuable in itself, except 
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as made from wood of the " Constitution/* but a receptacle 
for valuables, is a coffin-shaped box, made in 1841 for Mrs. 
Harriet Cox Lewis ; it is ornamented with two silver plates, 
one inscribed, " Harriet C. T. Lewis. Haec olim memimsse 
juvabiL Boston, July 4, 1841." The inscription surrounds 
the figure of a Uveret^ — Mrs. Lewis being a descendant of 
Governor Leverett The other is more like a coffin-plate, 
with a skull and cross-bones at top and bottom, with the 
name of Mrs. Lewis's mother, "Susanna Hickling, Boston, 
Jan. 31, 1762." This is given by their descendants, Joseph 
and Susanna Willard, who can only account for the peculiar 
shape and funereal decorations of the box, by supposing that 
it was intended thereby to terrify inquisitive domestics and 
thus prevent them from examining its contents. 

Besides the water-color view of the Common already 
mentioned, the Society has received other works of art during 
the past year. The Committee purchased an exceptionally fine 
engraving of West's painting, " The Death of General Wolfe 
before Quebec," executed by WooUett, the royal engraver, 
from the original in the possession of Lord Grosvenor. This 
work is interesting, besides its subject, as being the first in 
which the classic drapery was discarded for the uniform of 
the day. An anonymous friend ofiFers an oil painting of 
"Boston Outer Light," the pleasing composition of Miss M. 
S. Goodale ; " Old and New Boston," a framed photograph, 
giving a very striking example of the old and new city, in the 
Old State House overtopped by the Ames and Sears buildings, 
is the gift of Mr. John Hastings. After striking the gold 
medal given by the city authorities to the late George WiUiam 
Curtis, who had declined any pecuniary remuneration for his 
oration on Wendell Phillips in 1884, Mr. Henry Guild made 
a silver fac-simile of it, which he has presented to the Society. 
He is also the medium through which Mrs. P. S. Canfield, a 
daughter of the late Governor Lincoln, has given to us an oil 
portrait by Lane, of Gloucester, representing the arrival in Bos- 
ton of the "Unicom," the first steamship of the Cunard line 
to enter this port, which occurred on the third of June, 184a 
In the foreground is the revenue cutter " Hamilton," gaily 
decorated in honor of the event. The "Hamilton" was 
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commanded by Capt. Josiah Sturgis, for whom the picture 
was painted, and who presented it to Governor Lincoln, Col- 
lector of the Port. 

Among the loans of the past year may be mentioned a 
mantel-piece, from the historic Holmes mansion in Cam- 
bridge, the birthplace of Oliver Wendell Holmes, placed here 
by Dr. Vincent Y. Bowditch ; a pint glass bottle, dug up while 
dredging was going on for State Street block ; it has the name 
" B. Faneul, Esq., 1744." Benjamin Faneuil was a brother 
of Peter, the donor to the town of Faneuil Hall, and was one 
of the first vestrymen of Trinity Church. Mr. Charles B. 
Cory is the owner of the bottle, as well as of a mirror, now in 
the Clerk's office, which has an illustrious history. It was a 
wedding gift to the grandmother of Mr. Cory, from her grand- 
mother, a direct descendant of George Soule, one of the 
passengers of the " Mayflower." Tradition asserts that the 
mirror was brought over in that vessel. If so, it must have 
been made in Venice, where alone mirrors were made previous 
to 1620. 

The Committee are happy to acknowledge the gift of 
a daily copy of the Herald and Journal^ and of the weekly 
Saturday Evening Gazette. The articles which frequently 
appear in these papers relating to the history of Old Boston 
are preserved in our scrap-books, and are thus at the service 
of members of the Society and of the public. 

At the regular meeting of the Society in October last, the 
Hon. Mellen Chamberlain made an address on James Otis 
and the Writs of Assistance, of which the following is a brief 
abstract : 

In this apartment, full of historic memories, occurred an 
event in February, 1761, which was one of the most important 
in our history. Ever since the first occupation of this site 
for public purposes by the Boston Puritans in the middle of 
the seventeenth century, it has witnessed many interesting 
local events ; for from this grand old building, erected in 
171 1, or from that of its predecessor looking down into the 
Puritan forum, has been seen the action of the people on the 
overthrow of dynasties, the changes of government, the con- 
fiict with the royal troops, the proclamation of independence, 
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and of the formation of the constitution of the United States. 
And in this room where we are now sitting, before the 
Superior Court, James Otis, Jr., made his great argument 
against granting Writs of Assistance. This writ was merely 
a legal instrument for collecting duties ; but Otis seized the 
opportunity to arraign the imperial commercial system of 
Great Britain, so far as it affected the colonies. 

When Rome sent out colonies, her laws and her system 
of administration followed them, and they became parts of 
the empire. So firmly were they united to the central govern- 
ment that a wound at the circumference was felt at the 
centre, and when the centre became corrupt the whole empire 
fell into disorder. 

This was the policy of the Latin nations, France, Spain 
and Portugal. Not so with the British nation. That nation 
followed the Greek policy in allowing their people to form 
colonies from which no allegiance was claimed other than 
the affection which they bore their native land and its insti- 
tutions. • 

Before 1660 the English colonies enjoyed substantial 
freedom from British control, and pursued their interests as 
those might appear. At that time a change was brought 
about at the instigation, it is said, of an American, George 
Downing, afterward Sir George Downing, a graduate of the 
first class of Harvard College, a man of unsavory memory, 
who, at some real or fancied slight received while ambassa- 
dor at Holland, on his return to London persuaded the 
government to enact the first navigation law, designed to 
transfer the Dutch commerce to England. This policy was 
renewed upon the restoration of Charles H, in 1660, by a 
series of navigation laws, and acts for their enforcement, by 
which the commerce of the colonies was to be engrossed 
by English merchants. This policy, known as the Mercantile 
System, continued down to the Revolution, producing irrita- 
tion, uncertainty and loss to the colonial merchants by its 
intermittent enforcement. On the destruction of the French 
power in America by the fall of Quebec in 1759, and in 
consequence of the expenses incident to military operations, 
the British government thought it necessary to make what 
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had hitherto been a mercantile policy an imperial revenue 
policy. 

All through the period from 1660 to the inauguration 
of the new policy, smuggling had been a common affair, 
engaged in by merchants of the highest character, and 
thought to be in every respect a reputable business. Some 
of the largest Boston fortunes were built up in this way. 
For example : 

A vessel would bring into the port of Boston seventy 
pipes of Madeira wine. When the revenue officer came on 
board he was invited into the cabin, handsomely treated by 
the captain, and on expressing satisfaction with the quality 
of the Madeira, was asked : 

" Where shall I send you a cask of it ? And, by the 
way," would be added, "you have come to take the bill of 
lading, which is twenty pipes of Madeira." And so the matter 
would be adjusted to the entire satisfaction of the importing 
merchant, but with a loss to the revenue. But this was 
changed when the revenue officer, under the new system, 
refusing the proffered hospitality and bribe, informed the 
Captain that he intended to make a full examination of the 
cargo and get a complete account. 

''You do, do you? We'll seel" exclaimed the captain, 
springing to the cabin door and locking the revenue officer 
in. Then calling all hands, the vessel would be unloaded 
save the customary twenty pipes, and the officer released 
from confinement. 

This state of facts made legal proceedings necessary. But 
an ordinary search warrant was granted only in open court 
with a specification of the goods and the particular place 
where they were supposed to be concealed. The publicity of 
this transaction made it possible to remove the goods from 
one apartment, say at No. 10 Griffin's wharf, to No. 1 1, so 
that when the revenue officer arrived with his warrant to 
seize the goods, lo I he did not find them. Even if he had 
seen the articles through the chinks of the planks dividing 
the apartments, he could not touch them without a new 
warrant. And this process might be indefinitely repeated 
with the same result. 
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bdongin^ to ihat c^ass of wanants whkh created so great a 
commotioa in Wilkes*s tiiae» was ciZed a Writ of Assistance* 
and it was in opposiiiDa to the granting of this formidable 
writ by the Scperior Cocrt, sitting in this room, then the 
Council CThamber, that James Otis made hb memorable argu- 
ment, which was the first serious attack against the English 
imperial system, and one of the most effectiTe of those causes 
which brought on the Rerolutioa. Departing from the strict 
requirements of his cause, Otis reviewed the colonial policy 
of all nations, esperially that of Great Britain, and showed 
how disastrously this attempt at its enforconent, by Writs of 
Assistance, would affect colonial prosperity. This was nearly 
three years before Patrick Henry, in arguing the famous 
Fkrsons cause, by a similar line of argument, prepared the 
Virginia mind to that open resistance which simultaneously 
broke out against the Stamp Act in 1765, both in Northern 
and Southern colonies. 

It was in this room, then, that at the instigation of 
the colonial merchants, organized opposition to the newly* 
designed enforcement of an imperial policy b^;an. John 
Adams, who was present at the hearing as a recently-admitted 
member of the bar, took notes of Otis's argument, which 
afterwards, at the age of eighty-three, he expanded into 
the fullest account we have of it. He also described the 
room, the scene and the transaction, with an exuberance of 
imagination which recalls Macaulay's more famous, but not 
worthy to be better known, description of the trial of 
Warren Hastings. 

Our public historic buildings are few, but more than those 
of any other city in the country. We have the Old South, 
Faneuil Hall, and this venerable Old State House, in which, 

in this very room where we a =**— er the memorable events 

I have touched upon took | independence was 

bom." With what other ro ^mpared ? With 

the Representatives' Hall -^hich John 
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Quincy Adams rendered the most important service of his 
long public life — the defence of the right of petition ; or 
that chamber at the other end of the Capitol, in which 
Webster defended the Constitution of the United States ; or 
that crypt in the basement^ where Marshall, at the head of 
the Supreme Court, rendered those decisions which changed 
the loosely confederated government into a national one ; or 
that chamber of the old State House at Philadelphia, in which 
the Constitution of the United Stated was framed ; or that in 
the same building where Independence was declared ; or 
Carpenter's Hall in the same city, where the first Conti- 
nental Congress assembled ; or Federal Hall in New York 
city — which New York, having suffered it to be destroyed, 
would now gladly restore at any cost — on the balcony of 
which Washington stood when he took his oath as President 
of the United States ? 

The answer to such questions by the citizens of different 
communities would doubtless be influenced by local pride ; 
but I think we may be assured that the Old State House, 
which contains this memorable room, will be preserved as 
long as brick and mortar adhere, and a patriotic sentiment 
inspires the hearts of our people I 

In accepting a cordial vote of thanks at the conclusion of 
his address, Judge Chamberlain alluded to the fact that no 
reference to Otis' s argument was to be seen in the Council 
Chamber, and suggested that some printed tablet should call 
the visitors' attention to the memorable event of which this 
room was the scene. The Committee on the Rooms, to 
whom the subject was referred with full powers, have accord- 
ingly recast the tablets hitherto standing in the two halls, so 
that they will read as follows : 

THIS IS THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

the seat of the Vice-regal Government tmder the Crown during a 
part of the Provincial Period. Here, in the early time, assembled 
the Honorable Council, composed of twenty-eight citizens, who 
formed the upper House of the Great and General Court In this 
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Hill. Here, when this building was occupied by the municipality 
as a City Hall in 1830, were held the Sessions of the Common 
Council. 

The Committee cannot believe that the city will ever per- 
mit the destruction of a building so fraught with historic 
associations as the Old State House of Boston. 



For the Committee, 



S. Arthur Bent, 

CUrk, 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 

LIBRARY. 

The whole number of volumes given to the Society during 
the past year was 41, of pamphlets tj, A detailed statement 
of the donors, and the number contributed by each wUl be 
printed with the proceedings.* The Committee received from 
the Directors an appropriation of {100 and expended ^37. 50, 
most of it for the very valuable volume of the Centennial 
Celebration in New York of Washington's Inauguration to 
the Presidency. Lack of room prevents the Committee from 
making such an addition to the Society's Library as would 
otherwise be desirable; nevertheless it receives with grati- 
tude such contributions to Boston's History and Biography 
as members and friends of the Society may from time to 
time bestow. 

For the Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, Clerk. 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY COLLECTION, 

1892. 



American Historical Association 

Angell, George T 

Appleton, Nathan 

Bent, S. Arthur 

Bicknell, Thomas W 

Boston Chamber of Commerce .... 

Brown, Francis H. 

Buffalo Historical Society 

Burlington (Vt) Ladies' Soc. Unitarian Church 
Chamberlain, Mellen ..... 

Chandler, Horace P. 

Chester, Walstein R. 

Crane, C. B 

Dedham Historical Society .... 

Dexter, Morton 

Eustis, William Tracy 

Fearing, A. C, Jr. 

First Corps of Cadets 

Folsom, Albert A 

French, Jonathan 

Green, Samuel A 

Harvard University 

Hassam, John T 

Hill, Hamilton A 

Hunnewell, James F. 

Hyde Park Historical Society . . . . 

Israel, Mrs. Mary S 

Jackson, William 

Locke, S. D 

Lodge, Henry Cabot 

Lunt, William P 

Maginnis, Thomas 

Marvin, William T. R. 
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DONOI 



Number brought forward^ . 

Massachusetts Humane Society 

May, Samuel 

Mitchell, Bessie M 

Museum of Fine Arts . . . . 
New England HistorioGenealogical Soc. . 
New England Society in New York . 
New York Sons of Revolution 
New York Typothetse . . . . 
Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society 

Paige, John C 

Peabody Institute, Danvers 
Peabody Institute, Peabody 

Phelps, Arthur D 

Philadelphia Numis. and Antiq. Society 

Porter, Edward G 

Pulsifer, William H 

Purchased 

Reynolds, Walter H 

Russell, Samuel H 

Salem Press 

Springfield Library Association . 

Steams, Charles H 

Taunton Public Library . . . . 

Thayer, David 

Trustees of Public Reservations 
Western Reserve Historical Society . 
Wetherbee, Wintfarop . . . . 

Whitney, James L. 

Winsor, Justin 

Wisconsin Historical 
Yale University . 

Totals / 
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presented his Annual Report, which was 
''ered to be placed on file. The statement 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Micah Dyer, Jr., for the Nominating Committee, 
reported a list of candidates for Directors and Clerk and 
Treasurer. 

Voted, To accept the report and discharge the Committee. 

Voted, To lay the report upon the table. 

Voted, That when the Society adjourn it be to the Second 
Tuesday of February. 

Voted, To adjourn. 

The Society met, according to adjournment, on Tuesday, 
February 14, at 3 p. m., the President in the chair. The rec- 
ord of the last meeting was read by the Clerk and approved. 

Voted, To take from the table the report of the Nomi- 
nating Committee. 

A ballot being ordered, the following were declared to be 
duly elected : — 

For Clerk and Treasurer. 
Samuel Arthur Bent. 



Directors. 



Curtis Guild. 
Samuel H. Russell, 
Hamilton A. Hill. 
Joshua P. Bodpish. 



John Lathrop. 
George O. Carpenter. 
William S. Appleton. 
Benjamin C. Clark. 



Jacob A. Dresser. 

After a paper on the " Boston Post Office before the Revo 
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S. Arthur Bent, Clerk, 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTOJ^, 
AHD THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It shall be the duty of members, so far as it may be in their power, to 
carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or purchase* 
books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means as may 
from time to time seem expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either 
resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and 
accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors, be 
elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting. 

III. 

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the Direc- 
tors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members present 
and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society, but shall 
not be entitled to vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS. 

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his admission, and ^\^ 
dollars each first of January afterwards, into the treasury of the Society for 
its general purposes ; but if any member shall neglect to pay his admission 
fee or annual assessment, for three months after the same is due, he shall 
be liable to forfeit his membership at any time when the Directors shall so 
order. 

The payment of the sum of twenty-five dollars in any one year by ?" 
member of the Society shall constitute him a life member of the Soc' 
life members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the r 
and privileges of annual members. The money received for such life i 
berships shall constitute a fiind, of which not more than twenty per 
together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year. 



CERTIFICATBS. 

Certificates signed b^ the Praident and countenigned by tbe Treasurer, 
shall be issoed to all penons who have becrane life members of the Sodetr- 



Tbe aonual meetiiig of tbe Sodetjr shall be held on the second Tuesday 
in JaniKU7, and i^olar roeedi^ sbaD be held on the second Tuesday of 
every mootfa, excepting July, Almost, and September, at sndi time and 
place as the DirectcKs shall ^tpoint. Special meetii^ shall be called by 
the Clerk, under the instiDction of the Directors. 

At aQ meetings ten members sbaD be a qoormn for business. All Com- 
mittees sball be ^>poiated by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered. 



The officcR of tbe Society shall be nine Diiectors, a President, a Clerk, 
and a Treasurer. Tbe EHi«:ton, Cleik and Treasurer, shall be chosen by 
baCot at tbe annual meetii^ in January, and shall hold office for one year, 
and untQ others axe duly chosen and qualiSed in tbeir stead- 

Tbe President shaD be chosen by the Board of E>irecton, from tbeir 
number, at tbeir first meeiiiig afto- dection, or at any adjournment thereof- 

Tfae aSces of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by tbe same person. 
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X. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. 

The President, or in his absence, one of the Directors, shall preside at all 
meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a President 
pro tempore shall be chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES OF THE CLERK. 

The Clerk shall be sworn to the £uthful discharge of his duties. 

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact 
record of all the proceedings of the Society at its meetings. 

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place 
on file all letters received. 

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for the 
purpose, and issue certificates of life membership. 

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the 
Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of 
Directors. 

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and accepted 
in behalf of the Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all 
bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors. 

He shall keep a full account of receipts and expenditures in a book 
belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of 
the Directors; and at the annual meeting in January, he shall make a 
written report of all his doings for the year preceding. 

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with 
one surety, for the £&ithful discharge of his duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS. 

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and executive 
business of the Society; shall authorize all expenditures of money; ^^ 'If 
salaries ; provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resif 
forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-laws are du 
with. 

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the temu 
of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the Citv of Bo 
make all necessary rules and regulations requir 'm 
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XVII, 

ANKNOMKVT TO BV-LAWS. 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Bostonian Society 
was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State House, 
on Tuesday, January 9, 1894, at 3 P. M., the President, 
Mr. Curtis Guild, in the chair. 

The record of the last monthly meeting was read by the 
Clerk and approved. 

The candidates recommended by the Directors were elected 
to membership in the Society, after which the President 
addressed the Society as follows : 

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS. 

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society : 

The events of each succeeding year emphasize the import- 
ance of the duty of this Society in carrying out the objects 
for which it was formed, "To promote the study of the history 
of Boston and to preserve its antiquities." 

r of the city we must be 
)rganizations like this can 
historian, and how much 
might have been of what 
liad there been similar or- 
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ed that sixty or seventy 
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Mr. Webster's speech on President Jackson's protest. A 
paragraph in fine type near it gives the following account of 
the newspaper enterprise of the period : " We received the 
National Intelligencer^ containing the speech of Mr. Webster, 
at 5 o'clock yesterday afternoon. About one-half of it ap- 
peared in our columns to-day." The remainder was given 
the next day. Not a word further of editorial or other com- 
ment is given. Of course the paper of to-day would have 
printed the speech entire the day of its delivery, and two or 
three columns of comment, editorial and explanatory remarks, 

in addition. 

I 

A MEAGRE RECORD. 

Apropos to the prominence given to interesting events 
to-day as compared with then, I may cite the following 
paragraph from the same issue of the 1834 paper: 

"Miss Fanny Kemble was led to the altar on Saturday 
morning, and changed her name to Mrs. Pierce Butler. The 
ceremony took place at Christ Church, Philadelphia, the 
service being read by the venerable Bishop White." 

Here was all that was said about the most celebrated and 
accomplished, as well as most attractive actress of the time. 
Let us suppose the event to have taken place to-day. Does 
any one doubt that we should have had the entire pedigree 
of the family from Roger Kemble down, a sketch of the life 
of the actress, her first appearance, her career, how and when 
she met her affianced, a description of the wedding, her 
trousseau and, perhaps, even one of those truly denominated 
counterfeit presentments, miscalled portraits, which make the 
thoughtless laugh and the judicious grieve to contemplate .' 

In the next day's issue we have the news from Europe, one 
month later, and included in a space of little over forty 
lines. Of the very little local news is an announcement that 
a meeting is to be held to take into consideration the condi- 
tion of the exiled Poles ; a report of twenty or thirty lines of 
the proceedings of the city government, including such im- 
portant matter as appointing Aldermen Dunham and Ellis a 
committee to consider the subject of cows running at large 
on the Neck lands. It was not until Thursday of the week 



that the editor seems (itrly to have got to work, for then, for 
the first tJiBC during the week, appeared two or three short 
editorials; indeed, the long congressional speeches having 
been eifaaosted. it iq>pears that something had to be dooc. 
Oae of these articles is upon the "President's Inconsisteacy," 
another upon the " Celebration of the Approaching Natioaal 
Independeocc," by the Whig party, and a third is npoo the 
" Message of the Governor of New Hampshire." A committee 
of relief for the exiled Poles had been appointed, among 
which I note the names of Lemuel Shaw, our well knows 
Chi^ Jostii^ Maj. Ben. Russell, Robert G. Shaw the distin- 
guished merchant, Moses Grant, A. H. Everett, R F. Hallett, 
Geoi^e S, Hillard, George Hallett and others. 

Indeed the absence of that vast amount of infancaix« 
given by the newspaper of to-day is not only coaspKurjju 
but vexatious, especially to the historian who seeks for a 
record of matters which in their day were of importance, 
but which the journalist passed over with but slight Cjta- 
ment, and as possessing comparatively little interest. 

From the reading matter we turn to the advertisemenit. 

indicators of the customs and the progress of the times &T,{j 
methods of doing business, and showing who were the ratr- 
chants, traders and business men of the time. Of the txavcl 
lines, we &Dd the steamers President and Franklin adver>i>,t::o 
to leave Providence for New York every other day, " fare f/" 
and found." Providence was reached by stage coaches from 
Boston. For Portland, the steamers Chancellor Livingbtoiic 
and McDonough were advertised, "fare jjand found," 'yi^t-r, 
comes the advertisement of Boston & Worcester railroad 
train "to leave from the depot near Washington street fyf 
Newton at 6 and lo A. M. and 3,30 P. M. Returning l»;i,v 
Newton at 7.11 and 4.45. Price, 37* cents each way." -j 1,^ 
advertisement is signed "Per order of the pfesi'j<;iK and 
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their long rows of warehouses were filled with merchandise ; 
lines of square-rigged ships were discharging their cargoes 
upon the piers ; the creaking of hoisting blocks, the shouts 
of stevedores and the bustle of 'longshoremen rolling sugar 
and molasses hogsheads, or carrying coffee, bales of wool and 
cotton, piling up logwood and redwood, counting off and tal- 
lying dry hides or horns, arranging great heaps of merchan- 
dise for the long-tailed trucks with white-frocked driver to 
take away, all formed a picture of activity. 

In the fruit season, we should have seen the piling up of 
cargoes of oranges and lemons or raisins to be sold at auction 
by John Tyler, or later on by the glib-tongued, popular and 
active Horatio Harris. 

No telegraphic market reports were known in those days ; 
no cable dispatches. Merchants depended on the slower 
movements of the mails, and held large stocks in reserve. 
How many of us can remember, as we visited the great 
stores on India or Central or Commercial wharves, extending 
from what was then Commercial Street, now covered by broad 
Atlantic Avenue, and entered the door to ascend to the count- 
ing-room above, the mysterious perfume which greeted us, in- 
dicating the contents of the warehouse — that Chinese straw- 
carpet sort of odor which pervaded the stores of the East India 
trade; a great cane-seat lounge, and a few East Indian pic- 
tures or chairs in the counting-room, told a story of the 
Orient ; the aromatic pungency of pepper or the flavor of 
green coffee marked the African and South American mer- 
chant's store, and the white-gray suits and ever prevailing 
miller-like dust distinguished those of the flour merchants. 
Colored 'longshoremen were the rule on Central and India 
wharves, and Irishmen upon the others. 

ON 'change. 

From 12:30 to 1:30 was 'change hour on State Street, and 
from the corner of Congress to the corner of Kilby Street the 
sidewalk was almost impassable by reason of the throng of 
merchants who were wont to assemble there daily. The 
names of many of the old mercantile houses which I find in 
the paper of sixty years ago will be readily recalled by many 
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tik hisxoor of Bos::o(n. am cc:>€rs bec&u$e iheir bus^rjess m\k$ 
cootinaed dovn to a cc^mjULnLtively reoeat perxc. 

Among tbe=: *re : Bes^Aisia Burgess & Son ; SahiccI Mjiv 
ft Ca, oa the caracr of StAte Ani Brcai S:w<^s ; Him^es, 
Grav & Co., oi ,20 Isdin Wbart, Pnnce Hjiwes pr;ric;:^A\ who 
nsed to live oa Colonnade Row ; Brvunt, Sturc^s & Co.^ 41 
cddnated old firm, c^ whose ini;>^du«I menibei^ nuiny qiuint 
stories aue told ; one lespectiag Mr, Stxir^>s who w,\$ once 
assailed with a long Latin quotation by a young mcn^ber in 
the House of R^xesentatives, and who iv^se and statevi that, 
as the gentleman had seen fit to address him in a foreign 
language, he supposed it in order to reply in one^ and straight- 
way gave him a five minute answer in the dialect of the Xo^nka 
Sound Indians. 

Among others I find George P, Thomas, 5 1 Bnxid Street ; 

N. Dana & Co., i Central Wharf ; G- L. Deblois & Co., 46 

India Wharf ; X. Brewer, 26 India Street ; X, & G, A, Gotl- 

dard, 15 Union Wharf; Philo S. Shelton, 38 India Wharf; 

Josiah Bradlee, known as one of " the last of the top-boots,'* 

34 India WTiarf ; Bates & Co., 56 Commercial Wharf, Dutch 

goods ; J. W. Langdon, 45 India Street, drugs, iron, coffee, 

etc. ; Stanton, Nichols & Whitney, of 19 Central VV*harf, ad« 

vcrlised pork and gin ; M. P. Wilder, 3 Central Wharf, teas ; 

Barnard, Adams & Co. occupied 41 Commercial Wharf ; A« 

& C. Cunningham, Foster's WTiarf ; Lombard & Whitmore, 

Atkinson & Rollins, 38 India Street ; Delano & Whitney, 

drugs, South Market Street, welbknown merchants, (Mr. D. 

R. Whitney, formerly president of the Suffolk bank, and 

present actuary of the New England Trust Company, is a 

son of the junior partner); Thwing & Perkins, Jerome Merritt 

and Aaron Bancroft advertised coal for sale, as did W. H. 

Prentice & Son ; and lines of packets were announced by 

A. C. Lombard & Co., Horace Scudder & Co., and George 

Hallett. In an issue about that time appears the notice of 

the formation of the firm of Isaac Winslow & Sons, and of 

the assignment of Carter, Hendee & Co. 

Then come the booksellers : Hillard, Gray & Co., Allen & 
ficknor, who have just received a fresh supply of Bulwer's 
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" Pilgrims of the Rhine," Munroe & Francis, who advertised 
the Penny Magazine, and Russell & Odiome, dealers in 
school books. 

OLD-TIME AUCTIONEERS. 

I had almost forgotten the auctioneers, whose advertise- 
ments were classified in a column by themselves. There was 
J. L. Cunningham, so long at Corinthian Hall, Milk Street, 
the employer of Joseph Leonard, who graduated from his 
establishment ; E. F. Hall, 88 and 90 Water Street ; Coolidge 
& Haskell ; Whitwell, Bond & Co., about whom the stoiy 
was told, that when some goods were knocked down for $1000, 
the auctioneer, exclaiming as he brought his hammer down 
with a bang, "Sold for $1000! What name.^" and a weak 
little voice at the end of the room responding, "Skinner," 
said " All right ! no use crying about it, Mr. Skinner, it's 
cheap enough," which of course elicited a shout of laughter. 
Then there was John Tyler, who sold the cargoes of fruit, 
and whose old white horse stood so patiently in the midst of 
the crowd of buyers, resting their catalogues on his sides and 
back while they made notes of sales to such an extent that he 
was said to have the multiplication table on his hide. 

Can it be that the sketcher of 1944 will find as little in the 
newspaper of to-day to compare with the enterprise of his 
time as he of to-day does in that of sixty years ago ? Let us 
hope he may discover, despite the many chronicles that we 
could wish might be blotted from the page, enough of good to 
enable him to look back with some degree of pride and pleas- 
ure to us, his predecessors of this age, as we do to our own 
of half a century ago. 

INCREASE OF THE CITY. 

Besides the notable increase of population from 43,000 
in 1822 to 460,000 in 1893, it may be interesting to know 
that the valuation of personal property has increased from 
$18,755,800 then to $216,372,000 to-day. We now cover 
upwards of 37 square miles of territory ; peace is preserved 
by a force of 810 regular policemen and 100 reserves. Forty 
steam and ten chemical engines, manned by 800 men, are in 
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readiness to extinguish any fires which may occur, and at 
night the city is illuminated by 8,698 ordinary gas lights, I3 
large cluster burners, 2,807 ^^ naphtha and 1,578 electric 
lights. From these figures it will be seen that Boston, 
though an old historical city, is moving steadily on in the 
march of progression. 

RETROSPECTIVE. 

Although the business retrospect of the past year has not 
been a pleasant one for our merchants to contemplate, the 
record of our Society is happily a fairly prosperous one. By 
careful management your Directors are enabled to close the 
year's account with a fair balance in the treasury, and we 
have upon our roll nearly a thousand members. The meet- 
ings have been fully attended, and it can but be noted that 
there is an increased interest in Boston's historical record, 
not only among our own members, but on the part of the 
people generally, as is evinced by the space given in the pub- 
lic prints to the subject. Scarce a week now passes that 
some of our newspapers do not present the results of inter- 
esting antiquarian research, or the record of important passing 
events in her history which are of great value to the historian 
and antiquarian. It has been said, with some truth, that it 
is the business man who best illustrates the character of 
Boston to-day, as he did that of early Boston and the Massa- 
chusetts Colony, in their early struggles and historic triumphs. 

lo glancing back to colonial times we find that the founders 
of Boston came here for business ; that they were not narrow 
minded theologians, but men of the same enterprise, public 
Spirit and business foresight that we have among us to-day ; 
indeed some of them furnish an example which could be 
profitably followed by prominent Bostonians of the present 
time. 

ROBERT KEAYME. 

Take Robert Keayoe, for ir-="»— * who came to Boston 
from England in 1635, when t *t was attract- 
ing considerable attention ; Ir ^$ than 5000 
persons ( we find he 
was adn g quite a 
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CapL Kcajiie died ^arcb 25, 2656. xDi >:: one<h;rd ca 
his properry for public purposes. Kis rsur.if:cenl be\jiie$t 
enabled Ba>t:^3 tc^ baijd its £rs: t^wn bal,, c^n the spot where 
the Old Stale Hcvuse staDds. Ii stood oa pillArs, the space 
undenicath tbe first floor l>e:r:^ used lor an exchange, as a 
post-office, and for market purposes^ He started also a 
public libraiy, aiid certain it is that Boston had a public 
library in colonial times. It was destroyed bv the fire of 
171 1, which put an end to KeajTie's town hall 

His provision for a ** conduit," or reservoir, to be fed by 
springs, tailed, the springs being insuflBcient. 

He left handsome bequests for the poor of Boston, for the 
Latin school, and for numerous friends, as well as an allow- 
ance for ministers* refreshments when they met in conference. 
It was his intention that they should meet in the public 
library and gallery, or "some other handsome roome.'* As a 
true Bostonian he made Harvard College his residuary legatee. 
But he assumed that his executors would deal with his CNtate 
as he would have done. Of course, they could not, bccaimc 
a trust estate cannot yield what a strong business man can 
make. 

But as his biographer truly says, the highest tribute is duo 

to Keayne's public spirit. Boston has never had the benefit 

)f a more munificent bequest, and three places should com- 

»emorate the name of Capt Kcaync— the hcad'jiiartrrs of 
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the Ancient and Honorable Artillery company, the Old State 
House and the Public Library. 

I might go on with many others on the illustrious roll of 
Bostonians of the past, whose memories should be kept green, 
not only on pages of Boston history, but by means of some 
visible public monument or statue. Certainly it would seem 
that such evidence of appreciation is due to Capt. Robert 
Keayne of Colonial Boston. 

VISIBLE MEMORIALS. 

Apropos to this subject, I may mention that I have been 
waited on by a member of the State Legislature with a sug- 
gestion that this Society take measures to mark the last 
resting-place of John Hancock in the Granary burial ground. 
A granite shaft bearing in bronze the counterfeit presentment 
of that bold signature which heads the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence is suggested as one that would be easily seen 
from the street. The graves of Revere, Paine, and others 
in the same ground are also said to be unmarked by any 
monument. 

There is a growing disposition, owing to the increased 
inquiry of visitors and strangers for historic localities in 
Boston, to have them marked by memorial tablets. This 
certainly is a subject to which the Bostonian Society should 
give its attention. 

The Sons of the Revolution took the matter in hand this 
year, of placing a tablet on the wharf where the tea was 
thrown overboard in 1773, a necessary act in view of the fact 
that the locality was known to but comparatively few of our 
own citizens, and that some inquiring strangers have in past 
years been escorted to what was formerly a portion of Long 
Wharf known as T Wharf, which it was erroneously supposed 
by those who were not versed in Boston's history must have 
been named from this Revolutionary incident and not as it 
really was — from its form, which resembled that letter of 
the alphabet. 

The indication of such historic localities 
tablets or monuments is certainly an excelle 
moting the study of the history of Boston. 
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I have left for your Board of Directors and the different 
committees the task of presenting to you in detail the actual 
work of the Society, its receipts and expenditures, financial 
condition, membership and other particulars. The Secretary 
and Treasurer, and the gentlemen composing the Board and 
the different committees, have been diligent and faithful in 
the performance of their duties and opportunity is due them 
to present results to you themselves. 

MORE ROOM NEEDED. 

I take this occasion to acknowledge gratefully the favor 
with which our work is regarded by the public, the many 
valuable gifts that have been presented to us the past year, 
and also the encouragement we receive from the City Gov- 
ernment of Boston. I can only urge upon that honorable 
body that we are sadly in need of additional room here to 
carry on our work. More space is required for a valuable 
collection of historical books and documents relating to 
Boston and its institutions, and it would in the end by no 
means be an unprofitable move to transfer the office of the 
City Surveyor and Inspector of Buildings from the eastern 
front or lower story of this building elsewhere, and turn over 
that apartment to the custody of this Society, thereby en- 
abling it to render the building of increased value, attraction 
and instruction to our citizens. 

While the Society is grateful to the city for any aid 
afforded to carry out its plans, it may be said, on the other 
hand, that the city is fortunate in having an organization like 
this to act as custodian of this most important memento of 
our country's history ; to watch over and carefully preserve 
it; to utilize it and its history not only for the benefit of 
the rising generation, but for the citizens generally, and to 
continue to keep it so prominently attractive as to have 
Boston financially benefited thereby. 

Animated by national as well as local pride, we may reason- 

'^e that the Bostonian Society will do its work as 

d successfully the coming year as it has done it 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 

Mr. Hamilton A. Hill, in behalf of the Directors, presented 
their Annual Report, which was accepted. 

Mr, President^ Ladies and Gentlemen^ Members of the Bos- 
tonian Society: 

In accordance with the custom of the Society from the 
beginning, the Directors beg to present their report of the 
year just closed. 

The state of the membership December 30, 1893, was as 
follows : 

Life Members 323 

Annual Members, 600 

923 

During the year there were 88 additions ; the losses in the 
membership were by death, 34; by resignations, 15 ; dropped 
from the rolls for non-payment of dues, 21; total, 70. The 
net gain in the membership in 1893 was 18. 

The number of visitors to these halls who registered their 
names was 14*833. They have been thus classified: 

From Boston, 3*844 

elsewhere in the United States, 10,036 

Foreign Countries, . 953 
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14.833 



Two of the members who died last year made bequests to L 
the Society, Mrs. Catherine Page Perkins, of Boston, ^000, Ij 
and Mr. Joseph Henry Stickney, of Baltiir'- " -^«. The * 
former amount has been paid into the t ^ ^ 

invested, with other funds, as will be 
urer's report. Mr. Stickney's beque 
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paid during the present year ; and the bequest of Mr. 
E. Sawyer ($4,000), which has been in suspesise s> Ic-ag. 
likely to be paid without much further dciaj. It is tD 
hoped that more of the members will bear the Socfetj 
mind when making their wills. 



The following papers were read at our myzibly 



February 14: "The Boston Post OfEce before the Rci"ii- 

tion/' by Mr. C \V. Ernst. 

March 14: "The Statues of Boston ani MdritT.*" 2j 3fr. 
Nathan Appleton. 

April 1 1 : "John Wlnthropw First GoTcrTaar ai. 
setts," by Mr. Henry Lec: 



May 9: "The Romantic Days of Xcw F.n^:%nd CoasterxT 
by Mr. Joseph B. Moors. 

October 10: "The Infloenoe of Towor-Meetfn^ Go^en- 
ment in American Cnrilixation,** by Mr. ETbridge 



November 14 : " Boston and Lhrerpool Picket T :n^^^ — 
Sail and Steam,"* by Mr. Hamilton A. HiH 



December 12: "The Effect of Patriotic Maxims on Pihi.ic 
Affairs/' by &Ir. MeOen Chamberlain. 

The Directors propose to reprint from a rare pampgy ^ ^^ 
permission of the Librarian of the Boston Athenaeum , in 
connection with the proceedings of the present mcetiag, tiie 
address of Colond Thomas Handasyd Perkins at the laying 
of the comer stone of the Merchants Exchange; -^^^r Street, 
August 2t 1841. On that occasion Colonel Perkins gave his 
own reminiscences of ** Sixty years ago," which carried his 
auditcMrs back to the period of the American Revolution. It 
win be remembered that when the Exchange was t^^^n down 
in 1889^ ^^c contents of the comer stone were deposited with 

ety has taken the lead in marking historical 
ston with appropriate tablets. In iS36» it placed 
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a tablet on the Merchants' Bank Building, State Street, to 
indicate the scene of the so-called Boston Massacre. Last 
year, by permission of the Treasury Department at Washing- 
ton, another was affixed to the Post Office Building, on Milk 
Street at the corner of Devonshire, to show one of the points 
at which the great fire of 1872 was arrested on its way 
towards State Street. It bears the following inscription : 

THIS TABLET PLACED HERE 

BY THE 

BOSTONIAN SOCIETY, 

COMMEMORATES THE GREAT FIRE OF 

NOVEMBER Q-IO, 1872, 

WHICH, BEGINNING AT THE SOUTH-EASTERLY CORNER 

OF 

SUMMER AND KINGSTON STREETS, 

EXTENDED OVER AN AREA OF SIXTY ACRES, 

DESTROYED WITHIN THE BUSINESS CENTRE 

OF THE CITY PROPERTY TO THE VALUE OF 

MORE THAN SIXTY MILLIONS DOLLARS, 

AND WAS ARRESTED IN ITS NORTH-EASTERLY PROGRESS 

AT THIS POINT. THE MUTILATED STONES OF THIS 

BUILDING ALSO RECORD THAT EVENT. 

June i, 1893. 

At the present writing, a report is expected from a com- 
mittee of the Society which has in charge the erection of 
another, on the New Exchange Building, on the corner of 
State and Kilby Streets, where the ** Bunch of Grapes " 
formerly stood. Mr. Edwin L. Bynner read an interesting 
paper on the history of this old tavern, October 7, 1889, 
which appeared soon after in the "Atlantic Monthly." 

The Necrology for 1893 is as follows : 

Eben Norton Horsford, born in Moscow, N. Y., 27 July, 18 18, 
died in Cambridge, i January. 

Moses Williams Weld, born in Boston, 15 August 181 7, died 
in Boston, 16 January. 
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Joseph McKean Gibbens, born in Boston, 29 August, 183 1, 
died in Boston, 20 January. 

Phillips Brooks, born in Boston, 13 December, 1835, died in 
Boston, 23 January. 

Edward foutelle Blasland, born in Boston, 9 October, 1838, 
died in Boston, 29 January. 

Samuel Hatch, born in Boston, 6 December, 18 12, died in 
Boston, 13 February. 

Rowland Ellis, bom in Boston, 25 November, 1807, died in 
Newton, 16 February. 

Nathaniel Winiield Scott Tufts, born in Boston, 18 Aprils 
1 86 1, died in Boston, 6 March. 

Abraham Avery, born in Wilbraham, 15 November, i824» 
died in Los Angeles, Cal., 3 April. 

(Miss) Mary Anne Wales, born in Boston, 25 November, 1834, 
died in Boston, 14 April. 

(Mrs.) Catherine Page Perkins, born in Boston, 24 March, 
1828, died in Boston, 29 April. 

(Miss) Annie Eliza Chace, born in Taunton, 5 April, 1848, 
died in Taunton, 30 April. 

Joseph Henry Stickney, born in West Brookfield, 6 August, 
181 1, died in Baltimore, Md., 3 May. 

Adams Kinsman Tolman, born in Boston, 30 August, 1837, 
died in Newton, 14 May. 

Franklin Hancock, born in Boston, 19 November, 18 18, died 
in Haverhill, 6 June. 

Abbott Lawrence, born in Boston, 9 September, 1828, died 
in Nahant, 6 July. 

Richard Briggs,born in South Dedham,23 August, 1829, died 
in Boston, 29 July. 

Jacob Albert Dresser, born in Thompson, Conn., 19 July, 
1824, died in Boston, 5 August. 

Samuel Weltch, born in Boston, 13 October, 1819^ died in 
Boston, 24 August. 
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(Mrs.) Anne Maria Sweetser, born in Randolph, 15 Novem- 
ber, 1825, died in Boston, 3 September. 

Frederick Lathrop Ames, born in Easton, 8 January^ 1835, 
died in New York, 13 September. 

John Larrabee Manning, born in Bristol, Vt., 5 September, 
1 81 7, died in Boston, 8 October. 

John Samuel Hill Fogg, born in Eliot, Me., 21 May, 1826, 
died in Boston, 16 October. 

Charles Eckley Moody, born in Bath, Me., 5 October, 1823 
died in Boston, 29 October. 

James Manning Winchell Yerrinton, born in Providence, 
R. I., 26 October, i82S» died in Chelsea, 30 October. 

Alvah Augustus Burrage, bom in Leominster, 30 May, 1823, 
died in Boston, 6 November. 

Francis Parkman, born in Boston, 16 September, 1823, died 
in Boston, 8 November. 

Stephen Rensselaer Niles, born in Portland, Me., 29 April, 
1827, died in Boston, 11 November. 

Lucius Manlius Sargent, bom in Boston, 5 July, 1848, died in 
Boston, 14 November. 

Ward Brooks Frothingham, born in Boston, 29 August, 1828, 
died in Boston, 29 November. 

Hiram Smith ShurtlefiF, born in Boston, 23 August, 1841, 
died in Boston, 1 1 December. 

David Thayer, born in Braintree, 19 July, 1813, died in Bos- 
ton, 14 December. 

Francis Henry Jenney, born in Boston, 16 February, 1829, 
died in Boston, 15 December. 

James Crehore Tucker, born in Milford, N. H., 26 October, 
183 1, died in Boston, 26 December. 



Mr. Dresser served as a member of the Board of Directors 
from January, 1891, until his last illness. He was greatly 
respected and esteemed in this community, where he spent 
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the greater part of his life, for his sterling integrity of char. 
acter, his kindly spirit and his unaffected manners. He was 
deeply interested in all the traditions and associations con- 
nected with the city of his adoption, and he was a member of 
this Society from the first. Of our associates, as a whole, 
who have been removed by death during the year just closed, 
it may be said with truth, that, in their public services and 
personal influence, they fitly illustrated the character and 
spirit and purpose of our city, as set forth by Emerson in his 
essay on Boston, written in 1861, but not published until 
recently, of which these were the closing words : 

''As long as she cleaves to her liberty, her education, and 
to her spiritual faith as the foundation of these, she will teach 
the teachers and rule the rulers of America. Her mechanics, 
her farmers, will toil better; she will repair mischief; she 
will furnish what is wanted in the hour of need ; her sailors 
will man the ' Constitution,' her mechanics repair the broken 
rail, her troops will be the first in the field to vindicate the 
majesty of a free nation, and remain last in the field to secure 
it. Her genius will write the laws, and her historians record 
the fate of nations.'* 

Respectfully submitted, 

Curtis Guild, 
Samuel H. Russell, 
Hamilton A. Hill, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 
John Lathrop, 
George O. Carpenter, 
William S. Appleton, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 

Directors. 
Boston, January 9th, 1894. 
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COL. Perkins's address, 1841. 

The following is Col. Perkins's address referred to in the 
preceding Report : — 

Almost an octogefiaire^ and having lived in this street from 
infancy to manhood, I may be presumed to be familiar with 
what it was sixty years since. My mercantile education was 
in a counting-house in this [State] street, on the site of the 
store of Mr. May» at the corner of what is now Broad street ; 
and the residence of my parents was in the house owned by 
Mr. Tappan, opposite Kilby street. This location, therefore, 
being my play-ground, as well as my school-ground, circum- 
stances made me more familiar with it, than with any other 
part of the town. 

The venerable building before us, at the head of the street, 
was then called the Town-House ; afterwards the State House ; 
and since until very lately, the City Hall. This building has 
undergone no change in its exterior dimensions, but in its 
appropriations the changes have been great indeed. The 
lower floor now occupied by the Post-Office was then 
without any partitions, except, I think, for two small offices, 
one of which was a notary's, and the other had some connec- 
tion with the Legislature, which, at its annual session, met 
on the second story. The Senate Chamber was at the east 
end, and the House of Representatives at the west end, of 
the same floor. The lower floor, with the exceptions men- 
tioned, was a promenade for those who chose to use it ; but 
it was more occupied by the little urchins of the day in top- 
spinning and marble-playing, than by their seniors for any 
purpose. In these scenes I well remember to have taken a 
part there. The entrance to the first floor was by a set of 
wide stone steps, flanked by a handsome wrought-iron balus- 
trade. There was also a stone platform on a level with the 
entrance, and over it a balcony leading out of the '^ 
Chamber. From this balcony I first heard read tc 
number of persons called together by the occa 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 1 
sheriff, Joseph Henderson, read the Instrument, w 
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brick, have either given place to new granite and brick edifices, 
or have been so changed in appearance by adding to, and beau- 
tifying them, that the builders would not know the work of 
their own hands. The most of them are rebuilt entirely. In 
1780 there were four insurance offices in this street, and they 
were the only ones in town. They were not incorporated. 
The earliest that I remember was kept by Edward Payne, in 
the next building before you, now occupied by the Fire and 
Marine Insurance Office. He was the father of the late Mrs. 
Gore, (the wife of the lamented Gov. Gore), and of our late 
townsman, William Payne. Mr. Payne (the father) was 
wounded whilst standing at his own door, on the night of 
the 5th March, 1770, by a ball from the fire of Preston's 
REGULARS ; in the affair which, from the number of persons 
killed and wounded, was called the ^^ Bloody Massacre" The 
front room was the Insurance Office ; the other parts of the 
house were occupied by his family. A second office was kept 
by Mr. Hurd at the corner of the building, now the New 
England Bank, then the '' Bunch of Grapes " tavern. Hon. 
P. C. Brooks succeeded Col. Hurd, and N. P. Russell, Esq., 
was in the office as successor to Mr. Brooks, until the incor- 
porated offices were established. A third was kept by Moses 
Michael Hays, of facetious memory, on the lower floor of a 
building where the Boston Insurance Office now is, then 
occupied by a Mrs. Gray as a boarding-house. The Office 
was at the corner of the alley, then, by the sailors, called 
DAMNATION ALLEY, but by others, Hickling's alley. 
It has since changed its name again, and is now known as 
Flagg alley, from being laid with flat stones. The fourth was 
next to Mr. Payne's, and kept by Mr. Edward Davis. It was 
the habit of those days for merchants and retired capitalists 
to meet at these offices, to subscribe policies offered them by 
the office keeper. They were in the habit of taking from ^50 
to ;£ioo lawful money, of six shillings in the dollar, or those 
who were very adventurous may have taken as much as ;£200. 
Business, politics, and gossip, were the order of the day at 
these meetings. 

When the incorporated offices were subsequently estab- 
lished, the directors, who were generally active merchants, 
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My recollection of the last mentioned tavern is more vivid» 
from having been taken there when a child, to see the corpse 
of one of the persons killed at the massacre in 1770. 

The first custom house established in Boston under this 
Government was in the house adjoining your proposed Ex- 
change. I think the lower part of the house was occupied 
as a boarding-house, kept by a person named Coburn. The 
Revolutionary Gen. Lincoln was the first Collector, appointed 
by President Washington, and held the office until after the 
election of President Jefferson, when he resigned. From its 
first location the Custom House was removed to the cham. 
bers of Mrs. Gray's boarding-house, opposite, before spoken 
of, where it remained until removed to its present location 
in Custom-House street. The next remove will be to the 
splendid granite building at the bottom of the street, which, 
when completed, will be second to no custom house in this, or 
any other country. 

The wharf, at the foot of the street, is now, and was sixty 
years since, appropriately called the long wharf. Of the 
time when it was erected, I am not aware, but, in my youth, 
I remember it as an old, and not very good wharf. At my 
first recollection of it, during the war of the Revolution, it 
was in a dilapidated state, the water passing nearly over its 
lower end. It was then a cob-wharf, built on cross-timbers, 
the tide ebbing and flowing under the stores ; and of course 
all the stores were without cellars. At a subsequent period, 
the water was boxed out, and the accommodation of cellars fur- 
nished to most of them. The stores were all of wood, mostly 
but two stories high. On the north side there was a passage, 
but for foot-passengers only, and that a very bad one. The 
wharf was little more than one-half its present width, nor was 
it so long as it now is. There were but three or four stores 
upon it below the projecting part, now owned by Messrs. 
Brimmer, formerly called Minots T, and still known as the T 
wharf, from having the form of that letter. Since that time 
it has greatly changed its appearance. 

The principal wharves, sixty years since, were, on tb' 
side of the Long wharf, Rowe's wharf. Wheelwright 
Foster's wharf, Fort-hill wharf. Griffin s, now Liverpoc 
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:^ :r inzr^ w-rjc^^s^ tiX Tamed, and 
jTis. Tuw tn-nsi usnsr wrarf accocniBodacion 

r^ i3T other city 



It rnmrinT wrrr ins: r.^^Tniacza. icrr^aocAtion, I may be 

ciT Znmi^ zits: war. icrciCT tranc- was ^ny limited, and con- 
trast sr i-r^ rrmsiagraixe Hit after the pexe ol 1783. Soon 
anr ra* war Tmtrr; a imc ot packets was first established 
bsrwesT mis T>>arr and LandsoL CapC ScoCt. in the Minerva, 
amassBDsc the firsr of them, and our late fellow-citizen, Capt. 
T vatB Bamara, commanded tiie other. Each made two 
ir^z a year, and irencrall}' brought news of fifty or sixty days' 
catt ' Look at this, and cotnpare it with the almost daily 
amvais froB Horopc and the almost certain receipts of news, 
bx the Cmard line, every twdve or fifteen days ! 

Tne &st ship that doaUed the Cape of Good Hope, from 
tns port, was bnite at Clark's ship yard, at the north part of 
tne town, aaid was cmmnanded by Capt James Magee, the 
elder. Tbc name of the ship I do not remember. I think 
* " 9ed, mainly, to Sears fr Smith, who had removed to 
iter ti wm evacvated by the British troops. The 
^ Chma in ber. He died %t Canton, 
t at French^s Island, in the river of 
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The first vessels which sailed round Cape Horn from Bos- 
ton, were the Columbia, Capt. Kendrick, and Washington, 
Capt. Gray, as a tender to the Columbia. They were fitted 
out by the late Mr. Joseph Barrell, and were owned in shares 
by him and Mr. Samuel Brown, Messrs. Hatch, Hopkins, Dr. 
Bulfinch, and others. Mr. Barrell and Mr. Brown had, I be- 
lieve, the credit of the enterprise, to which they were probably 
incited by the information gathered from the voyage of the 
celebrated navigator. Cook, who went from the Northwest 
coast of America to China, and carried down the information 
of the abundance of sea-otter on the coast, and of their great 
value in China. The voyage, from mis-management abroad, 
was not so profitable as the enterprise merited. Capt. Ken- 
drick took the command of the Washington at sea, and trans- 
ferred Capt. Gray to the Columbia, who, whilst he commanded 
her, entered the river, to which he gave the name of his ship, 
doubtless the first vessel, larger than a canoe, that had ever 
crossed the bar of that interesting river. Capt. Gray pro- 
ceeded thence to Canton, where I saw him in 1789. What 
the trade from Boston has been, beyond either Cape, since 
that period, I need not refer to. 

Sixty years ago, this Peninsula, of which the Indian name 
was Shawmut, contained from six hundred to eight hundred 
acres of land. Since that date, by encroachments upon the 
harbor, and by the acquisition of South and East Boston, the 
quantity of land in the city territory has become not less 
than eighteen hundred acres ; it being computed that the made 
land exceeds a fourth of the original quantity. At that time 
the inhabitants of the town were between seventeen and 
eighteen thousand. They are now, by the recent census, 
more than five times that number, — and the addition to the 
wealth of the population I will not venture to compute, any 
more than the difference of tonnage that came to our wharves 
at that period and the present. 

One of the most interesting additions to the \s 
sixty years, has been in the churches. There we 
sixteen places of public worship. Three were E 
twelve C^ngregationalist and Baptist, and thei 
Quaker meeting-house. This last was in Quakei 
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Congress street), and was located where the granite shops 

now are, on the west side of the street. Of the above, the 

only buildings which remain as they were at that period are 

the King's Chapel, the North Episcopal church, the church 

in Brattle street, Dr. Lothrop*s at the North End, — perhaps 

one or two more. All the rest, except Croswell's in School 

street (formerly occupied by a Huguenot society), and the 

Quaker meeting-house, have been rebuilt on the foundations 

of the old buildings, and, with the new ones added, make the 

number of places of public worship within the city at this 

time upwards of seventy. Mr. Croswell's meeting-house in 

School street, and that in Quaker lane have disappeared. 

Sixty years since, the only road leading into the town was 
the ancient highway from Roxbury, by the isthmus, then 
called the Neck^ near Washington street. On the Neck, from 
the present site of the South Bridge to the Boston line, more 
than a mile, there were but three^ or at mo%X.^four houses. 
These were on the west side ; on the east there were none. 
From the site of the South Bridge to about the site of the 
Gasometer was a sea-wall, covered with flat stones to keep 
off the sea, and protect pedestrians from a wet foot in high 
tides. The Neck was paved in the centre only, and on each 
side of this pavement was left a summer road. During the 
mayoralty of Josiah Quincy, the whole avenue was paved, and 
now shows almost a continuous line of houses. There are 
parallel to it three wide streets, on land which was then 
marsh, if not flowed by the sea ; and there are seven bridges 
and four railroads leading into the city, and two steamboat 
ferries. Charlestown bridge, opened in 1786, was the first 
bridge that was built connecting the town with its neighbors. 
The Cambridge, or what was called the West Boston bridge^ 
was the second ; the others followed at some distance. 

The principal schools, in the time spoken of, were Proctor's, 
afterwards C chool, on Pemberton's Hill ; Tileston's» 

in ^^ — ^^ t ; Holbrook's, in West street ; Paine' s» 

at s now Morton place; and the Latin 

It; the first master of which, that I 

ell, afterwards Naval Ofiicer of this 

government. There were others. 
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doubtless; but those were the most prominent. At this 
moment, the number of schools, and the accommodation they 
afford, as well as all the accessaries of learning, are greatly 
increased, even in proportion to the number of scholars. 

I might speak of the time, when the Work House, the 
Alms House, and the Bkidewell (ttu last occasionally used 
for lunatics), occupied the space between the houses of Mr. 
Sawyer at the head, and that of Mr. Dwight near the foot, of 
Park street. The Park Street Church occupies the location 
of the old Grainery. I might speak, too, of the period, 
within my recollection, when there was a Small Pox Hos- 
pital at West Boston, the only public Hospital in or near 
the town, and compare that with the General Hospital, and 
other eleemosynary establishments, at this time : — of the 
gaol in Queen street, now Court street, compared with the 
prison in Leverett street ; the last a palace to the former : — 
of the changes which have taken place in the cemeteries, at 
the period spoken of almost objects of disgust compared with 
the same burial places now, ornamented as they are with iron 
railings, and decorated with trees and flowering shrubs; — of 
the Common, which, not sixty years since, was surrounded by 
a wooden railing, and did not contain all the land it does now, 
a portion on the south having been added by purchase from 
the late Wm. Foster, Esq. The only Mall, at that time, was 
on Tremont street ; whereas it now extends round the whole 
space of about forty acres, and the old wooden rail has given 
place to an iron fence upon a granite foundation. It is but a 
few years, too^since cows were permitted to feed in the Com- 
mon, to the great annoyance as well as danger of women and 
children. The Horse Pond has been filled up, and is now 
covered with verdure ; and the Frog Pond,*now called by boys 
the Quincy Lake, is walled about, and has become a pretty 
object of ornament, while it affords to them a fine piece of 
skating surface in winter. Sixty years since showed but three 
houses, which are now visible from the centre of the Common. 
Those are the Hancock House, the house at the bottom of 
the Mall on Tremont street, formerly owned by Wm. Powell, 
and now belonging to the heirs of the late Wm. Foster, and 
the third, a wooden building opposite the Burying Ground. 
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To advert to other changes, I well remember the first ex- 
bibition of a theatre in tbU town, which was in a bartt, fitted 
up for the purpose, somewhere between 1785 and 179a It 
was located in Board alley, leading from Summer street to 
Milk street. Placide, Duvillicrs, and Mallet, may yet live 
in the recollection of more than myself, and others who 
were associated with them as the dramatis personae of the 
play. 

Hackney coaches were first established after the Peace. 
The first stand for them was at the head of State street, and 
the late Mr. John Ballard was, I believe, the owner of the 
first of them. In 1784, there was a daily coach set up be- 
tween this place and Providence, driven by a Mr. Baister. 
Starting at an early hour, you arrived at Providence btfere 
night. Now the work of two hours ! The veteran Pease 
soon after set up the first stage-coach between this place and 
New York. At the end of the first day the coach reached 
Shrewsbury, where Mr. Pease kept a tavern ; the second day 
brought it to West Brookfield, or Palmer; and on the third, 
it reached Springfield by dinner time. 

The mail between Boston and Newport was carried at that 
time on korse back in saddle bags as often as once a week, and 
the rider was something of a Quixotic looking personage, 
with a long drab coat, a cocked hat, and a wig. Whether he 
took up all the week in the journey, 1 do not know ; but that 
the mail was a weekly one I am pretty sure. Those modes 
of travelling compared with the present, are as a sloth to a 
meteor. 

The other day I tested this by travelling 160 miles, on the 
Western Rail Road, from Springfield to Chester, back to 
Springfield, and thence to Boston, in ten hours, and dining on 
the way at Springfield. 

The accommodations for strangers in this city have im- 

The United 
3re accommo- 
louses of the 
lemory. The 
i^em, and the 
eet, were the 
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principal public lodging houses, in my early day. The private 
boarding houses were many and pretty good ; but furnishing 
not a twentieth part of the comfort to the way-farer, which is 
found in those of the present day. 

And lastly, may I call to the recollection of some present, 
the great difference between the Fire Department, as it now 
exists, and as it was when administered by a Board of Fire 
Wards, who officiated at fires in directing the operations of 
the engine men and the citizens. At the time, water for the 
engines was drawn from wells, and conveyed by lines of citi- 
zens, in leather buckets. 

There were no reservoirs and little or no hose apparatus. 
When the weather was pleasant, there were plenty of opera- 
tors, but at other times there was often a scarcity. There 
were voluntary clubs throughout the town, of thirty or more 
persons in each. 

The members were obliged, under a forfeiture, to keep two 
leathern buckets, in each of which they were bound to carry 
a bag, made of light canvass ; and both buckets and bag bore 
the name of the owner, and of the Fire Club to which he be- 
longed. A bed screw^ was required too, by the rules. Upon 
the cry of fire, the members were enjoined to repair to the spot, 
and to deliver the buckets for general use ; they kept the bags, 
to be filled with valuables at their own discretion. If a mem- 
ber lived in the vicinity of the fire, he was first attended 
to. The badge of the Fire Wards was a heavy red pole, with 
a brass'blaze at the end. They were chosen at town meeting 
to serve a year, and they had a right to enforce the labor of 
persons on the spot ; but seldom were obliged to exercise it. 
The engine men were generally mechanics, or truckmen, who 
received no pay, but were excused from officiating as jurymen, 
and were not liable to be called out on training days. They 
were a gallant set of fellows, and did their duty manfully, 
though not always successfully, having to contend with 
wooden houses, and shingled roofs, sometimes want of water, 
and sometimes of operators. Under the present* -J— =— Hie 
management, the advantages in a variety of 
incalculable, independently of the saving of pr< 
to a City Government, that has caused the cli 



I have omitted to spodk <c rbe iBKr^s: nmzaiK^ n: 
days. The Fancoil HaZ j:««er iiur «»$ rut Mm** 
ket On what is liov t)ie tbcbxc szik:!^. ahmc nuc: nmup^ftc 
building, stood the sUul&. miwc soul uncs. »nfc- 
vcgctablcs, were so]± There w«re rchsr ii± sc&Ift ir. tsbsF 
parts of the town, hot I have i>r TcrnuJKCini: xc mrt tc^cr 
market Butchers' carts rrarcrser the trmr . unc suet 
sons as had neither tioie :Dar iz^cZinarira: rr ^ ^ mi 
supplied at their ovn ooars. Thtfr ndrue bclidnu:. n^^ ^hunrji 
Market, erected dnrini: tbc Taainra}^ ac Knn j«is&ai: ^»ua>r<i» 
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stone. Many of the streets were ^irpavod at the tnx^ 
none had regular sidewalks. Tber are 2K>w all pave: 
have convenient side-walks of either brick or £it ssooe. 

The edifices of a public character, at the close of war, hcw^e 
no comparison with those now in use ; and the private dwell- 
ings of the present day are at least eqixal to those of any cttr 
in the United States. The poor, too, are better taken care of 
now, than sixty years since, and constant efforts are making 
to better their condition. It is pleasant to have se^i such 
changes as have taken place, to us who have witnessed them ; 
and perhaps no less pleasant to the younger portion of the 
community, to hear from their seniors, of the improvement 
which has constantly followed change. 

May the kind Providence which has thus far watched over 
us, in times of adversity and prosperity, continue to smile 
upon our native city! 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS. 

The C •**^-e expended the sum of $34 50 during the 

't yea eceipts from the sale within the Rooms of 

pul of the Society amounted to $69.35, nearly 

vtL :cent years, a large part being drawn from 
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the sale of the catalogue of the Society's collections, which 
was published last March, and of which two hundred and 
twenty copies have been sold. The gifts and loans Co the 
Society have been as numerous as the crowded state of the 
rooms could receive. A detailed statement of donations is 
found elsewhere; a more extended description of some of 
them is included in this report. 

The clerks in the City Registrar's office have given the 
Society a framed photogravure likeness of the Registrar, 
Mr. Wm. H. Whitmore, for many years a Director of this 
Society. The same likeness is contained in a new edition of 
the Old State-House Memorial, a copy of which Mr. Whit- 
more gives the Society. Concerning this new edition ordered 
by the City Council, the " New York Nation," of August 17, 
said : — 

"A rescued historical monument needs, in this age and 
country, to be still defended, and the citizens of Boston can- 
not too widely be informed of the treasure they possess in the 
Old State-House. The new edition, like the old, is beauti- 
fully printed, and contains two more cuts, besides a profile 
likeness of the present City Registrar, Mr. W. H. Whitmore, 
whose historical address was the main feature in the rededi- 
cation proceedings of July 11, 1882 (and so of this volume), 
and to whom more than any one else the city is indebted for 
the restoration of the ancient seat of the State Legislature, 
the city government, and the Federal postal service." 

Mr. John C. Fernald gives us the flag which waved from 
the old Liberty Tree in 1775. It was loaned to the Chicago 
Exhibition, where it naturally excited great attention. The 
history of this worn and soiled piece of bunting seems quite 
authentic. Drake, in speaking of the tree before the Revolu- 
tion, has a note relating to the flag and to its owner, Mr. 
Samuel Adams, a namesake but not a relative of the disti 
guished patriot. The note refers to an obituary notice 
Mr. Adams in the Genealogical Register for 1855. Mr. Ada 
died in that year at the age of ninety-six years Th*» ^c 
ends by saying that he had in his possessi >i 
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cases and his autograph ; and a letter from Abigail Adams to 
her son, Miss Adams's father, written in 1806. 

Mr. Peter Thacher contributes an oil portrait of the late 
Major George M. Thacher, for many years Danish vice-consul 
in Boston, son of the late Peter O. Thacher, formerly Judge 
of the Police Court of Boston. Major Thacher's grandfather, 
the Rev. Peter Thacher, was pastor of Brattle St. Church from 
1785 to 1802. His silver watch came into the possession 
of this Society some years ago. The late Major Thacher 
occupied an office in the North East comer of this building. 

A portrait of Judge Chambers Russell, of Lincoln, painted 
by Blackburn, has been loaned by Mrs. George M. Barnard. 
" All that we know of Blackburn," says Dunlap in his His- 
tory of the Arts of Design in America, •* is that he was nearly 
contemporary with John Smybert, and painted very respect- 
able portraits in Boston." The original portrait of James 
Otis, a copy of which hangs in the Council Chamber, was by 
Blackburn. Judge Russell was the son of the Hon. Daniel 
Russell, of Charlestown, and the descendant of men eminent 
in that community. He was born in 171 3, graduated at Har- 
vard College in 1731, and soon after settled in that part of 
Concord, which he caused, on its incorporation, to be called 
Lincoln, from Lincolnshire, England, the home of his ancestors. 
He represented the towns of Concord and Lincoln for several 
years in the General Court. In 1759 he was chosen to the 
Governor's Council, just one hundred years from the time when 
his great-grandfather was elected to the same office. He was 
appointed, in 1747, judge of the Court of Admiralty, which 
office he held at the time of his death, as well as that of judge 
of the Superior Court. From his prominence in town affairs, 
when the Lincoln meeting-house was built, he was allowed to 
choose and build his own pew ; he selected the wall next the 
door on the front entrance, the wall pews being allotted to 
the most distinguished citizens and largest taxpayers. He 
died in England, without children, in 1767. The portrait has 
been hung in the vestibule. The same place has been given 
to a heliotype copy of Stuart's head of V^ ^e p 

crty of the Athenaeum. It is proper h 
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The Treasurer presented his annual report, which was ac- 
cepted and ordered placed on file. It will be found on iv\j>c 
46. *^ 

The Committee on Publication herewith present an en- 

mvinpr of the Merchants' Exchange, on State Street At 

g of the corner-stone of which Col. Perkins nuulo 

tss, which is reprinted at the conclunion of the 

' Report. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

The Hon. Henry H. Sprague, Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee, made the following Report : — 

For Clerk and Treastirer. 
Samuel Arthur Bent. 



For Directors, 



Curtis Guild, 
Samuel H. Russell, 
Hamilton A. Hill, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 



John Lathrop, 
George O. Carpenter, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 
James F. Hunnewell, 



Levi L. Willcutt. 

The report was accepted, and a ballot being ordered, they 
were declared elected officers of the Society for 1894. 



REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

The Library has received fifty-one volumes and one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven pamphlets during the year 1893, and 
has expended the sum of thirty dollars and twenty-eight cents. 
A list of donors will be found elsewhere. Among the more 
important gifts are the following : 

A Sermon on George Washington, delivered February 22, 
1800, by Rev. Dr. Thacher, from Mrs. Nathaniel Walker. 

The Brookline Town Records, 4 vols., from Capt. R 
F. Candage. 

Remarks on a Portrait of Increase Mather, by Dr. £ 
Green ; also remarks on the late R. C. Waterston, by 
Green. 
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A list of taxes in Suffolk County on lands, lots, etc, t8i6; 
tbe last direct United States tax levied to support the War 
of 1812 ; found among the papers of Charles W. Slack, and 
given by Mr. Thomas Hills. 

The History of tbe Handel & Haydn Society, VoL I, Na 
5, and the numbers from i to 5 in one volume, from tbe 
Society. 

A Prayer for the American Army in 1775, from tbe Rer. 
James H. Means, D. D. 

Report of the Reunion of the Dudley Family, from Mr. 
Joseph B. Moors. 

A new edition of the Old State House Memorial, from Mr. 
William H. Whitmore. 

History of the Massachusetts Charitable Fire Society, from 
the author, tbe Hon. Henry H. Sprague. 

Year Book of tbe Society of Colonial Wars, from Howlaod 
Pell, New York. 

The MassacbusctU Society of the Sons of the Aicchcaa 
Revolution, from the Clerk. 
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DONOR. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Stockwell, L. L. 
Taber, G. R. 
Tappan, Josiah S. 



Thacher, Peter 

Trustees of the Public 
Library. 



Van Voorhis, John C. 
Wade, Winthrop H. 

Wetherbee, J. Otis 

Winter, Miss Mary C. 
Woodward, Geoige B. 



A badge worn at the celebration of the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the incorporation of Somerville, 1892. 

Photographs of buildings destroyed by the great 
fire, taken November, 1872. 

Two white metal medals of the Universal Peace 
Congress of 1845, owned by Tohn Tappan, a 
delegate firom Boston, given by his son. 

Oil portrait of Major George M. Thacher. 

FaC'SimUi reproductions of broadsides ; meetine at 
Faneuil Hadl, Dec. i, 1773, to prevent unloamng 
the taxed tea ; resolution of the Provincial Con- 
gress, Oct. 26, 1774; order for a committee on 
imports and exports, Dec., 1774; resolution con- 
cerning payment to Receiver-General* 1775; a 
proclamation by George III, Aug. 23, 1775, for 
suppressing rebellion and sedition; tl\^ broad- 
sides of the Boston Committee of Correspond- 
ence, 1773; four broadsides relating to the 
Colonies. 

A letter of Gardiner Greene, 1805. 

Newsoapers relating to the death of President Gar- 
field and other public events. 

A column from the belfiy of Christ Church, with an 
old hand-made nail, taken down in making re- 
pairs in 1892. 

A fi'amed certificate of membership of Joseph C. 
Winter in the A. and H. A. Co., 1857. 

A lithoeraph of the Hancodc House, colored, as 
used Tor a calendar in 1893. 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OP THE HISTORY OF BOSTON, 
AHD THE PRESERVATIOH OF ITS ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It shall be the duty of members, so far as it may be in their power, to 
carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or purchase, 
books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means as may 
from time to time seem expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either 
resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and 
accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors, be 
elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting. 

III. 

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the Direc- 
tors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members present 
and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society, but shall 
not be entitled to vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS. 

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his admission, and five 
dollars each first of January afterwards, into the treasury of the Society for 
its general purposes ; but if any member shall neglect to pay his admission 
fee or annual assessment, for three months after the same is due, he shall 
be liable to forfeit his membership at any time when the Directors shall so 
order. 

The payment of the sum of twenty-five dollars in any one year by any 
member of the Society shall constitute him a life member of the Society ; 
life members shall be free firom assessments, and entitled to all the rights 
and privil^es of annual members. The money received for soc^iifis m^ni- 
beish^ shall constitute a fimd, of which not more than t*~ 
together widi the annual income, shall ^ ' -wy one 
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Committte on Aftmbertkip. 
t of five or more members, to be styled the Coramittee on 
e duty it shall be to give infonnatioii in relation to the 
pK{aa^ «f t&e Society, and iacrease its membeiship. 

CemmUUt on tkt Library. 

4 -awHiittn of five members, to be styled the Committee on the lAhnxj, 
voB ^xJ Jme charge of aJl the arrangements of the Libraty, including the 
j^qmoc e or i^ection of all books, maDuscripts and other objects appro- 
pnaae to dte Library, offered as gifls or loans, and the general arrangement 
41 dK Sode^'s coUeclioDS in their department. 

TbcM fav committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under the 
jmtiji i^xrrisioD of the Directors. 

Vacaooes which may occur in any of these committees during their term 
of MToae shall be filled by the President. 

xvn. 

AUENDUENT TO BY-IJIWS. 

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, bj 
dm wMc of two-thirds of the membeis present and voting. They may also 
b« mack b; the like vote at any regular meeting, provided nodce of the 
now be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Cterk, and sent 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Bostonian Society 
was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State House, 
on Tuesday, January 8, 1895, at 3 P. M., the President, Mr. 
Curtis Guild, in the chair. 

The record of the last monthly meeting was read by the 
Clerk, and approved. 

Thirty-six candidates recommended by the Directors were 
elected to membership in the Society, after which the Presi- 
dent addressed the Society, as follows : 

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS. 

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society : 

In entering upon the New Year it is gratifying to state 
that the Bostonian Society does so in a good financial condi- 
tion, and with improved prospects for the future. 

We have from year to year so successfully demonstrated 
the value of a popular institution like this to our city, that 
we have received from the different mayors encouragement 
which has been gratifying, and I am confident will prove an 
incentive to increased effort on the part of the Society and 
its officers. As is well known, the Society has for some years 
past suffered for lack of space, and has made effort to obtain 
additional room in the Old State House. In this they have 
been unsuccessful until the past year, when the office of In- 
spector of Builr"- removed to the old Court House. 
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Application was then made to the Mayor to use his power 
and assign to us the vacated rooms. Hon. Nathan Matthews, 
Jr., who then occupied the Mayor's chair, was quite favorably 
disposed towards the Society and its work, and after brief 
consideration of the matter assigned the vacated rooms to 
us, furnishing much needed space for our field of operations. 
It may be interesting to the members to know that the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings of the City Government expressed 
themselves as well pleased with the Society's care and man- 
agement of the portion of the building it already occupied, 
and in favor of granting the additional space. 

Indeed it is now the general opinion that the whole of this 
historic structure, so celebrated in the early history of the 
country, should pass into the hands of the Bostonian Society 
as custodians, to be kept as a repository of historic mementoes 
of Boston's history, and freely open to the public. That good 
use could be made of the remaining portion now under lease, 
there is but little doubt, and I recommend that a proper 
committee be appointed to see that in accordance with public 
desire the entire building may be placed in our possession as 
soon as the leases of the present occupants expire. 

UTILIZATION OF NEW ROOMS. 

An appreciation of the additional room space recently 
gained was soon manifested. Col. Henry Hastings, of the 
old Boston shipping house of Henry Hastings & Son, noted 
in its day as owners of one of the largest fleets of American 
clipper ships, has presented to the Society a complete set of 
the models of these ships, which are handsomely mounted, 
and e.xhibit the progress in that branch of naval architecture 
from 1847 to 1S84. These models with explanatory placards, 
charts, and engravings, together with models of several full- 
rigged ships, formerly well known in Boston commerce, have 
been placed in a room devoted exclusively to them, and Col. 
Hastings ver}' generously arranged them, and provided frames 
and cases at his own expense* to the amount of over one 
hundred dollars. 

The Society is to be congratv' ' * • •coming j 
of this valuable collection, illust ^ the 



of Boston shipbuilding during a period of nearly forty years, 
and showing the models from which the ships were con- 
structed. Without the room recently acquired we could not 
have received this important addition. 

The donation of the portrait of Thomas Blanchard, the 
inventor, by Hon. S. S. Blanchard, and the gift of fifty dollars 
by Edward I. Browne, Esq., to pay for the bookcase placed 
in the new library room, are other evidences of endorsement 
and encouragement. The Society have fitted up the outer 
apartment of those recently acquired, on the lower floor, for 
an exhibition of the topography of Boston ; and the collec- 
tion is interesting as exhibiting the growth of our city and 
its increase of territory from year to year ; by means of maps 
and plans displayed there, this can be traced from the earliest 
period down to the present time. 

VALUE OF BEACON HILL. 

This feature has proved quite an attractive one, and among 
the visitors have been many interested students of Boston's 
history, who have been able to settle disputed opinions with 
regard to certain localities by means of these maps and plans. 
These also reveal some curious facts respecting the former 
value of real estate in our city. In a plan of Beacon Hill in 
1736, carefully drawn from old documents by Alexander 
Miller, civil engineer, and presented to the Society by Mr. D. 
M. Balfour, we find that the whole of that territory, then so 
designated, was owned by comparatively few individuals, and 
their possessions were reckoned by the acre. 

Thus Rev. James Allen had 36J acres, and Allen Street 
was named for him ; James Bowdoin 2 acres, a portion of 
which is now Bowdoin Street ; John Hancock $i acres ; we 
have to-day Hancock Avenue and Hancock Street. Benj. 
Joy (Joy Street), 2i acres. C. Southac, 2 acres. Southac 
Street is now called Phillips Street ; the name ought never 
to have been changed. Then here are others for whom streets 
were also named, which you will recognize : John Staniford, 
6 acres ; Charles Chambers, 4 acres ; John Leverett, 4 acres ; 
Mr. Bulfinch, 2 acres, besides L. Phillips, who had 9 acres ; 
Richard Middlecott, 4 ; S. Bannister, 8J, and J. Singleton 
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Copley, 20. Of course these estates in those days were mere 
pastures ; they were owned by nineteen proprietors and con- 
tained in all ii6 acres. The entire property was sold less 
than a century ago for less than $40,(X)0. The Assessors' 
valuation of the same territory at the present time is sixteen 
millions of dollars. 

It may be interesting in this connection to state that the 
first brick house built on Beacon Hill was erected 1804-5, on 
the western corner of Walnut and Beacon streets, by John 
Phillips, Boston's first mayor. 

BOSTONIANA. 

The two inner rooms opening from the topographical room 
have been fitted up as an office for the Secretary, and the 
Directors' room. In these two apartments has been placed 
the Library of the Society, which contains a choice and con- 
stantly increasing collection of Bostoniana, for which there 
is at present ample accommodation. These rooms, like the 
others in charge of the Society, are freely open to those 
wishing to consult its authorities, and afford rare opportunity 
for the student of Boston's history in any department. 
Ladies as well as gentlemen can freely use the Library, and 
an attendant is always at hand, when the rooms are open, to 
render assistance in obtaining any book that may be required. 
The basement will ere long be made the depository of other 
interesting memorials of Boston's history. 

Meanwhile the Society, which has hitherto been obliged 
to decline many valuable contributions on account of lack of 
space to properly display them, is now in condition to receive 
any such which may be given or loaned, and to place them 
where, under proper care, they can be inspected by the public. 
Contributions to the Library will be especially acceptable. 

The Hastings collection of models of clipper ships to which 
I have referred, was placed in the room formerly occupied by 
the custodians, and is an interesting object lesson of Boston's 
commercial enterprise in the period mentioned, and excites a 
feeling of pride for the merchants of our city of those days 
who did so much towards carrying the American flag and 
American commerce into foreign ports. 
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The contemplation and recollection of what Boston has 
done in the past suggests the thought of what she might do 
in the present and in the future. And we are carrying out 
one of the objects of the Society, to promote the study of 
the history of Boston, by glancing at the state of her foreign 
commerce, and the demands which it makes upon her citizens. 
The increase of late of the foreign commerce of the port is 
gratifying, and now that steamship service is to be enlarged, 
ample dockage facilities should be provided. 

CHANNEL IMPROVEMENT. 

Another matter which has had an important bearing on the 
commerce of Boston is in the way of accomplishment. This 
is the deepening and widening of the main ship channel from 
the Narrows to Nantasket Roads, to a thousand feet in width 
and twenty-seven in depth at mean low water. The work has 
been so far advanced that the present appropriation of ^190,000 
will very nearly complete it. The old width of the channel 
was six hundred feet, and twenty-three feet in depth at mean 
low water. This width was insufficient for long steamers, in 
view of the cross currents, and as the agent of the Cunard 
line said last year, owners did not like to trust these big craft 
to enter. About the time the large ships building for Boston 
trade are completed, however, this difficulty will be removed, 
and those vessels can enter and traverse the ship channel at 
any stage of the tide. 

When this width of a thousand feet has been obtained, 
vessels of any length will be able to steam safely past Fort 
Warren, and if necessary find secure and deep anchorage be- 
hind it. 

The accomplishment of this work will give Boston the 
most accessible harbor of any on the Atlantic coast, and the 
benefits of this, together with our nearer position to Liver- 
pool, will not be lost upon merchants and shipowners, if the 
people and business interests of the city do their part. 

The necessity of enlarging our facilities for handling foreign 
commerce promptly, is a pressing one for the future success 
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of the port. Boston cannot lose her hold on this commerce 
without suffering decadence as a mart for domestic trade, and 
as a financial centre. We have made gains in the past ; the 
city has grown rapidly, but a more determined effort is neces- 
sary, not only to expand our business but to maintain our 
position. 

boston's commercial importance. 

Boston is still the second port of the United States, but 
the competition is growing sharper. Places which did not 
exist, such as Newport News, when Boston was the seat of a 
great foreign trade, or which, like Baltimore, were relatively 
of small importance in this particular, have come to command 
a large business, and are determinedly pressing after more. 
Handicapped to some extent against our rivals, by the longer 
railroad haul to this city from the West, our advantages of 
being nearer to Liverpool and on a fine harbor opening to the 
sea, are not sufficient compensation unless supplemented by 
the most ample and economical facilities for transshipment of 
ocean freight. For this an improved and comprehensive dock 
system is needed. 

Mr. Wm. H. Lincoln, a well known Boston merchant and 
steamship owner, in an excellent address recently delivered 
before the members of the Real Estate Exchange, gave the 
following important facts : — 

" Boston holds at the present time the second place among 
the great commercial ports of the land. One would be led 
to suppose from articles sometimes published in the papers, 
and from speeches delivered on certain occasions, that our 
port was rapidly going into a decline, that our business was 
leaving us for more favored ports, and that grass was growing 
upon our unoccupied wharves. But such is not the case. 

••In 1877 we loaded 100 steamships for ports in Europe; 
in 1882 there were loaded 208 steamships, and there will be 
at least 360 sailings the present year. Bear in mind, also, 
and it is a most important fact, that a large proportion of the 
present ^steamships have twice the capacity of those that 
were running five years ago, so that as compared with 1882 
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During December, 1894, seventeen steamers sailed from 
Boston for Liverpool, nine steamers from Boston for London, 
and three from Boston for Glasgow. The tonnage of these 
vessels ranged from 5,000 to 8,000 tons. 

The Leyland Line is now building three new steamers for 
Boston, each of which is 520 feet long. The Warren Line 
is building one, and the Cunard Line two. 

New York is always carefully pampered, and millions of 
dollars are spent on Southern harbors where the arrival of a 
schooner is an event. The niggardly policy pursued by the 
National Government toward this port is a disgrace which 
should act as the keenest sort of spur on Massachusetts Con- 
gressmen and Senators. 

The talk of municipal ownership of docks has excited some 
attention, but the present condition of the city treasury 
seems to place that scheme in the background. We do need, 
however, a new dry dock. It is extraordinary that steamers 
should make a terminus of a port where there are no facilities 
for thorough repairs to an injured vessel. 

There is now a dry dock at Charlestown Navy Yard, but it 
was built in the days when vessels 250 feet long were re- 
garded as large. The new steamers that are to ply between 
Boston and Great Britain are 520 feet long and 55 feet wide. 
The old dry dock should be rebuilt. Its length should be 
doubled and its width increased. It should be at least 600 
feet long and 65 feet wide. The present dock will not even 
accommodate our largest coastwise steamers, nor the men-of- 
war of our new navy. 

It would cost perhaps a million dollars to make the altera- 
tions. If Congress can, however, pour out, not one, but many 
millions of dollars on cities that do not contribute materially 
towards the support of the Government, it should certainly 
afford one million for a modern dry dock for the second port 
in the United States. 

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES. 

Many interesting papers have been read af '' '>*'hly 

meetings of the Society ; a majority of thes Su- 

able chapters on Boston's past history. ; 



14 

prominent a position in our early history as this. Within its 
walls Governor Burnet had a hearty reception in 1728. 
Lafayette was there in 1784. The early meetings of the Cin- 
cinnati were held there, and those of the first lodge of Free- 
masons in America.' General Washington and other generals 
attended meetings of the Cincinnati and Masonic meetings 
within its walls, and in 1776, when the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was promulgated, the royal emblems of crown, lion 
and unicorn were burned in a bonfire before it. 

There certainly ought to be a memorial tablet conspicuously 
placed upon the building now covering the site of this his- 
toric old tavern. 

A BOSTON COLLECTION. 

Accessions are being made and contributions will be gladly 
received of mementoes of Boston's history, or volumes re- 
lating to it, its business or its people ; and while on this sub- 
ject I would state that our collection is intended to illustrate 
Boston's history, and that the antiquities we here preserve 
are intended to be only those of or relating to the city. 

This statement is made to correct the misapprehension 
that the Old State House is a mere antiquarian museum, and 
that any object that is old, be it a cannon ball found on the 
field of Waterloo, an Egyptian amulet, or a relic from ancient 
Rome, would be most acceptable. In fact it is often neces- 
sary to decline articles of antiquarian value simply for the 
reason that they have no relation whatever to Boston's his- 
tory, and, in fact, none such should find place here, for the 
reason that they may militate in some degree against our 
efiForts to promote the study of the history of Boston and the 
preservation of Boston's antiquities, by drawing attention to 
those of a different nature and description. 

The annual report of the Directors, the reports of the 
Treasurer, Committees on Rooms, Membership, and the Li- 
brary, to which I shall ask your attention, will present in 
detail the transactions of their several departments, the pro- 
gress that has been made in them, and their prv^' *ition. 



1 Two of the ** Bunches " whkh ne He 

Masonic Temple. 
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in Richmond. Its position has been made the more sure 
during the last year, by the policy definitely adopted by the 
City Government for putting the entire building in charge of 
the Society as soon as practicable. The eastern rooms on 
the lower floor, when vacated in the month of September by 
the Department for the Inspection of Buildings, were for- 
mally surrendered to the care of the Society, and on the I2th 
of November, His Honor, Mayor Matthews, sent a special 
message to the City Council, in which he said : 

"It has long seemed to me that the Old State House 
should be preserved rather as an historic monument than 
used for commercial purposes, and advantage was accordingly 
taken of the completion of the new Court House to remove 
into the old Court House the Department for the Inspection 
of Buildings, which for many years had occupied a portion of 
the Old State House, and to place this historic building in the 
charge and care of the Bostonian Society, an organization 
specially qualified for the task. 

" Unless, therefore, the City Council shall otherwise order, 
the entire building will be placed in charge of the Bostonian 
Society as rapidly as the outstanding leases fall in." 

The message also recommends a reduction of the rent paid 
to the City by the Bostonian Society to a nominal sum. 

This enlarged trust the Society is prepared to accept, for 
the benefit, not so much of its own members, or of the citi- 
zens of Boston only, but of all in every place who are inter- 
ested in the history of our city, and in the perpetuation of 
every object that illustrates it. The new rooms on the lower 
floor have been fitted up for the use of the Society, and for 
the more satisfactory display of its acquisitions. Additional 
bookcases have been provided for the library, and it is hoped 
that this will soon contain every important work relating to 
the history and biography of Boston. The cooperation of 
individual members is invited to this end, especially of those 
who have themselves added by their writings to the historical 
literature of our city. 

It is interesting to remember in this connectr 
first public library in Boston b2>'< '«-« **Anie on th 
we now occupy. Captain R< ^hen 
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April lo: "The Dutch Pirates in Boston in 1674-5/' by 
the Rev. George M. Bodge. 

May 8: "The Early History of Chauncy Hall School," 
by Mr. Thomas Gushing. 

October 16: "Our Old Streets and Highways," by Mr. C. 
W. Ernst. 

November 13 : "The Apostle Eliot's Work at Nonantum," 
by Mr. William C. Bates. 

December 11: "A Brief Historical Sketch of Boston 
Light," by Mr. Rufus G. F. Candage. 

Mr. Bodfish's paper, and that read by Mr. Hill, November, 
1893, on "Boston and Liverpool Packet Lines, — Sail and 
Steam," have been printed in the New England Magazine. 
It has been the purpose of the Directors to awaken an inter- 
est in the present generation, in the history of the ocean 
commerce of the port, the conditions of which have changed 
so greatly during the last thirty or forty years. With this 
object in view, arrangements were made, early in the year, 
for an exhibition in this room, of paintings of ships, princi- 
pally of the famous clippers of the decade 1850 to i860, 
which attracted much attention, and which will be more 
particularly referred to in the report of the Committee on 
Rooms. As one result of this exhibition, we have the 
Hastings collection of ships' models, the generous gift of Mr. 
Henry Hastings, which will also be described in the same 
report. 

The Directors are ready to make room and to care for 
another memento, and a most suggestive one, of Boston en- 
terprise on the high seas. It has been reported in the papers, 
that in the changes now in progress in the State House on 
Beacon Hill, the codfish which, since the present century 
began, has hung in the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
is to be removed. If this relic of the past is to be taken down 
and laid aside, it should be brought back to these halls, where 
it was first hung, in 1784, at the instance of *-**-*•■ -^^-'e and 
patriotic merchant, John Ro" '^^ ' legisl? ider 
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Edwin Forbes Waters, born in Petersham, 7 July, 1822, died 
* in San Francisco, Cal., 18 April. 

(Miss) Sarah Parker, born in Dorchester, 21 December, 1828, 
died in Roxbury, 19 April. 

Charles Greenleaf Wood, born in Newburyport, 28 July, 1822, 
died in Boston, 21 April. 

Charles Augustus Wilkins Crosby, born in Rogers Island, 
Me., 20 November, 183 1, died in Boston, 22 April. 

Edward Jackson Lowell, bom in Boston, 18 October, 1845, 
died in Cotuit, i May. 

Waldo Higginson, born in Boston, i May, 18 14, died in Bos- 
ton, 4 May, 

Thomas Niles, born in Boston, 25 January, 1825, died in 
Perugia, Italy, 18 May. 

Theodore Chase, born in Boston, 4 February, 1832, died in 
Boston, 18 May. 

Charles Augustus Greene, born in Batavia, N. Y., 19 April, 
1824, died in Arlington, 15 June. 

Francis Asbury Waterhouse, born in Scarboro, Me., 27 Jan- 
uary, 183s, died in Paris, France, 30 June. 

Alonzo Bond Wentworth, born in Somersworth, N. H., 28 
March, 1840, died in Dedham, 12 July. 

Thomas Bradford Dill, born in Boston, 5 December, 1830, 
died in Medford, 29 September. 

Joseph Swain Lovering, born in Boston, 4 July, 1809, died in 
Boston, 7 October. 

Samuel Hammond Russell, born in Boston, 3 January, 1823, 
died in Boston, 24 October. 

Charles Stewart Kendall, bom in Boston, 9 January, 1812, 
died in Augusta, Ga., 27 November. 

(Mrs.) Ellen Everett Mather, bom in Cambridge, 28 August, 
1820, died in Boston, 30 December. 

Messrs. Fenno, Waters, Crosby, Chase, Wentworth, Dill, 
and Russell, and Miss Parker, were Life Members. 
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The costliest edifices are reared on sand and gravel brought 
in from the country twenty miles distant, on foundations of 
piling and granite, from forest and quarry. Its land area has 
been nearly trebled. Its sea-margin has been fringed succes- 
sively by piers and wharves extending further into deep 
water, and giving to it on the map the appearance of a centi- 
pede. We need not exempt even the amphibious territory of 
Holland from the sweep of the statement, that more of 
expense and labor and artificial construction has been laid 
out on the land surface of Boston than upon any other equal 
space of the earth. The leveling of hills, the reclaiming of 
alluvial and marshy basins, the grading of declivities, the 
opening and broadening of highways, and the coating of stone 
and brick laid over the original soil, present visible evidences 
to the eye of continued and still uncompleted processes." 

And, again: "Within the memories of those still in life 
here in Boston, elements and influences, peoples and institu- 
tions, have been subjected to such radical and marvellous 
changes, as to make it equally futile and vain to ask what the 
place, its condition and circumstances, would have been, if 
left to the developments from its own lineage and stock. 
One might almost say that the inheritance has lapsed, from 
the failure of heirs of lawful succession, and by alienation, 
into the hands of strangers. The descendants of the Puritans 
are in the minority here, nor is the rule nor the tone of life 
with them. Slight respect of recognition or courtesy is paid 
to them or their traditions, such as is thought to be due from 
some fine and generous natures to the representatives of a 
decayed, but once formidable family." 

Mr. Winthrop sympathized with every effort to preserve 
and honor the venerated building in which this Society has 
its home, and he expressed this sympathy more than once in 
his historical addresses. In a lecture before the Lowell Insti- 
tute in 1869, soon after a visit to Europe, he told of his hav- 
ing groped bis way, a few months before, through the historic 
hall in Genoa, with its double row of original portrait 
statues of the old Genoese nobles, fonr as the Ba^ ' 

of St. George, but then desecrated t< ding: 
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department of what, as Mr. Wintbrop hoped and believed, 
was the dingiest custom-house in the world. He added : 
" Heaven forbid, thought I, that any historic hall of my own 
land should ever suffer such a profanation. Yet when I 
remembered how inadequately cared for our own Faneuil 
Hall, and still more our own Old State House, had often 
been ; and how much of their sanctity and of their safety had 
been sacrificed in years past, if they were not still, to any and 
every purpose which might increase the rents, and add a few 
more hundreds of dollars to a treasury from which so much 
goes out from year to year for more than doubtful expendi- 
tures, — I was less emboldened to indulge in any wholesale 
strictures upon other cities." 

Fortunately, Mr. Winthrop lived long enough to see the 
value of the Old State House, as an historic monument, to a 
good degree recognized by the City Government and the pub- 
lic, and its preservation for the future fairly assured. 

The Directors append to their report, extracts from an ad- 
dress by Mayor Harrison Gray Otis, 17 September, 1830, 
(the two hundredth anniversary of the settlement of Boston,) 
on which day the City Government took possession of the 
building we now occupy, thenceforward to be called the City 
Hall.^ The address is valuable now, as showing the venera- 
tion in which this building was held by the Bostonians of 

sixty years ago. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Curtis Guild, 
Hamilton A. Hill, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 
John Lathrop, 
George O. Carpenter, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 
James F. Hunnewell, 
Levi L. Willcutt, 

Directors, 
Boston, 8 January, 1895. 

^ The City Government occupied this bailding until 18 March, 1841, when it 
toYed to what had been the County Court House in School Street. 
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The following are the extracts from Mayor Otis's address 
alluded to above : 

The intimations which I have received from many individ- 
uals of your body, have left me no room to doubt of your 
general expectation that this first occasion of our meeting in 
this Chamber should not be permitted to pass away without 
something more than a brief record of the event upon your 
journals. The spot on which we are convened is Patriot 
Ground. It was consecrated by our pious ancestors to the 
duties of providing for the welfare of their infant settlement, 
and for a long series of years was occupied in succession by 
the great and good men whom Providence raised up to estab- 
lish the institutions and liberties of their country 

The history of the Town House, considered merely as a 
compages of brick and wood, is short and simple. It was 
erected between the years 1657 and 1659, and was principally 
of wood, as far as can be ascertained. The contractor re- 
ceived six hundred and eighty pounds, on a final settlement 
in full of all contracts.^ This was probably the whole amount 
of the cost, being double that of the estimate — a ratio pretty 
regularly kept up in our times. The population of the town 
sixty years afterwards was about ten thousand, and it is allow- 
ing an increase beyond the criterion of its actual numbers at 
subsequent periods, to presume that at the time of the first 
erection of the Town House, it numbered three thousand 
souls. In 171 1 the building was burned to the ground, and 
soon afterwards built with brick. In 1747 the interior was 
again consumed by fire, and soon repaired in the form which 
it retained until the present improvement, with the exception 
of some alterations in the apartments made upon the removal 
of the Legislature to the new State House, The eastern 
chamber was originally occupied by the Council, afterwards 
by the Senate. The Representatives constantly held their 
sittings in the western chamber. The floor of these was sup- 
ported by pillars and terminated at each end by d^ ' '• 
one end by a flight of steps leading into State 

1 The original receipt is in possessioo of the Bostonij 
printed in fnll in the " Proceedings "for 1S91, page 25. 
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day time the doors were kept open, and the floor served as a 
walk for the inhabitants, always much frequented, and during 
the sessions of the courts, thronged. On the north side, 
were offices for the clerks of the supreme and inferior courts. 
In these the judges robed themselves, and walked in proces- 
sion, followed by the bar, at the opening of the courts. Com- 
mittee rooms were provided in the upper story. Since the 
removal of the Legislature, .it has been internally divided into 
apartments and leased for various uses in a mode familiar to 
you all, and it has now undergone great repairs: — this floor 
being adapted to the accommodation of the City Government, 
and principal officers, while the first floor is allotted to the 
post office, news room and private warehouses. 

In this brief account of the natural body of the building, 
which it is believed comprehends whatever is material, there 
is certainly nothing dazzling or extraordinary. It exhibits no 
pomp of architectural grandeur or refined taste, and has no 
pretensions to vie with the magnificent structures of other 
countries or even of our own. Yet is it a goodly and vener- 
able pile — and with its recent improvements is an ornament 
of the place, of whose liberty it was once the citadel. And 
it has an interest for Bostonians who enter it this day, like 
that which is felt by grown children for an ancient matron by 
whom they were reared, and whom visiting after years of 
absence, they find in her neat, chaste, old-fashioned attire, 
spruced up to receive them, with her comforts about her, and 
the same kind, hospitable and excellent creature whom they 
left in less flourishing circumstances. But to this edifice 
there is not only a natural but " a spiritual body," which is 
the immortal soul of Independence. Nor is there on the face 
of the earth another building, however venerable for its an- 
tiquity, or stately in its magnificence — however decorated by 
columns and porticoes, and cartoons, and statues, and altars, 
and outshining " the wealth of Ormus or of Ind," entitled in 
history to more honourable mention, or whose spires and 
turrets are surrounded with a more glorious halo, than this 
'ding building. 

'ssertion might be justified, by a review of the parts 
' by those who have made laws, for a century after 
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the first settlement of Boston — of their early contention for 
their chartered rights — of their perils and difficulties with the 
natives — of their costly and heroic exertions in favor of the 
mother country in the common cause. But I pass over them 
all, replete as they are with interest, with wonder, and with 
moral. Events posterior to those growing out of them indeed, 
and taking from them their complexion, are considered by 
reflecting men as having produced more radical changes in 
the character, relations, prospects, and (so far as it becomes 
us to prophesy) in the destinies of the human family, than all 
other events and revolutions that have transpired since the 
Christian Era. I do not say that the principles which have 
led to these events originated here. But I venture to assert 
that here, within these walls, they were first practically applied 
to a well-regulated machinery of human passions, conscious 
rights, and steady movements, which forcing these United 
States to the summit of prosperity, has been adopted as a 
model by which other nations have been, and will yet be pro- 
pelled on the railroad which leads to universal Freedom. 
The power of these engines is self-moving, and the motion is 
perpetual. Sages and philosophers had discovered that the 
world was made for the people who inhabit it ; and that kings 
were less entitled in their own right to its government, than 
lions, whose claims to be lords of the forest are supported by 
physical prowess. But the books and treatises which main- 
tained these doctrines were read by the admirers of the 
Lockes and Sidneys and Miltons and Harringtons, and re- 
placed on their shelves as brilliant theories. Or if they 
impelled to occasional action, it ended in bringing new tyrants 
to the throne and sincere patriots to the scaffold. But your 
progenitors who occupied these seats first taught a whole 
people systematically to combine the united force of their 
moral and physical energies — to learn the rights of insurrec- 
tion not as written in the language of the passions, but in 
codes and digests of its justifiable cases — to enfor^** *^' 
under the restraints of discipline — to define ar 
objects — to be content with success, and to mak' 
advantages. All this they did, and when the pr< 
had arrived, they called on their countrym^- 
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called upon tfac Apostles, "Come, rise up quickly," and tbe 
cbaius icH inaa tbcir bands. The inspiring voice cchried 
throcg^h tbc welkin in Europe and America and awakei-ri 
oatic-ns. He wij woiJi !cam tbe effects of it, n.i^^t read 
the fcistc^ o: tie wcrid roc tbe ^as: hi'A ce^:=ry. H* »'■■> 
vo:i!d ar— ^paic th< cacsec^es^es. zzr^t p-^r-iir wi~ 1-- 
p-r-bttili'racs wi:* wiioi drse a rric^Lart. f:^ tie r*x:. T'*.s 
meccry -zi t^Mse s^e;: is ^iriled t: a fuJI sriJt « iT. :>« 

this ■.-"■I— rr- :e zr^Oifit'in. 'z\iz yiZ .a z--x z.zjr:s^-'s t-..: :-- 
crin:es a::ii Tfgr-r— nt-«. 3ii:rs r^j^r la z^-t tstfrnr.rj y: F :> ■.-, 
wizh tic ucc^iuiiiil burscin^ :t j. bi;i!>;r, 

actors whii ae'inj-i .n riicm. -v:.i;:i i.nis^Vi..'..^'- ~:'.'.a.'. ' •JLr~r 
vau, batzic ~a the j;inrrrivr;rsiea jer.sesn ^T''Vr-iiT ?i^n:iri (■■ i 
the Kjiise li aipr^senrnrlves. ^mme:n:::i^ lerirv ^er-r'.- 
Tears n^. reaotsmiii; rhe 2::Lims ii r;ie Tiiu.ier ^iimt;".' :.i t.i ; 
the Coianies wichoiir Their ronsenr ' Tj riic sr.inii mn :.; 
against wms ji .issisninirs. .n the ^.njjiiber nmv :iic.ini!e't far 
VQur 'ilavor saa. Aioermen. .wriere jnii ^nen .u'c.iniinif :,i 
John At jams. " [ndssendenc^ .»as jnm, " jnd .Those ^ftar wns 
then g^gi in the Hosr. ]v TTse-nen." Ti tlie memorabie vin- 
(Hcarion ■n :tie Hmije >[ 3^-CT«!entaiives iv me i| its mem- 
bo^ ' To :he ■" ;:^L_,T.:s >f :he u.iionies, ' .uiontfd bv ilie 
Le^siature js .l :erT:-.Hio:(L. ma :ninsmuted '^v !lie:r mier cu 
tbe Britisti min^-scry - Tu :he ienes it patriotic r'esiiliitinns, 
protests and Stite )aDers -eemin^ vith Iti.ii-jnant liioriiience 
and irresiatibiii .ir^ument :n irnnsition to The St.imn xx\d 
other tax jcts ; Tn *,he 'andin^ .inii niartenn-; ot :rn<ios in 
the town.- To :t:e -escinains; it -esoJutions in .iberiienre :ii 
royal mandates.- Tn *he -etnovni it 'he seat -it government 
and the innrni^ -t~i;j;ii; .n '.vhich ihe L-'crisi^ture ivas en- 
^gcd forrourreen iirrifteen years, iiinporteii iv the .Xiiamses, 

evs, the H:incocks, the Unwdnins, 

llustnniiB colk*a^es ? In fact the 
which '.ed to the emancipation .it 

a Hutchinson. ,i competent uJ.;?. 

— '11 this .ipartment — -with :l:oae 



1 



I 



29 

this building. And if it be tme» thac we an; now beture :ac 
aJtar, whence the coals were taken waica bave k:nc!ei tne 
flame of liberty in two hemispneresv }n:?u will realise wirii aw 
the sentiments already expressed, that the nicisc :ntenr:>c:n^ 
associations of the eventful aistcry of the x^e m:^hc rse ji 
natural trains and be indu-ged and present^ ,^n this .vcxsica 
without violence to propriety. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS. 

The year 1894 was a notable one in the hiscory of this 
Society. In its first month an exhibition of picturxfs of old 
merchant vessels brought to the Council Chamber hunurevls 
of visitors, many of whom saw our collections for the first 
time. This exhibition was authorized by the Directors* who 
appointed a subcommittee, consisting tA Messrs^ HilU Clark 
and the Clerk, to arrange its details. So unusual and suc^ 
cessful an event may be properly described at some length in 
this report. The §hips whose portraits adorned our walls for 
nearly two months, bore the commerce of Boston to every 
important foreign port. Their history is a part of the history 
of this city. It is, therefore, fitting that their names and 
those of their builders and owners should find a place in these 
pages. 

The exhibition consisted of pictures of the following ves- 
sels : — 

I. Ship Kremlin, 350 tons, Capt. D. P. Upton ; built by 
Waterman & Ewell in 1839, at Medford, for IC, & S. Train ; 
painted in 1840 at Elsinore; sold to make a man-of wur in 
South America. 

2. Ship Dorchester^ 415 tons, Capt, Upton ; built at M'-'^l- 

.ford by Waterman & Ewell in 1842 for Iv, & S, 'ixMu\ >v/Utb 

American trade; she was later the lAou^jtr «>hip iff 'Iii4th'i^ 

Liverpool line, and was loU in th<: Ail^hiU. in 1^44, Oft h^f 

)^nry^^^'^^A voyage; painted at Co;^K!/f,is/^^Jt 

Washingt<m Irxin^r^ yti X//!,t, f /a'/.. Hi/^ott , */■"'< 
>ston :n x?45 \y Ijor.^li M^K;^/, *',^: t>^^ wi^^'h 
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he built there, for E. Train & Company's line of Liverpool 
packets ; painted in England. 

4. Bark Drymo, Capt. Upton ; built before 1848 for 
E. Train and D. P. Upton ; painted at Elsinore or Copen- 
hagen. 

5. Ship Staghound, 1,600 tons, Capt. Richardson ; built at 
East Boston in 1850 by Donald McKay for Sampson & Tap- 
pan, and owned by them and George B. Upton. This ship 
was Mr. McKay's first effort to meet the demand for clipper 
ships for the California trade. The Boston Advertiser oi Dec. 
21, 1850, contained a description of this ** magnificent ship" 
occupying nearly two columns, in which she was called the 
largest of her class afloat, and the original of a new idea in 
naval architecture, being longer and sharper than any other 
vessel of the merchant service in the world. Her voyage 
from China to New York was never beaten ; she was a 
sister ship of the Winged Racer, and the two were burned 
about the same day, the Stagkoundhy a Confederate cruiser, 
the other in the harbor of Callao ; painted by Richard- 
son. 

6. Ship Bald Eagle, 1,600 tons, Capt. Dumaresq ; built by 
Donald McKay in 1852 for George B. Upton ; described in 
the Advertiser oi Nov. 17, 1852; painted by Richardson; 
these paintings were loaned by Mr. George B. Upton. 

7. "Too Rough to Board," painted in November, 1890, 
by W. F. Halsall, who was on board the pilot boat when 
word was passed to the ship that life would be lost in an 
attempt to put a pilot on board in entering Boston harbor ; 
the boat then led the ship into port ; loaned by Mr. Benj. 
C. Clark. 

8. Ship Northern Light, 1,050 tons, Capt. Huckins ; built 
in South Boston by J. E. & H. O. Briggs ; made in 1852 the 
quickest passage (75 days) between Boston and San Francisco 
round Cape Horn; painted by William Bradford; loaned by 
Major F. H. Briggs. 

9. Ship Dreadnought, built by the Briggs Brothers ; painted 
by Bradford ; loaned by Major Briggs. 

10. Ship Ellen Munroe, Capt. J. H. Norcross; built by 
John Taylor, at Chelsea; owned by Andrew T. Hall, and 



named for his gTaiid-<iaiighter ; scud to the Bremen line in 
1878, and lost in the North Sea ; painted in England ; loaned 
by CapL Norcros& 

1 1. Ship SJkaJhtsftmrr, Capt. Xorcross ; built by John Tay- 
lor, at Chelsea, in 1854 ; owned by Thomas Howe ; painted 
in England ; loaned by Capt. Xorcross. 

12. U. S. Sloop yamust4rzch\ Capt. IL R Forbes, which 
carried, in a fifteen days* passage, supplies to the destitute 
Irish in 1847; resolutions signed by the Lord Mayor of 
Dublin and bv the Council of the Irish Confederacy are in 
possession of the Bostonian Society ; loaned by the Boston 
Marine Society. 

13. Ship Gr^af -^«//i///V, 4,556 tons, buiU and owned by 
Donald McKay. She was the largest merchantman of her 
time, carrj'ing 15,653 yards of canvas. She was towed to 
New York and was burned at the wharf ; but her top-works 
were rebuilt, and she became a very successful ship, being 
employed by the English and French governments during the 
Crimean war ; loaned by the Boston Marine Society. 

14. Ship George Hallet^ Capt. Howes ; built at Duxbury ; 
owned by Howes & Crowell ; loaned by the Boston Marine 
Society. 

15. Ship North Bend^ Capt. Caleb Sprague; owned by 
Matthew Cobb & Co., of Boston ; painted as entering the 
port of Amsterdam in 1845 > loaned by Mr. Frank W. 
Sprague: 

16. Ship Grainna^ Capt. Caleb Sprague ; built in Hoboken 
in 1853; owned by Loring Brothers, of Malaga; afterwards 
sailed under the Spanish flag ; painted in China ; loaned by 
Mr. Caleb G. Sprague. 

17. Ship Flying Fishy 1,505 tons, Capt. Nichols; built by 
Donald McKay in 1851; owned by Sampson & Tappan ; 
painted by Butterworth, of Brooklyn ; she made many voy- 
ages to San Francisco, China and Manilla, and was finally 
run ashore coming out of Foo Chow, China, tea-loaded, badly 
damaged, but came up to Hong Kong where she was sur- 
veyed, condemned and sold. She was bought by a Spaniard, 
taken to Manilla and repaired, her sails and spars reduced, 
and put in the trade between Manilla and Cadiz under the 
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name of The Good Success, and may still be in that line ; 
loaned by Col. A. N. Sampson. 

1 8. Ship Westward Ho, I1650 tons, Capt. Hussey; built 
by McKay in 1852 for Sampson & Tappan ; loaned by CoL 
Sampson. 

19. Ship Fanny Forrester; built by Day of Damariscotta, 
Maine, and named in honor of Mrs. Judson, a missionary to 
Siam and Burmah, who used that name as a nom-de-plume ; 
owned by Sampson & Tappan ; painted by Drew ; loaned by 
Col. Sampson. 

20. Ship Nightingale, Capt. Dumaresq ; her history is an 
interesting one. A young Swede came to this country with 
some money, with the intention of building a craft to be fitted 
up for passengers to the World's Fair in London in 185 1. 
For this purpose he located himself at Portsmouth, contract- 
ing with ship-builders who had shii>-yards at Eliot, just oppo- 
site Portsmouth, for a ship of about a thousand tons, with 
extensive cabin arrangements for passengers. The model of 
the ship was that of an extreme clipper. When nearly com- 
pleted the projector fell short of money. Masts, spars and 
sails had all been contracted for and were in a state of for- 
wardness. The mechanics concluded to complete the ship, 
and put her in the hands of Governor Goodwin, of Ports- 
mouth, for sale ; each contractor to take his pro rata of his 
contract. When completed, the ship under mechanics* lien 
was transferred to the Governor, brought to Boston, purchased 
by Sampson & Tappan, and loaded for Australia with a cargo 
valued at $125,000. From there she proceeded to China 
where she took the highest freight of the season, 5 pounds 
sterling per ton for London. To test her merits, Messrs. 
Sampson & Tappan published in the London Times a chal- 
lenge to the British merchant fleet to race from the Downs to 
China and back for 10,000 pounds sterling, a distance of 
nearly thirty thousand miles. But no one could be found to 
accept the challenge. She was afterwards sold to a Salem 
house who sent her to Rio Janeiro, where she was sold and 
sent to the coast of Africa as a slaver, was captured by a 
United States cruiser, the slaves liberated, and the vessel sent 
home. She was subsequently used by the government during 
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the Rebellion, and after the close of the war was sold and put 
into the California trade. The Nightingale made the shortest 
known run from the equator to Melbourne, twenty-five days ; 
her whole passage from New York was sixty-eight days. 
Loaned by Col. Sampson. 

21. Ship Titan, Capt. Oliver Eldridge; built in New York 
by Roosevelt & Joyce in 1855 for D. G. and W. B. Bacon, of 
Boston, 1,985 tons, being next in size to the Great Republic 
(No. 13) ; in London was chartered by the French Govern- 
ment to take supplies and soldiers from Marseilles to the 
Crimea, whither from London and Marseilles she was towed ; 
thereafter commanded by Capt. J. Henry Sears ; in 1857 car- 
ried from New Orleans the largest cargo of cotton (6,900 
bales) hithertd taken across the Atlantic ; off the port of 
Liverpool was partially dismasted, and the painting by 
Waters, loaned by Capt. Sears, represents her entering 
Liverpool in that condition ; sailing for Melbourne after 
repairs and thence to Callao, on the passage to London was 
abandoned in Lat. 35° South, the crew after six days in boats 
being taken off by a French ship and carried to Pernam- 
buco. 

22. Ship W, B, Dinstnore, i, icx) tons, Capt. N. F. Foster ; 
built by Drummond & Co., of Bath, Maine, in 1863, and 
bought by Capt. J. H. Sears, of Boston ; she made several 
voyages to San Francisco and Europe; in 1867 her cargo of 
coal was found to be on fire after passing the Cape of Good 
Hope; was abandoned, her crew being taken off the boats 
and carried to Calcutta ; painted by Waters ; loaned by Capt. 
Sears. 

23. Ship Sophia Walker, 343 tons ; built at Medford by J. 
F. Foster in 1844; owned by Theophilus Walker & Brother; 
loaned by the Misses Walker. 

24. Ship Danvers ; built at Medford in 1847; owned by 
Theophilus Walker & Brother ; loaned by the Misses Walker. 

25. Ship Hotspur, Capt. George A. Potter; built in 1856 
for Francis Hathaway, of New Bedford, for the China trade ; 
painted in Hong Kong ; loaned by Mrs. Henry C. Morse. 

26. Bark Penguin, 583 tons, Capt. Wheeler; built in 
New York in 1854 by J. & C. Roosevelt; owned by A. A. 
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Salmon's pictures were generally very realistic, — he loved 
to paint what was about him, — and I remember, in this con- 
nection, his asking me one day if I had seen a recent picture 
by George L. Brown (a view of Chingford Church in Eng- 
land), and on my replying in the affirmative, he turned upon 
me with the question : ** What does that /e//u keep going to 
England to paint Chingford Church for; can't he find any- 
thing to paint at home ? " 

The view of Boston Harbor, which has come into the pos- 
session of your Society, I remember very well, having seen 
it in progress in his studio, and also many times after it was 
completed. My impression about its general history is, that 
it was painted to order for some wealthy merchant of Boston 
who, when it was completed (there having been no written 
agreement as to price), declined to pay the amount asked by 
the artist for the picture, and I feel quite sure it was ofiEered 
for sale in one of the establishments (few in number at that 
time) where works of art were exhibited for that purpose. 

Salmon was not an idealist ; his pictures were faithful tran- 
scripts of what he saw and felt, and as such they will always 
have a certain amount of historic value. His preference 
seemed to be for bright, breezy e£Fects, with plenty of sun- 
shine ; the sea in its wilder aspects, with stormy clouds, dis- 
mantled wrecks, and rocky shores, had for him apparently no 
attraction, and I do not remember ever to have seen a single 
work by him in which he had attempted to depict its more 
wicked aspects. 

Occasionally he painted landscapes with still water. I re- 
call one picture of this kind, a view of the Neponset River, 
with a broken, grassy bank, and trees upon it reflected in the 
water, upon which were one or two small boats. And I also 
recall an incident connected with another landscape by him, 
the subject of which I do not remember. In some way an 
accident had happened to this picture, which had left a spot or 
blemish of some kind upon the sky ; and the artist showed ^*' 
to me in that condition, with a good many expressior 
gust. When next I called upon him he showed it to n 
asking me if I *' should ever have thought of that ws 
his trouble with the sky," and upon my answering 
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The Margaret Forbes^ Capt. Henry Bancroft, cleared for 
Canton by way of London, July ii, 1829 ; and as the ship in 
the painting has the effigy of a woman for a figurehead, it is 
possible that it was her departure which the artist designed 
to commemorate in this work. If not the Margaret Forbes^ 
the Lucilla, probably, was the original of the picture. Mr. 
Daniel P. Parker's daughter, Lucilla, married Mr. Edmund 
Quincy, Sen. 

Of more importance, however, is the general view here 
presented of the water front of Boston from India Wharf to 
Quincy Market in the year 1829, which we may accept as in 
the main accurate, and which, therefore, is interesting his- 
torically.^ A study of it will illustrate the extent to which 
the waters of our harbor have been encroached upon, by the 
extension of wharves and the laying out of marginal streets, 
during the last half century. 

Coming to details in the picture, one cannot but notice that 
the sailors, strangely enough, are represented as engaged in 
their various avocations, wearing tall hats. Whether or not 
this was a conceit of the eccentric artist we cannot say. We 
remember that, years ago, the English pilots who boarded the 
inward bound Cunard steamers off Point Lynas, on the Welsh 
coast, invariably made their appearance on deck in black silk 
hats ; but we never supposed that common sailors went about 
their work, under any circumstances, thus covered. 

Another detail is worthy of special attention, and it would 
be interesting to know whether anything similar to it has been 
observed in other paintings of vessels, by Salmon or any one 
else in recent times. On the foretopsail of the ship there is 
a representation which has been described as a sunburst, but 
which we are strongly inclined to think is intended for what 
is known as Saint Elmo's fires. This may or may not have 
been on the ship itself ; in the latter case it would be another 
of the conceits of the artist. The probability, however, is 
that the artist has given us an authentic picture of the sail 
Seamen in the Mediterranean have been for ages in Xhr 



^ It U uid that the engnTing of Faneofl Hall Market in Bowen's ** 
){<>Mon ** (opp* p> 64) is a €opT« in part of the painting now under cona 
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of invoking the help of Saint Elmo, a bishop of Fortnio, who 
died early in the fourth century, and his name has been given 
to a phenomenon, now understood to be electrical, whose 
appearance, as it suddenly gleamed from yard-arm or mast- 
head, especially when seen double, was hailed as the best of 
omens for ship and crew. 

But long before the days of the sainted bishop, or, indeed, 
the Christian era, sailors observed and welcomed the phenom- 
enon of which we are speaking, associating it then with their 
hero-patrons, the Dioscuri. The vessel in which the Apostle 
Paul sailed from Malta to the Bay of Naples had for its sign 
Castor and Pollux ; and one of the ports at which be called 
on the way, Rhegium, was sacred to the Twin Brethren. 
These divinities, perhaps the most attractive in the whole 
ancient mythology, are described with much power and 
beauty in one of Macaulay's Lays. After their intervention 
in behalf of the citizens of Rome at the battle of the Lake 
Regillus, the princely pair, we are told, entered the city, and 
with slow and lordly pace rode to the Fonim and to the ' well 
that springs by Vesta's fane.' On their mysterious disappear- 
ance at the door of the temple, the High Pontiff spoke their 
praises to the awe-stricken people, saying : 

' Back comes the chief in triamph. 

Who, in the hour of fight. 
Hath seen the Great Twin Brethren 

In harness on his right. 
Safe comes the ship to haven. 

Through billoira and through gales. 
If once the Great Twin Brethren 

Sit shining on the sails.' 

Are we mistaken in associating the symbol on the canvas 
before us with the auspicious omen, which, before and since 
has brought hope and 
ions of seamen ? We 
trpreting it, until some 
1 

g one, as to the extent 
>ther have been painted 
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or otherwise marked on the sails of ships. We can only refer 
now and here to one memorable instance, without stopping to 
consider whether it was or was not exceptional at the period 
to which it belongs. 

Among the many treasures of the Lenox Library, New 
York, are original copies of the four editions, printed in 1493, 
of the first letter of Christopher Columbus, telling of his 
great discovery, which was immediately translated into Latin 
and sent for publication to Rome. The rarest and most in- 
teresting of these is the pictorial edition, complete in ten 
leaves, which the trustees of the library have reproduced in 
exact fac simile. The curious wood cuts with which it is 
illustrated are supposed by some to have been copied from 
drawings made by Columbus himself. One of them gives a 
side view of a caravel, the Nina or the Pinta^ perhaps, and 
shows, on the swelling front of its foresail, the symbol of the 
Cross, in the Maltese form, as we judge. It will be remem- 
bered that Columbus made his final appeal, especially to 
Queen Isabella, 'by holding out the prospect of extending the 
empire of the Cross over nations of benighted heathen, while 
he proposed to devote the profits of his enterprise to the re- 
covery of the Holy Sepulchre.* We can well understand that, 
embarking under the inspiration of this supreme purpose, he 
would emblazon upon his sails the sign in which he expected 
to overcome all the obstacles which lay before him, and that 
he would adopt the Cross of the Knights Hospitaller of St. 
John, who were sworn to protect and defend the Holy Sepul- 
chre to the last drop of their blood. The great admiral sailed 
from Palos on Friday, the day of our Redemption, as histori- 
rians remind us, and the day also on which the Holy Sepul- 
chre was recovered by Godfrey de Bouillon. That he would 
sail under the sign of the Cross, seems antecedently prob- 
able ; that he did so sail, is made almost certain by the picto- 
rial edition of his first letter, of which one perfect copy, and 
only one, so far as is known, has come down to us.^ 



^ In a picture o£ a vessel of the fifteenth ce ^ Mr. ] 

Winsor*s ** Christopher Columbus ** (p. Si), there n th< 

of what appear to be a Xmah and two Greek cro 
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i6. Ship North American. Built by Messrs. Curtis & 
Smith in East Boston. Launched Jan. 3, 1873. Length, 
219.65 ft.; breadth, 41 ft.; depth, 24.05 ft.; tons, 1,584. 
First voyage, Capt. G. W. Tucker, New York, May 4, 1873, 
for Melbourne ; passage, 72 days. This ship made several 
remarkable short passages, for instance : New York to Mel- 
bourne, 72 days, 14,112 miles, 196 miles per day; Melbourne 
to San Francisco, 51 days, 10,500 miles, 204 miles per day; 
San Francisco to Liverpool, 93 days, 16,919 miles, 182 miles 
per day, or a grand total of 216 days, 41,539 miles, 192 miles 
average per day, or 8 miles per hour, for 216 consecutive sail- 
ing days. She was lost in a typhoon on her way from Japan 
to New York, July 23, 1892. 

17. Ship Charger (second). Built by Smith & Townsend 
in East Boston. Launched April 18, 1874. Length, 205 ft. ; 
breadth, 40 ft. ; depth, 24 ft. ; tons, 1,444. First voyage, 
Capt. G. B. Knowles, New York, June 9, 1874, to San Fran- 
cisco; passage, 128 days. 

18. Charts showing the passage of the ship South Ameri- 
can. Built by Smith & Townsend in East Boston. Launched 
Sept. 2, 1876. Length, 245 ft. ; breadth, 41 ft. 10 in. ; depth, 
25 ft 6 in. ; tons, 1,762. First voyage, Capt. G. B. Knowles, 
New York, Dec. 3, 1876, for San Francisco ; passage, 109 
days. The South American was at her time the fastest sail- 
ing vessel afloat. She made a voyage from San Francisco to 
Liverpool, thence to Cardiff, Eng., thence to Hong Kong and 
back to San Francisco, in 10 months and 17 days, including 
discharging and loading time. This is the quickest sailing 
time on record around the world. She also made three con- 
secutive passages from San Francisco to Liverpool in 100 
days each ; once to Cardiff in 89 days, thence Hong Kong to 
New York in 88 days. She was lost Sept. 15, 1889, in Struy's 
Bay, Cape L'Agulhas, southern end of Africa. The charts also 
show the quick passages of the Charger and North American. 

19. Framed oil painting of the Kate Hastings (No. i). 

20. Framed oil painting of the Nonantum (No. 8;. 

21. Full-rigged model of the Cashmere (No. f 

22. Framed oil painting of the steamship Mi 
raerly Memphis)^ 1,321 tons, built at Dunbarton 
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learned that we have three stories in this building, containing 
interesting relics of Boston's history. 

A detailed list of the Accessions to the Society's Col> 
lections during the past year accompanies this Report. 

The Committee would add its word to the general expres- 
sion of regret at the loss of its former chairman, the late 
Samuel H. Russell. His unremitting interest in this Society 
showed itself to no greater advantage than in the faithful 
discharge of the duties of this Committee. During the 
whole course of our history, his wide acquaintance and cul- 
tivated taste brought to our collections many objects of great 
and permanent value. 

For the Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, 

Clerk. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

In spite of the financial depression of the past year, the 
receipts of the Society almost reached the highest point ever 
attained, and notwithstanding the increase of expenditures 
caused by the loan exhibition of pictures of clipper ships at 
the beginning of the year, and the addition of new rooms at 
its close, we carry a balance to new account 

The Permanent or Life Membership Fund amounted on 
Dec. 31, 1894, to ^16,626.65. During the past year ^1,000 
were received in payment of the legacy of the late J. Henry 
Stickney, of Baltimore. The fund has been invested by the 
purchase of bonds at the following prices ; 



1893. 

August 21. Five City of Geveland 5 p 

■' 33. Three Cttj of Boston 4 

" 34. Two City of Boston 4 

October 31 , Tliree City of Ckveland s 

1894. 

Nov. 10. Two Gty of Dayton s 

Toad 




The habnnr, $944,77. 
Company, as wiD be seen by lu azzs 
the jear*s tnntsarTiqn&. ^Sec x 55 



REPORT OF THE CTlD^rrrEE ^-X THE l-H 3L-*.LY 



The whole xns-bcr ac ^i^. T-rr^^ r pc ei^g d i:ir--i-^ rris 
5Lr; cc pEnjiL'caw :f> A^ccl^ tic rriir^ i.:. 
were: Tbe Iterarr papers ct R.2S:sacil Sc 
froos Mxfrr Srzrzis: "'Tlie Daggett-I>:';;;^ec: Fi.TiI; * r-4 
the Rev, C Er. Braflce; •* Colonial History, riiiscrsrjii re 
Medals.'' fr:a Mr. W. T. R. Marvin ; - The zTzcesoLsz^ zc 
the G?2sc Loc^ of MassachnsettSy*' in 19 TOi^inies^ fr:ci tbe 
Secctarr, Mr. S D. Nickerson; "Schools and S±ccC^>:'^ 
cc C'^ Boscoa''; "The Street Maps of Bostcc." freer Mr 
W. H. W=itmorc ; " The Constitution of the Bostcc Frr« 
Czz. i$24r from Mr. Edward I. Browne; •The Ear^r 
Rccirds of Providence," Vol. IV, from Mr. T. S MitcieCL 
the pce^oos volnmes having been already received troci the 
suae TctLeraan ; "The Professional and Industrial Kisccrr 
cc ScrcuL Coonty," three volumes, from Mr. D. H. Coolid^ ; 
ArtLjcTT Election Sermons for 1732, '36, '38, '58^ '67. "74. 
!*:t: Fourth of July Orations, 1799, 1810, '15, '25. 

A "^ list of the Accessions and Donors " is given on pages 

5 1 3ulC J2. 

Tie acquisition of new rooms, into which the library has 
aciBi moved, together with additional shelf room, will allow 
tse Society to accept donations of books relating to the his- 
of Boston, or pamphlets on the same subject. 

For the Library Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, 

C/erk. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Samuel Wells, Chairman of the committee appointee 
to nominate officers of the Society, to hold office for the year 
1895, reported the following names : 

For Clerk and Treasurer. 
Samuel Arthur Bent. 



For Directors. 



Curtis Guild, 
David H. Coolidge, 
Hamilton A. Hill, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 



John Lathrop, 
George O. Carpenter, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 
James F. Hunnewell, 



Levi L. Willcutt. 

A ballot being ordered, they were declared elected. 

The foregoing reports were accepted and ordered placed 
on file. The Society then adjourned. 

S. Arthur Bent, 

Clerk. 






. • » 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY, 1894. 



DONOM. 




American Historical Association 

American Historical Society 

Andrews, C. Stanley 

Appleton, Nathan 

Art Museum, Trustees of 

Beck, Frederick . 

Bent, S. Arthur 

Boston Park Commissioners 

Boston Public Library . 

Bostonian Publishing Company 

Bradlee, Rev. Caleb D. 

Brookline Public Library 

Browne, Edward I. 

Brown, Francis H. 

Buffalo Historical Society 

Carpenter, George O. . 

Cheney, Mrs. Arthur . 

Colonial Wars, Mass. Society of 

Commissioners of Labor 

Coolidge, David H. 

Dedham Historical Society . 

Delaware Bureau of Education 

Ernst, C. W. 

Essex Institute, Salem 

Folsom, Albert A. 

Goodwin, Daniel . 

Green, Samuel A. 

Guild, Curtis 

Hayden, Albert F. 

Hapgood, Warren 

Horton, E. S. 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 



I 
3 



I 
I 



I 
3 



14 



Pam- 

PMUITS. 



I 

2 



14 
I 

5 

2 

iS 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 

I 



4 

3 

I 

2 
2 
I 

4 
I 

5 



74 



52 



Donors. 



Number brought forward^ 
Hill, Hamilton A. 
Hunnewell, James F. 
Huntoon, Mrs. D, T. V 
Jackson, William . 
Kneeland, Mrs. J. A. 
Lodge, Henry Cabot 
Massachusetts Colonial Society 
Massachusetts Humane Society 
Marvin, W. T, R. • 
Matthews, Nathan, Jr. 
McLeod, F. F. 
Means, James 
Missouri Historical Society 
Mitchell, T. S. . 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
New England Society of New York 

Nickerson, S. D 

Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society 
Osgood, Martha B., Estate of 
Peabody Institute, Trustees of 

Porter, Edward G 

Potumtuck Valley Association of Deerfield 
Public Reservations, Trustees of . 

Purchased 

Rhode Island Historical Society . 

Slafter, Edmund F 

Shreve, G. W 

Sons of American Revolution, Mass. Society 

Sturgis, Russell 

Spalding, Edward 

St. Andrew's Royal Arch Chapter 

Taunton Public Library 

Whitmore, William H. . 

Yale University . 



of 




14 

4 
I 



I 

2 
I 



19 



I 
I 



Total 



Pam- 

PHI.STS. 



74 

4 

3 
I 

I 

I 

I 

27 



I 

I 

2 
I 

I 
I 

2 
I 
I 
I 

16 
I 
I 

10 



7 
I 

I 



52 



163 
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ACCESSIONS 



TO THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS, 1894. 



DONOR. 



Appleton, Nathan 
Balfour, David M. 



Bent, S. Arthur 
Blanchard, S. Stillman 

Boyd, Francis 

Bowditch, Alex. G. 



Bradford, Phoebe C. 
Bradlee, Rev. C. D. 



Browne, Edward I. 



Black, J. W. 



Carpenter, Geo. O., Jr. 

Chamberlain, Miss J. 

Christ Church, War- 
dens and Vestry of. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Funeral of Gen. Corse and other cards, programmes, 
notices, etc. 

Beacon Hill in 1736, showing the estates and 
owners. Drawn by Alexander Miller, Civil En- 
gineer. 

Engraved likeness of the late Henry W. Paine. 

Framed oil portrait of Thomas Blanchard, inven- 
tor. 

Flag of the 4th Co., 30th Reg., ist Div., Mass. 
Vol. Militia. 

Framed photograph of HoUis Street Church ; built 
1788; removed to Braintree, 1810; photograph 
taken in 1893. 

Photograph of the Merchant House, Pearl Street. 

Framed diploma of the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries of Denmark, with signature of 
Christian IX, the President; photograph of 
George C. Shattuck, M. D. 

Specimens of Confederate money; "Columbian 
Centinel,^^ March 4, 1801 ; *' Massachusetts 
Gazette,** 1771 \ promissory note of James 
Leach for two dollars, 1704; a bullet from 
Bunker Hill, and another from Stillwater. 

Photograph of the burning of the Globe Theatre, 
1894; photograph of ••The Traveller" build- 
ing. State Street ; photograph of the Tremont 
House, taken May, 1894; four photographs of 
the Tremont Street fire in Roxbury. 

Manuscript Elegy on John Hancock, 1793. 

Blue plate, with picture of McDonough^s Victory. 

Yoke and irons of one of the bells in Christ Church, 
with a wheel set in the floor through which the 
bell rope passed. It is the ori^nal white oak 
stock, with wrought iron hangings and stop 
stay, of one of the bells sent from England in 
1744. The wheels in the floor where the bell 
ropes passed served to prevent friction, and in- 
side tnem are other wheels which run on doll 
bearings. 
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DONOR. 



Qark, Benjamin C. 
Clarke, Thomas Wm. 



darker, W. B. 

Cotter, Percy H. 
(Loan). 

Crooker, Elmer H. 

Cruft, Rev. S. B. 

Curtis, Henry P. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Curtis, Miss Isabella P. 



Daly, John T. 



Davis, J. Alba 
Folsom, Albert A. 



Forbes, Frank H. 
Hastings, Henry 
Hill, Hamilton A. 
Holman, T. A. 
Hoyt, George 
Huntoon, Mrs. D.T.V. 



Kellogg, Warren F. 

Lane, J. Ballard 
Leonard, Samuel H. 



•• The Old and the New," photo^ph of the Old 
State House and the Ames Building ; framed. 

Three plaster casts of Royal Arms of Great Bri- 
tain, from an 8-in. howitzer, 1727 ; arms of Lord 
George Sackville, 1759 i ^^^ another on a gun 
captured at York town. 

Menu of dinner of the Sons of American Revo- 
lution; Union Boat Club, 1891. 

A cutlass dug up on the Nickerson estate on the 
south side of Bunker Hill. 

Brick from the Auchmuty House in Roxbury. 

A Franklin medal given to Thomas Powars in 
1796. 

Photographs of No. 296 Beacon Street, the resi- 
dence of Dr. O. W. Holmes ; the comer of Bea- 
con and Bowdoin Streets ; the comer of Beacon 
and Mt. Vernon Streets; Mt. Vernon Street 
near Beacon Street ; Bowdoin Street and Beacon 
Hill Place. 

Ticket to dinner given to President John Adams at 
Faneuil Hall in 1797 ; other tickets, and rules of 
the Assembly, 1794. 

Menu of banquet to John S. Damrell, Inspector of 
Buildings, with picture of the Old State House 
and a reproduction of the tablet in the corridor. 

Pocketbook belonging to Joshua Davis (1762- 
1842). 

Coupon tickets of the excursions of the Ancient 
and Honorable Artillery Company in 1885 and 
1894. 

Piece of the foundation of Central Wharf; put 
down in 18 14, taken up in 1889. 

Fifteen models of ships and other articles ; with 
loan of models of two full-rigged ships. 

Twenty-sixth Anniversary of the Congregational 
Club, Programme, April 23, 1894. 

Photographs of pictures of old ships, taken from 
the exhibition of the Bostonian Society, 1894. 

Broadside, with view of W. P. Tewksbury's Book- 
store in Washington Street. 

Vouchers on the Gardiner Greene — Vane House ; 

*' Why Henry Laurens ordered his body to be 

burned"; Bunker Hill Centennial, 1875, ^^^l 

other papers. 
Photograph of the Nightingale and other clipper 

ships. 

Manuscript document of 1669. 

Advertisement of the steamer Argo to Fort Inde- 
pendendence in 1861. 
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DONOR. 



Lunt, William P. 



Marvin. W. T. R. 



Matthews, Nathan, Jr. 
May, Henry A. 
Mi tchellfMissBessieM . 
Mullett, A. £. 



Norcross, Grenville H. 



Osgood, Martha B., 
Estate of 



Parker, Miss Sarah 



Pierce, Edward L. 
Pratt, John F. 



Pratt, Franklin S. 
Purchased 
Quincy, Henry P. 



Reed, Mrs. Mary C. 

Reed, Samuel N. 
Reynolds, William H. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Autographs of Daniel Webster, Professor J. W. 
Webster, Edward Everett, George Lunt, and 
manv others; en^ved portraits of Increase 
Matner, James Otis, Isaian Thomas (2) , Rev. 
F. Prince. 

Ticket of admission to the Consecration of Bishop 
Lawrence, Oct. 5, 1893 ; programme of the Wen- 
dell Phillips Memorial Service in 1885 ; Everett 
Athenaeum supper menu, 1876; bill of lading 
of the ship Adventurer, Jonathan Belcher, 
owner. Capt. Ebenezer Bowditch, 1726-7 ; three 
old bills of lading, 1808, etc. 

Bonner^s map of Boston, 1722; Norman^s map, 
1789; Carleton^s map, 1803. 

Programmes of the Dorchester Historical Society ; 
Everett Centenary, etc. 

Piece of the ship Cadmus, which brought La&yette 
to this country in 1824; and old papers. 

Lithographs of Rev. Mr. Laurie ; of Bunker Hill 
Monument dedication ; a badge worn then, and 
programmes. 

A commission signed by Gov. Claflin ; a framed 
etching, by Bicknell, of Hunt^s portrait of Fran* 
cis Gardner. 

Notices of meetings of the Alert Fire Company, 
1 81 5; agreement with J. Q. Adams, 1809; bill 
of lading, 1779; meeting of Mass. Char. Ass., 
1809. 

Framed photograph of Hon. Ebenezer Seaver, M. 
C, of Roxbury, and of the sickel pear tree, the 
first in Massachusetts ; introduced by him between 
1803 and 1 8 13, and still standing in Roxbury. 

Daguerreotype of Charles Sumner taken in 1853, 
aud engraved for Piercers Life of Sumner. 

Etchings of the Old South Church, 1675 1 of ^^ 
Rev. Roger Price ; of Revere^s picture of Bos- 
ton enlarged. 

Card of Charles J. Guiteau, Attorney-at-law, Bos- 
ton. 

Oil painting of Dock Sauare, from a sketch made 
by Nathaniel Holmes in 181 1. 

Framed oil painting by Salmon, "The Wharves of 
Boston in i829,*^from the estate of his brother, 
the late Edmund Quincy. 

A watch case belonging to the late BiUinn Briggs ; 
also his portrait, and two Tam <r Shanter 
pitchers. 

A ticket to the Peace Jubilee Chorus in 1872. 

Photographs of the Roxbury floods, etc. 
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DONOR. 



Roby, Warren G. 
Russell, Samuel H. 



Russell, Mrs. S. H. 



Salter, Miss Edith H. 



Seagrave, Daniel 



Sprague, Frank W. 



Urbino, S. R. 
Watson, William 

Weston, Mrs. F. £. 

Whitmorc,Wm. H. 

Willard, Miss Susanna 
(Loan.) 

Young, Mrs. E. W. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Colored photograph of Daniel Webster, from a 
daguerreotype in possession of the donor. 

Broadside of the Boston Federal Band, of which 
John Howard Payne was captain, 1803 ; Badse 
and Ribbon of the Cincinnati (by Lady Play&ir) 
once owned by Gen. Dearborn, and worn in 
Washington's presence in 1789. 

Three volumes of policies of Marine insurance in 
1803, kept by N. P. Russell, as successor to Peter 
C. Brooks. 

Wooden post to support a street lantern, taken 
from the attic of No. i Staniford Street (Dr. 
Salter's house) where it had been for sixty-five 
years ; a bill of 1841, with view of the Old Cor- 
ner Bookstore. 

Two pairs of silver shoe buckles, once belonsing 
to Ethan Allen Greenwood, of the Columbian 
Museum. 

Broadsides: *' The Chesapeake and Shannon^ \ 
•• The Constitution and Java^-, *«The Peacock 
and Hornet ^\ California Mining Co., 1849; 
ship Duxbury^ etc. 

A tile from the Hancock house. 

A French map of Boston during the siege, 1776. 
Presented to Professor Watson by M. Muret, 
Surveyor of the city of Paris. 

Order of exercises, Boston Female Asylum, 1812 ; 
and other broadsides. 

Maps to accompany Hales' " Street Maps of Bos- 
ton." 

A hatchment, of framed embroidery, of the Willard 
arms, worked by Miss Mary Willard, daughter 
of President Willard of Harvard College, when 
a schoolgirl in 1795. 

Carved ship's figurehead made by Isaac Fowle 
about 1820. 
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McGlenen, Edward W. 
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Powers, Patrick H. 
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Wyman, Edward 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HiSTORY OF BOSTON, 
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES^ 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It shall be the duty of members, so faj as it may be in their power, to 
carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or purchase, 
books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means as may 
from time to time seem expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either 
resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and 
accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors, be 
elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting. 

III. 

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the Direc- 
tors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members present 
and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society, but shall 
not be entitled to vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION PEE AND ASSESSMENTS. 

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his admission, and fkw^ 
dollars each first of January afterwards, into the treasury of the Society for 
its general purposes ; but if any member shall neglect to pay his admission 
fee or annual assessment, for three months after the same is due, be shall 
be liable to forfeit his membership at any time when the Directors shall so 
order. 

The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one year by any member 
of the Society shall constitute him a life member of the Society ; life mem- 
bers shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights and privi- 
leges of annual members. The money received for such life membership 
shall constitute a fund, of which not more than twenty per cent, together 
with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year. 
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V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates signed by the President and countersigned by the Treasurer, 
shall be issued to all persons who have become life members of the Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday 
in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of 
every month, excepting June, July, August, and September, at such time 
and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called 
by the Gerk, under the instruction of the Directors. 

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com- 
mittees shaU be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk, 
and a Treasurer. The Directors, Qerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by 
ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year, 
and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead. 

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, fi:om their 
number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof. 

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or 
Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular meet- 
ing of the Society, by Uie votes of two-thirds of the members present and 
voting. 

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk pro 
tempore shall be chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of fivt. 
persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of 
candidates for the places to be filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. 

The President, or ia his absence, one of the Directors, shall preside at all 
meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a President 
pro ttmpore shall be chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES OF THE CLERK. 

The Clerk shall be sworn to the foithful discharge of his duties. 

He shall notify all meedngs of the Society. He shall keep an exact 
record of all the proceedings of the Society at its meetings. 

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place 
on file all letters received. 

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for the 
purpose, and issue certificates of life membership. 

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the 
Society as may fix>m time to time be delegated to him by the Board of 
Directors. 

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and accepted 
in behalf of the Society. 

xn. 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all 
bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors. 

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book 
belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of 
the Directors; and at the annual meeting in January, he shall make a 
written report of all his doings for the year preceding. 

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with 
one surety, for the £&ithful dischaige of his duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS. 

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and executive 
business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money ; fix all 
salaries ; provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resignations and 
forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-laws are duly complied 
with. 

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the lease 
of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston, and 
to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises. 
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison of 
the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned to 
the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its correct- 
ness. 

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the 
Society. 

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as 
they deem expedient. 

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall have 
power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next meeting of 
the Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS. 

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to 
the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President ; 
special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may 
appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business. 

XV. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two 
Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of 
Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the 
Treasurer ; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report 
upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money. 

XVI. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint four 
standing committees, as follows : 

Committee on the Rooms, 

A committee of seven members, to be styled the Committee on the 
Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members 
ex-^fficUs, who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms, 
(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,) 
offered as gifts or loans ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange- 
ment of the Sodety^s collections in their department. 

Committee on Papers. 

A committee of three members, to be styled the Committee on Papers, 
who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other ej^ercises 
of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society. 
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Committee on Membership. 

A committee of five or more members, to be styled the Committee on 
Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the 
purposes of the Society, and increase its membership. 

Committee on the IMrary. 

A committee of five members, to be styled the Committee on the Library, 
who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the 
acceptance or rejection of ail books, manuscripts and other objects appro- 
priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement 
of the Society^s collections in their department. 

These foiu- committees shall perform the dudes above set forth, under the 
general supervision of the Directors. 

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their term 
of service shall be filled by the President. 

XVII. 

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS. 

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by 
the vote of two-thirds of the members present and vodng. They may also 
be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the 
same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent 
to every member. 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



FIFTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the Bostonian Society 
was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State House, 
on Tuesday, January 14, 1896, at 3 P. M., the President, Mr. 
Curtis Guild, in the chair. 

The record of the last monthly meeting was read by the 
Clerk, and approved. 

Several candidates recommended by the Directors were 
elected to membership in the Society, after which the Presi- 
dent addressed the Society, as follows : 

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS. 

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society: 

In carrying out the objects of our Association, we not 
only perform a work interesting to ourselves, but do service 
of value to those that are to come after us. 

Promoting the study of Boston's history, and preserving 
its antiquities, means much not only to the antiquarian, but 
to the historian, student and business man. The value and 
importance of the preservation of Bostonian mementoes by 
this Society has been proved over and over again since its 
formation. We cannot be too grateful for the success that 
has attended our efforts in obtaining as we have the custody 
of this time-honored edifice, the Old State House, the most 



historic building in America. Every Mayor of Boston, since 
we first obtained footing here, has been favorably inclined 
towards our occupying the entire building, which we even- 
tually shall do, if present indications are to be relied upon. 

The portion now occupied by the Society is fully utilized, 
and that which is at present leased to other parties could be, 
were it in our possession, and thus made to be of increased 
interest as a repository of antiquarian and historic relics, 
books and paintings, relating to the history of Boston. 

On the corporate seal of our city is inscribed " Bostonia 
Condita, A. D. 1630." It was the wish, so history tells us, 
of most of the emigrants to settle in one place, to be called 
Boston, after Boston in England, in honor of Rev. John Cot- 
ton of that place. 



boston's early history. 



Winthrop, who came over from England in June, 1630, 
first went to Salem ; but that locality not pleasing the set- 
tlers, they next tried Charlestown ; but the water there not 
being good, they removed to that part of the peninsula pre- 
viously called by the Indians Shawmut, and by the English 
Tri-Mountain, and on the 17th of September, 1630, at a 
meeting of the Court of Assistants, it was officially ordered 
that the name of the settlement should be Boston. 

The city, therefore, may be said to date its foundation 
from that day. The growth of Boston was at first slow. 
Those who came over in the Winthrop colony suffered from 
sickness and even from scarcity of food ; in fact, they were 
in such serious straits that their very existence was threat- 
ened, so much so that the settlement was nicknamed Lost 
Town. 

But the settlers never entirely lost their courage. Under 
Winthrop's excellent management and encouragement they 
persevered and went on ; they established churches and pub- 
lic schools as the first two requisites. In fact, Boston estab- 
lished the first free school in America, built the first vessel, 
the first printing press, first hotel and first railroad ; started 
the first newspaper and first temperance movement ; organ- 
ized the first movement in favor of the abolition of slavery. 



and the first Thanksgiving observation, and as my friend ex- 
Mayor Prince further remarks : 

" She originated stump speaking when Rev. John Wilson, 
in 1657, in canvassing for Gov. Winthrop, addressed the 
people from the stump of a tree ; " and she also created the 
first public park, Boston Common. 

Boston's past history, familiar to all of us, is a favorite 
topic for public speakers, and we have reason to be proud of 
it and of the men whose deeds, statesmanship and patriotism 
have made her name known throughout the civilized world. 
From the little struggling settlement of Winthrop's colonies 
she has grown to be a great metropolis of very nearly half a 
million people, and there is no halt in her progress in our 
time. Those of us who can look back for fifty years, and 
who compare Boston's territory, her population, and her 
institutions as they were then, with what they are to-day, 
cannot but be struck with the progress which has been made. 
But in earlier days of her history our city was prompt to 
form organizations and societies for the advancement of the 
public good and public safety. 

AN OLD-TIME FIRE SOCIETY. 

An interesting memento of this I find in an old-time 
pamphlet, which is entitled " The Rules and Regulations of 
the Amicable Fire Society, instituted at Boston, February 5, 
1785." Printed by "Belknap and Young." 

This society was formed for assisting in the saving of prop- 
erty from destruction by fire, and in the days when the fire 
department was in somewhat of a primitive condition, and 
Boston a small town. The subscribers, of whom there were 
forty, in their preamble say that : 

" Sensible of the danger to which the property of indi- 
viduals in populous cities is inevitably exposed by fire, and 
desirous of cultivating that harmony and friendly intercourse 
so essential in a civil community, [we] do agree to compose 
a society for the purpose of assisting each other when in 
danger, etc." 



BOSTONIANS ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 

Then follows a written list of members and their '* places 
of abode, stores, shops, &c." Some of the Bostonians of 
to-day may recognize, among these names of 1785, those of 
ancestors or relatives. They are as follows : — 

Thos. Amory, Federal Street ; John Browne, Bridges 
Lane ; Wm. P. Blake, Common Street ; John Bright, Orange 
Street ; Geo. Burroughs, Pitts Lane ; Jos. Callender, Jr., 
Prince Street ; Abijah Cheever, Orange Tree Lane ; Sam'l 
Cobb, 4 Franklin Place ; Richard Codman, Cornhill : Wm. 
Coolidge, Williams Court ; Allen Crocker, 14 Marlboro 
Street ; J. Carter, Summer Street ; Nathaniel Foster, Federal 
Street ; Phoenix Fraziar, Hanover Street ; Dr. Nahum Fay, 
Garden Court ; Joseph Fosdick, Green Street ; Jas. Green, 
24 Union Street ; Jos. Head, Common Street ; J. Haskins, 
Jr., Orange Street ; Wm. Jackson, 29 Union Street ; Thos. 
K. Jones, Cold Lane ; J. McLean, 22 Franklin Place ; Geo. 
R. Minot, Spring Lane ; Mathias Miller, Quaker Lane ; 
Thos. Powers, Federal Street ; Appleton Prentiss, Cam- 
bridge Street ; Thos. & J. W. Russell, Federal Street ; Isaac 
Townsend, Brattle Square ; A. Welles, Jr., School Street ; 
John Welsh, Jr., Lyon Street ; Geo. Wilson, Bank Court ; 
Jas. White, Proctor's Lane ; Francis Wright, Cow Lane ; 
John Martin, Franklin Place ; Sam'l Salisbury, Jr., Summer 
Street ; I. P. Davis, Sudbury Street ; Gorham Parsons, Sum- 
mer Street ; J. Lloyde, Jr., Court Street ; James Thwing, 
Water Street ; Wm. Turner, Hawkins Street ; Eben Preble, 
Summer Street ; Jesse Sumner, Nassau Street ; Edwin Gush- 
ing, Bromfield's Lane ; Wm. Richardson, Cornhill ; M. Wat- 
son, Summer Street ; Dr. Isaac Rand, Hanover Street ; Rev. 
Dr. Belknap, Lincoln Street ; W. S. Plummer, Summer 
Street ; David West, School Street. 

The members of the society evidently intended to promote 
amity and good fellowship in their organization, for the last 
rule states : — 

" We will conduct ourselves towards each other in friend- 
ship and love, and will endeavor to promote each other's 
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interests, and on all occasions cultivate an affection and 
esteem, as brothers and fellow-members of a society insti- 
tuted for mutual benefit." 

TO-DAY AND YESTERDAY. 

Quaint and curious old Boston ! It would be a curious 
sight now-a-days to see those members of the "Amicable 
Fire Society," in their cocked hats, knee breeches and 
buckles, running to a fire, each with bucket, bag and bed-key 
in hand. But there were fewer fires and less obstructions in 
running to them a hundred years ago in this city than now. 
Contrast this picture with Boston's fire department of to-day, 
with its splendidly equipped steam fire engines and nearly a 
thousand men attached to the department, while the well- 
arranged system of hydrants and water supply seems fully 
adequate to prevent, and certainly to successfully combat, 
any serious conflagration. 

In considering the progress that Boston has made, it may 
be interesting to look at the ofiScial figures which show the 
marked changes that have occurred here in real estate within 
only twenty years past. 

The opportunity for such comparative study of the growth 
of the different districts and wards of the city in real estate 
and population was afforded at the close of the year 1895, 
and will probably not again occur for many years to come. 
This is because the boundaries of the wards upon which last 
year's assessments were based have remained unchanged 
since 1876. The next valuation will be made this year upon 
the new ward lines which came into effect the first of Jan- 
uary, 1896, which will prevent such comparisons with pre- 
vious dates as were possible last month. 

INCREASE IN REAL ESTATE. 

The development of property in Boston the past ten years 
has been remarkable, especially in the past six years in the 
business section of the city, where many of the old struc- 
tures have been razed, to make way for more modern 
buildings. 
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In consequence of the number of handsome buildings 
erected in the city in recent years, and the extensive im- 
provements made in many of the business structures, prop- 
erty has advanced wonderfully in valuation. 

According to the Board of Assessors, the valuation of the 
city of Boston, May i, 1894, was as follows : Value of land, 
marsh and flats, ^422,132,850; of dwelling houses, stores 
and other structures, ^30i,6ii,ocx>. 

In 1876 the total real estate valuation of the city was 
$526,157,900. To-day it has risen to 1^723,743,850, an in- 
crease of Jl 196,585,950. 

The population has increased from 341,919 to 496,220, a 
gain of 154,301. 

Allowance being made for the fact that the population 
increase covers twenty years to nineteen for the valuation, it 
will be seen that the number of inhabitants and the total 
real estate valuation of the city have increased in about the 
same proportion. 

Land values alone have risen from $320,133,375 to $432,- 
132,850, a gain of ji 11,999,475. The value of the buildings 
has increased 1(105,023,323, being $311,154,750 this year. 
This is a gain of 50.9 per cent. Buildings have increased 
over one-half, while land has gained only a little over one- 
third in value. 

TWENTY years' PROGRESS. 

From a series of statistics recently published, it appears 
that in 1876 only four of the twenty-five wards had buildings 
of greater value than the land. These were Wards i, in East 
Boston ; 14, in South Boston ; 17 and 18, in the South End, 
which was then nearing the end of its palmiest days. Now, 
this is true of both the East Boston wards; 15, as well as 
14, in South Boston ; 17 and 18, in the South End; 20 and 
21, in Roxbury, and 24, Dorchester. 

The four wards leading in total valuation are the same to- 
day as they were in 1876, but the order is different. Then it 
was 10, 12, II and 6. Ward 10, the great retail district, still 
holds the first place, but Ward 11, the older portion of the 
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Back Bay, has changed places with ii^ the wholesale section, 
while 6, a part of the North End, including the markets, is 
fourth. 

In land valuations, the leaders in 1876 were 10, 12, 6 and 
II, while II now ranks second, 12 third, and 6 fourth, 10 
being still the leader. In the Centennial year. Ward 10 held 
the first place in the value of the buildings, but that position 
has been taken by 1 1, and the former ward is second. A 
ward which did not appear among the leaders of 1876, 24, 
the Dorchester district, now ranks third, and 12 fourth. Ward 
6 dropping from fourth to sixth place, having been passed 
also by 21, one of the Roxbury wards. 

Measured by the Assessors' figures, in one of the East 
Boston wards, ward i ; in ward g, Beacon Hill ; in two of the 
three South Boston wards, 14 and 15; in two of the three 
South End wards, 17 and 18 ; in as many of the four in Rox- 
bury, 19 and 20, the land is actually less valuable than it was 
in 1876. Thus, in nearly one-third of the wards of the city 
its valuation has decreased. 



fashion's changes. 

In certain wards which were formerly the residence of the 
wealthier classes, there has been a marked decrease, owing 
to residents or their descendants removing to the newer and 
more fashionable quarter of the Back Bay, which shows the 
enormous gain in land values of over J4i,cxx>,ooo. This 
depreciation of values is noted on such streets as Mt. Vernon, 
Pinckney, Joy and Chestnut Streets on the hill, and also in 
streets at the south part of the city. 

Twenty-five years ago the South End had a large number 
of fashionable residents in such localities as Chester and 
Union Parks and on Franklin and Blackstone Squares ; but 
the development of Commonwealth Avenue and other streets 
in the Back Bay region caused them gradually to remove to 
that part of the city. The fathers of these people were 
the former residents of the Old West and North Ends of the 
city, when those localities contained tree-shaded streets, and 
residences with ample gardens surrounding them. 
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A swarm of new residents of Irish extraction flowed in, 
driving them out ; but the latter in turn have been displaced 
from the North End by Hebrews and Italians. 

As might have been expected. Ward lo, the great retail 
business district, leads the city in the land gain, with over 
|i45,cxx>,ooo, or more than the two Back Bay wards com- 
bined. It also heads the list in total increase, but is only 
about ^4,000,000 ahead of Ward ii. That the lead is not 
greater is because of the very large gain by the latter ward 
in buildings, amounting to $19,867,800. 

For the second largest gain in buildings it is necessary to 
go to the old town of Dorchester, which makes the fine 
showing of $16,389,500. When it is remembered that nearly 
all of this is in frame buildings, and most of them private 
dwellings of moderate cost, the phenomenal growth of this 
part of the city will be better appreciated. 

AN ENORMOUS INCREASE. 

None of the other wards show a gain of $10,000,000, al- 
though both 22 and 21 exceed $9,000,000. Ward 22 is third 
in total gain. Then come 24 and 23. 

While the advance in the value of buildings since 1876 
has been nearly the same in East Boston and Charlestown, 
the latter's land has gained a full million more than that of 
its neighbor. South Boston is the only district to show an 
absolute loss in land, but its buildings have increased faster 
than either of the two districts just mentioned. Roxbury 
shows the second largest gain in buildings, and Dorchester 
the third. In the former it is double the land increase, and 
in the latter nearly four times as large. 

The city proper has the enormous total increase of nearly 
$121,000,000 to its credit, — three times that of Roxbury, 
nearly six times that of Dorchester, and almost ten times 
that of West Roxbury. Brighton more than doubles East 
Boston's increase, and nearly those of Charlestown and 
South Boston, which run very close together. Population 
grows faster than valuation in the suburban wards. 

The total valuation of 1894 is more than that of 1884 by 
$245,452,384, showing a gain in ten years of about 35.95 
per cent. 
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VALUABLE CORNER ESTATES. 

The highest assessed piece of property in the city is the 
southwesterly comer of Washington and Winter streets. In 
1888 this property was taxed for $110 a square foot The 
same property in 1894 was taxed for $140 a square foot, an 
advance in six years of $$0 a foot This estate has a total 
taxed value of $304,000 for its 1955 square feet, assessed in 
1888 for $215,000. 

The next highest assessed land in the city is the opposite 
or northwest comer of Winter and Washington street. This 
lot has a total area of about 1,167 square feet, and in 1888 
was taxed for $105 a square foot, or $i22,5oa In 1894 this 
same land was taxed for $127.50 a square foot, or $148,800. 

Several other €X>mer5 in the city are assessed for $100 or 
more a square fooL 

The northwest comer of Washington and School Streets 
— the OM Comer Book Store — is taxed for $xtiS/X)0 ; the 
Barker House on a valuation of $1,041,500 ; the Sears Build- 
ing« on the comer ai Washic^on and Corrt Streets, at 
$i.oS7.ooo; the Ames Building en the opoosite comer, at 
$oc5,ooo; the 0!d So-th Cbiirch, corrcr Was!:h:^oa asd 
M.Ik Streets* $695,500; sczthwest c^tdct cf Bo-jlsiopo atd 
Was!:iru£:t<3 Streets, tbe Brv^tcc B^Zilz^z. r^ci rbe s^of Ibe 
c!d Bcylstv^a M^rke^ 505 3...J0C : Kirgj Cr^pcl $;55-ooc: 

ll:lk xrsi r^rrc.rslfnc SmciCSw. 5.?f focc . Mii.::iJ2 ZtzLz^.t, 
ccrr-ir cc TrTe=:-:ct xri Sijli-Mc S:ri:tCi. Sy.zocxii «:»r:i- 
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in the future. But I will weary you no longer with figures 
or statistics. It is gratifying to me to state that our Society 
is in a good condition ; there is an increase in its membership 
over last year ; its financial condition is satisfactory, as you 
will learn from the report of your Treasurer ; the rooms are 
visited by hosts of visitors, and interesting mementoes of 
Boston's history are continually being added to its treasures, 
rendering the whole collection of increased value. 

The reports which will be presented by the Board of 
Directors and Committee on Rooms will give you the details 
of the Society's work for the past year. There is, however, 
a sad page in our record. I refer to the loss of several of 
our most beloved and distinguished members, gentlemen 
occupying high positions in various walks of life. 

We mourn the loss of the Hon. Hamilton A. Hill, a mem- 
ber of our Board of Directors, a gentleman who took the 
warmest interest in this Society, and who was distinguished 
as a reliable and faithful historical writer ; the Hon. John F. 
Andrew, and ex-Governors Oliver Ames and Alexander H. 
Rice, the Hon. Leverett Saltonstall and Thomas Gushing. 
And from our list of Honorary Members there have passed 
away the venerable Rev. S. F. Smith, author of the national 
hymn "America," and ex-Mayor Hugh O'Brien. 

The Rev. O. B. Frothingham and A. W. Spencer, Esq., 
must also be added to the list of those whom we miss from 
our ranks. 

While we mourn the loss of such men as these, and also 
remember with gratitude the public services they have ren- 
dered, as well as their encouragement of our own institution, 
let it be our endeavor, so far as lies in our power, to fill the 
places they have left vacant with young and active citizens 
who will honorably uphold the reputation and good works of 
those who have gone before them. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my thanks to the 
Board of Directors and the different Committees for their 
valuable work in behalf of the Society. The most perfect 
harmony has existed between them and other officials. Har- 
mony being the strength and support of all institutions, it 
may reasonably be inferred that the Bostonian Society enjoys 



i6 

a good share of those desirable qualities, and starts upon the 
New Year with vigor, confidence, and well-grounded hopes 
for the future. 



REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 

The Rev. J. P. Bodfish, in behalf of the Directors, pre- 
sented their Annual Report, which was accepted. 

Mr, President^ Ladies and Gentlemen^ Members of the Bos- 
tonian Society : 

The Directors, as in previous years, beg to present their 
Annual Report. 

At the close of the year 1895 there were in the Society, 

Life Members 353 

Annual Members 634 



Making a total membership of . 987 

The changes in membership during the year were as fol- 
lows : Additions, 97 ; resignations, 23 ; deaths, 25 ; making 
a net gain in membership of 49, which is much larger than 
that of last year. 

The number of visitors to this building in 1895 who regis- 
tered their names was 24,215. They have been classified as 
follows : 

From Boston S»385 

'' elsewhere in the United States . 17,102 
" foreign countries .... 1,728 



Total 24,215 

This, however, does not adequately represent the number 
of visitors, as a large proportion do not register their names. 
From observation, we think 100,000 would be a fair estimate 
of the number of visitors to the rooms during the year. 
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When we contrast the present position, influence and use- 
fulness of the Society with its modest beginnings (not so 
long ago)y we roust recognize that it meets and fills a want 
not before satisfied by kindred societies. It was designed 
to be, and is, an educational organization, bringing together, 
preserving, and placing within easy reach of the public, the 
precious mementoes and records of Boston's growth and 
history. 

The value of the large collection of historical relics and 
records gathered in our Rooms, is increased by the fact that 
it is always open to the tourist, the student, the casual visi* 
tor, and thus becomes to them a source of patriotic inspira- 
tion and valuable information. 

The following papers were read at our monthly meetings 
in 1895 : 

February 12: "The Honourable Artillery Company of 
London and its relation with the Massachusetts Bay Col- 
ony," by Mr. Henry Walker. 

March 12: "Paul Revere's Ride, April 18-19, I775t" by 
Mr. Edward W. McGlenen. 

April 9 : " The Old Tremont House, a representative idea 
of Boston," by Mr. Frank H. Forbes. 

May 14 : " Impressions during a recent trip to Europe," 
by Rev. J. P. Bodfish. 

October 8 : " Historic Mansions in Boston and vicinity," 
by Mr. James H. Stark. 

November 12 : " The Metropolitan Reservations of Greater 
Boston," by Mr. Herbert S. Carruth. 

December 10 : " Faneuil Hall," by Mr. Charles C. Coffin. 

The attendance at the monthly meetings at which these 
papers were read was very gratifying, showing the wide- 
spread interest in matters pertaining to the history of our 
beloved city. It is certainly a great benefit to recall the illus-^ 
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trious deeds of our forefiathers, who laid so wisely the Comi- 
dations of our free and popular govemmeot, and to whom we 
are indebted for so large a share of our civic progress. 

MECROLOGY. 

The Necrology of the year is as follows : 

William Augustus Prescott, bom in Lancaster^ Sept. 17, 
1818 ; died in Boston, Jan. 6. 

Howard Wyman, bom in Charlestown, March 14, 1853 ; died 
in Boston, Jan, 9. 

Thomas William Clarke, bom in Boston, Oct 31, 1838 ; died 
in Boston, Feb. 17. 

John H. Webster, born in Boston, April 16, 1850; died in 
New York, April 2. 

Leverett Saltonstall, bom in Salem, March 16, 1825 ; died in 
Newton, April 15. 

Hamilton Andrews Hill, born in London, April 4, 1827 ; died 
in Boston, April 27. 

(Mrs.) Susan Haskell Page, bom in Boston, Dec. 29, 1830; 
died in London, May 22. 

George Henry Quincy, bom in Portland, Maine, May 18, 
1832 ; died in Boston, May 26. 

Eustace Cary Fitz, bom in Haverhill, Feb. 5, 1833 ; died in 
Boston, May 27. 

John Forrester Andrew, bom in Hingham, Nov. 26, 1850; 
died in Boston, May 29. 

Henry Willard Williams, bom in Boston, Dec. 11, 1821 ; died 
in Boston, June 13. 

Alexander Hamilton Rice, bom in Newton, Aug. 30, 1818; 
died in Wyoming, July 22. 

Benjamin Pierce Cheney, bom in Hillsboro, N. H., Aug. 12, 
181 5 ; died in Wellesley, July 23. 
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Aaron Warren Spencer, bom in Springfield, Vt., Jan. 17, 
1823 ; died in Sharon Springs, N. Y., July 29. 

Hugh O'Brien, born in Ireland, July 13, 1827 ; died in Somer- 
ville, Aug. I. 

Samuel Wallis Winslow, born in Boston, May 17, 1820; died 
in Andover, Aug. 18. 

George Henry Green, born in Pepperel), March 19, 1822 ; 
died in Newton, Sept. 2. 

William Orrin Grover, born in Mansfield, Oct. 22, 1822; died 
in Beverly, Sept. 5. 

Miss Caroline Dorr, born in Roxbury, Sept. 19, 1821 ; died 
in Boston, Sept. 12. 

James Walker Austin, born in Charlestown, Jan. 8, 1828; 
died in Southampton. England, Oct. 15. 

Oliver Ames, born in North Easton, Feb. 4, 1831 ; died in 
North Easton, Oct. 22. 

Samuel Francis Smith, born in Boston, Oct. 21, 1808 ; died 
in Boston, Nov. 16. 

Octavius Brooks Frothingham, born in Boston, Nov. 26, 
1822 ; died in Boston, Nov. 27. 

Thomas Gushing, born in Boston, April 10, 1813 ; died in 
Boston, Dec. 17. 

James Chauncy Johnson, born in Middlebury, Vermont, Aug. 
19, 1820; died in Winchester, Dec. 25. 

Of these, Messrs. Ames, Austin, Hill, Quincy, Williams, 
and Mrs. Page were Life Members, and Messrs. O'Brien and 
Smith, Honorary Members. 

The Society sustained a great loss this year in the decease 
of its senior Director, Mr. Hamilton A. Hill, who has here- 
tofore presented the Directors' report in such an acceptable 
manner. Mr. Hill was one of the old-time Boston merchants : 
this in itself is a title of honor, a synonym for integrity, saga- 
city, a broad-minded culture, an earnest devotion to the wel- 
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fare of his country and our city, eminent for moral and civic 
virtues, a type of our best citizens, a class of which Boston 
may well be proud. 

These Boston merchants, of whom we note in the necrology 
of the year such names as Hon. Ex-Gov. Rice and Hon. 
Ex-Gov. Ames, when called by their fellow citizens to high 
positions of public trust, followed in public affairs the same 
high ideals of honor, integrity and devotion to the public 
welfare which distinguished them in business life. They 
were men of affairs, accustomed to deal with large interests 
and meet all classes of men. They, therefore, proved them- 
selves most worthy of the high trust conferred upon them 
and their memories are held in honor and benediction. 

To Mr. Hill the Society owes a debt of gratitude for his 
long and devoted services. He was remarkably well equipped 
for historical research, and his contributions to this branch of 
knowledge are very valuable.^ 

We note also the loss of one of our Honorary Members — 
the Hon. Hugh O'Brien, ex-Mayor of Boston. He proved 
himself a true friend to the Society in time of need. It was 
during his administration, and largely through his friendly 
interest in this Society, that we acquired the custody of this 
historic building in which we are assembled. It was in ap- 

1 At a special meeting of the Directori, April 29, 1S95, the President oom- 
miinicated the death of Mr. Hill, which occurred suddenly on Saturday the sytlu 
Remarks deploring his loss to the Board and to the Society were made by 
the President and Messrs. Bodfish, Carpenter, Willcutt, Clark, Hunnewell, and 
Coolidge. The following minute was then unanimously adopted by a rising 
▼ote : 

''The Directors of the Bostonian Society desire to place on record their 
sense of the profound loss the Society has sustained in the death of their col- 
league, Mr. Hamilton Andrews Hill, one of the first and most active members 
of the Society. 

** Mr. Hill was peculiarly adapted for the position he had so long held by a 
sincere affection for his adopted city, by a thorough acquaintance with its history 
and antiquities, and by a literary style perfected in many contributions to his- 
torical and commercial publications. 

*' Thus equipped, his value to the Society cannot be overestimated in his 
faithful work on important committees, in his reports on behalf of the Directors 
at the annual meetings, and in his scholarly papers read before the Society. 

** In his personal intercourse with the Board, Mr. Hill was courteous, appre- 
ciative and considerate, and will be remembered by his associates as maintaining 
in all relations the character of a Chrifetian gentleman." 
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preciative recognition of his valuable aid that he was made 
an Honorary Member. Another Honorary Member — Sam- 
uel Francis Smith, of national reputation as the author of 
"America" — has been taken from us. These, our honored 
members and friends, have gone to their eternal home, but 
their noble deeds remain to encourage us in well-doing. 

''Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime^ 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time." 

Respectfully submitted, 

Curtis Guild, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 
John Lathrop, 
George O. Carpenter, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 
James F. Hunnewell, 
Levi L. Willcutt, 
David H. Coolidge, 

Directors, 
Boston, January 14, 1896. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS. 

During the past year the Committee received an appro- 
priation of f 300 from the Directors, of which it expended 
f 219.06. Of this, ^90 were paid for two cases in the outer 
room of the first floor, which have been filled with interest- 
ing relics, and attract much attention. The report of the 
Directors attests the great increase in the number of visi- 
tors during 1895. The catalogue of our collections first 
printed in 1893, having passed out of print, was reproduced 
last year with the changes made necessary by the addition of 
the rooms on the first floor and the consequent rearrange- 
ment of articles principally taken from the upper story. 
This catalogue, which was not gratuitously supplied to mem- 
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bers, was placed on sale at the price of twenty-five cents a 
copy» and has already caused a large increase in the amount 
received by the sale of our publications, the entire income 
from this source having been nearly $117. It is interesting 
to observe that this sale is largely made during the summer 
months when the city entertains thousands of visitors as- 
sembled in conventions or on their way to and from summer 
resorts, fifty-four copies of the catalogue having been sold in 
July last, and but five in December. The great increase in 
the number of visitors last year, making a total estimate of 
nearly, if not quite, one hundred thousand, is of course due 
to the two conventions of last summer. The popularity of 
this city for such purposes renders similar meetings of prob- 
able frequent occurrence, and the Old State House now 
almost entirely devoted to patriotic and historical uses will 
continue to attract Boston's returning children and children's 
children, as well as those who, for the first time, look upon 
the spots made illustrious by her colonial and revolutionary 

history. 

The gifts and loans during 1895 were of the usual num- 
ber and importance, and will be enumerated in their ap- 
propriate place in the Proceedings of this meeting. The 
new rooms, which afforded much needed wall space, are 
already occupied, while several articles of bulk and slight 
comparative importance have been transferred from the attic 
to the basement. While there seems to be no limit to the 
generosity of the public in supplying us with relics of old 
Boston, there is certainly a limit to our power of reception, 
and it has been necessary to insist that our collections are 
intended to illustrate the history of this city and not of the 

State or country. 

In view of the increased risk incurred by the Society by 
reason of the erection of several high buildings around us, 
the Committee has added the sum of $5,000 to the amount 
of our insurance, making a total of $15,000. 

For the Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, 

C/eri, 
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The Committee on Publication has reprinted extracts from 
a pamphlet, published in 1880 by an anonymous author, giv- 
ing his reminiscences of Boston as it appeared in the early 
part of this century : — 



I have no very distinct recollection of any facts prior to 
1805. At that time I was sent to school to Miss Betsey 
Holland, daughter of Captain John Holland, who lived in 
Oliver street, some hundred and fifty feet from Milk street. 
Opposite to Captain Holland was a large double house — one 
of the finest then in town. One^half was occupied by Isaac 
Winslow, a Long Wharf merchant, the other by Alexander 
Young, one of the proprietors of the Palladium newspaper, 
and father of the late Rev. Dr. Alex. Young. 

Fort Hill was then beginning to be a fashionable place of 
residence, and many fine three or four story brick houses 
were being erected there. Among the residents were Zebe- 
dee Cook, a merchant, and John Brooks, husband of Mrs. 
Mary A. Brooks, the poet (Maria del Occidente). Their 
houses were on the north side of the circle, and were situ- 
ated on the opposite corners of Hamilton street. 

Not on Fort Hill, but at the junction of High street and 
the head of Pearl street, there was built, in the first decade 
of the present century, the largest private residence probably 
then in Boston. It had a dome almost rivalling that on the 
State House. It was always called Harris's folly. I remem- 
ber him distinctly, as a fine, portly, aristocratic looking gen- 
tleman, who was then, or before, a ship chandler on Purchase 
street. One of his sons was, several years afterwards. United 
States Marshal for Massachusetts. 

Some of the finest old mansions in town were then in 
Pearl street. They were back from the street some seventy 
or eighty feet, with old chestnut trees and gardens in front, 
and occupied by some of Boston's best townsmen. I remem- 
ber the names of none of the residents, except that of my 
kinsman, Gen. James Lovell, Surveyor of the port. 

But the iron heel of commerce has long since crushed out 
these old homes, and many others in the old town and their 
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sites ; are they not marked by monumental tombstones of 
Quincy granite ? 

Not far from seventy-five years since, Col. Thomas H. Per- 
kins built a fine modern residence in Pearl street, in which 
his family resided several years. He afterwards made a gift 
of it as the first Asylum for the Blind, under the manage- 
ment of Dr. Samuel G. Howe. About the same time another 
elegant mansion of brick was constructed for and occupied 
by a Mr. Pratt, a wealthy merchant of the town. 

At the corner of Federal and Milk streets was the old 
mansion of Robert Treat Paine, with fine outlying grounds ; 
and nearly opposite, on the corner of Milk and Congress 
streets, was an old residence, which was occupied by Julien, 
a French cook, and was then the only place in town where 
a party of bon-vivants could obtain a first-class dinner. 

In 1805 there was but a single commercial establishment 
on Milk street, from the Old South to the water. This one 
was in a small wooden building, then called a "ten -footer.'* 
This shanty was nearly opposite to Oliver Street, and was 
the only building on a triangular piece of ground called Lib- 
erty Square. The remainder of the lot was generally occu- 
pied by dilapidated trucks and wagons, old boxes, barrels, 
and rubbish generally. 

At the comer of Milk and Batterymarch streets was an old 
wooden building occupied by Cotton & Marston, ''house, 
ship and sign painters." Sometime afterwards Mr. Cotton 
sold his interest to his partner, and established himself as a 
bookseller, I think, at the corner of Marlborough and 
Franklin streets, being the founder of the publishing house 
bearing his name. 

Next to Cotton's paint-shop was another small wooden 
building, occupied by Nath. Brewer, glazier ; and next to that 
was a three-story wooden house, in which my father lived, 
and in which I was born in 1801. 

On the opposite side of Batterymarch street, at the corner 
where Odiorne's nail store was built, there was a one-story 
wooden building standing on piles, the water coming 
under it at high tides ; over the big double door of this build- 
ing was the sign " Cataract Engine ; " when the dock was 
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filled up, the old Cataract House was removed to Milk street, 
nearly opposite to Pearl street. Immediately next to the 
old engine house were ways for building or repairing small 
vessels — I don't remember which — but I do recollect that 
about 1805 there was a vessel on the ways, her bowsprit 
sticking out nearly across Batterymarch street. From there, 
running towards the bend of that street, at Hamilton street, 
were lots of spars afloat, caulkers' stages, &c., and standing 
over the water, at the head of about what is now the west 
side of India street, was my father's sail-loft, which was after- 
wards burned. The end of Batterymarch street was called 
Tilden's wharf. 

Some two years afterwards, when all this dock property 
had been filled up, and Broad and India streets had been 
built (1806 and 1807), the footway from Long wharf to India 
street was a wooden bridge about four feet wide, with a 
wooden railing. It was here that the New York packet 
schooners made their headquarters. They all hailed from 
some place on Cape Cod, and the number of Halletts, Bearses, 
Scudders, Bakers, Crockers, Nickersons, Chases, and most of 
the other names in the Cape Cod directory, was very great, 
who used to congregate by the score in the stores on India 
street. My impression is that the old foot bridge was doing 
duty in 1825, perhaps later. At low tides people would have 
to stoop to enable them to pass under the bowsprits of the 
schooners. 

Before Quincy market was built, the only market house in 
town was in old Faneuil Hall. Almost any morning might 
be seen Col. Thos. H. Perkins, Harrison Gray Otis, William 
(Billy) Gray, Ben. Bussey, Peter C. Brooks, Israel Thorndike 
and other wealthy townsfolk, trudging homeward for their 
eight o'clock breakfast, with their market baskets containing 
their one o'clock dinner. 

The dealers in the market house occupied the whole of the 
first floor of Faneuil Hall, and they used the cellars for the 
storage of salted meats, flsh, etc. The large room on the 
floor above was never used except for political meetings and 
big dinners. The upper floor contained all the armories 
which were then required for the military companies of the 
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town. It seems as if I can almost recollect the location of 
each armory nearly 70 years ago. On the left of the entrance 
was the armory of the Winslow Blues ; then the Boston Light 
Infantry, Capt. Henry Sargent ; next the Independent Fusi- 
leers, and in the upper corner, the Soul of Soldiery, composed 
of the non-commissioned officers of militia companies. On 
the right was the Washington Light Infantry, composed of 
Democrats, next the New England Guards (when first organ- 
ized), then armorers* rooms ; Ancient and Honorables, and 
the Cadets in the upper right hand comer. The latter was 
commanded by Col. Thomas F. Apthorp. When the Rifle 
Rangers first started, that corps also had an armory here. 
There were also two artillery companies in town seventy 
years ago ; one had its *' gun house " at the bottom of the 
Common, the other on Fort Hill. 

About where the western entrance of Quincy market now 
is, there used to be lying in dock (say in 1810), two old hulks, 
which were roofed over, and from which vessels the inhabi- 
tants obtained their chief supply of oysters. The oyster 
boats used to sail up the harbor to these hulks and deposit 
their cargoes, from whence they were distributed to the 
smaller dealers. You got on board over a narrow footbridge, 
and several small tables were standing ready, with a tin pep- 
per and salt box thereon, and wayfarers would be accommo- 
dated with a dozen on the shell, and a two-tined steel 
fork to pick them up with. 

In the immediate neighborhood of these oyster boats there 
was a narrow, crooked lane leading into Ann street. It was 
hardly wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, and 
had no sidewalks nor any name that can be now recollected. 
In a comer or curve of this lane was an old tavern called 
the Roebuck, not a very respectable place of resort seventy 
years ago. About that time a murder was committed in 
this tavern by some Danish or Swedish sailors. While 
writing, the names of two of them occur to me, — John P. 
Rog and Nils Petersen. These men and two others were 
hanged at the same time on the left-hand side of Roxbury 
Neck, a little beyond the road leading to South Boston 
bridge. I don't recollect any particulars about the murder, 
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but remember at the banging there were people selling 
" pairs of verses " about the whole affair. I recall only two 
lines of these " verses " : — 

"And oh, the cruel murderers ! it was a dreadful sin, — 
The one he took a loggerhead, another a rolling-pin.^^ 

About seventy years ago two pirates were sentenced to be 
hung at South Boston. Sam Tully was hung ; his companion 
was reprieved on the gallows. His name was Dalton, and 
he was afterwards a Baptist or Methodist preacher. 

What is now North street was originally called Fore street, 
(afterwards changed to Ann street), as far down as North 
square ; thence to its termination it was Fish street and 
Ship street. Its original name of Fore street was probably 
adopted because it was the marginal street, the water from 
the harbor coming up at high tides to within one hundred 
feet of Fore street. Back street was so called for a similar 
reason, as the water of Mill Pond formerly came up to the 
yards of the houses on that street. The Baptist meeting 
houses of Doctors Baldwin and Stillman were situated on 
this street for the convenience of having the baptistery over 
the water. Middle street was between Fore and Back streets. 
These three streets were the only direct thoroughfares from 
the extreme north end to the other parts of the town. 

Many sailor boarding houses were situated in North square 
and Fish street ; hence Ann street was largely filled with 
slop-shops, as sailors' clothing stores were called, with cheap 
hat stores and small wares for seamen's use. The centre of 
the hardware trade was in Dock square and in adjoining 
Union street. There were John Odin, Stephen Fairbanks, 
Homes & Homer, B. B. Osgood, Henry Loring and others. 

In the latter part of the past century, there was a shipyard 
near Battery Wharf. It was called Hartt's yard. At this 
yard the old frigate " Constitution " was built, and the father 
of this deponent, being a nautical tailor, cut, fitted and made 
the first suit (of sails) that " Old Ironsides " ever wore. We 
had no navy yards then, and all the work for Government 
was done by private hands. 
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Seventy-five years ago the old bridges leading to and froai 
Boston, were Charlestown Bridge and Cambridge Bridge 
leading to Old Cambridge. Craigie's Bridge to Cambridge- 
port was built some few years afterwards, and Warren Bridge 
and the Milldam still later. Roxbury Neck was the only 
land connecting the town with the mainland, and many times 
has the writer waded across Roxbury Neck, when the tide 
had risen ten or twelve inches over the road. 

At this time, Comhill commenced at the Old South and 
extended to Dock square. From the Old South to Summer 
and Winter streets, it was Marlborough street ; thence to 
Boylston street, it was Newbury street ; continuing up, it 
was Orange street for half a mile, then Washington street to 
Roxbury street and the line. 

So with Tremont street. That name went from Court 
street to Park street ; thence it was Common street up to 
Boylston street ; thence Pleasant street till it twisted round 
into Orange street. On the south side of Charles street, at 
the foot of the Common, were four ropewalks, standing on 
piles ; they were burned down. The tide used to flow over 
Charles street into the lower part of the Common, and the 
grass growing in the swamp there was regular sedge, or salt 
water grass. 

Seventy-five years ago there was a large old-fashioned 
brick building, standing on the comer of Milk and Oliver 
streets. It was occupied by Mr. Doyle, an artist of much 
ability, and very scientific. He had quite a fine collection of 
curiosities, and much wax- work of his own skill. His place 
was called either Doyle's Museum, or the Boston Museum. 
It was partially or wholly destroyed by fire, between 1806 
and 1810; and at that fire, a boy named Will Homer, fell out 
of a window and was killed. He was a twin brother of James 
L. Homer, afterwards of the Boston Gazette, 

Mr. Doyle afterwards had his museum in a large three- 
story building between the jail and the school house in 
School street. The front of the building was about on a line 
with the east wall of the Stone Chapel burying ground. The 
entrance was through a lane running alongside the north wall 
from Tremont street. Doyle sold out in 1825 ; his curiosi- 
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ties were removed to Scollay's building, and the New 
England Museum was there opened by Mr. Greenwood. 
He was a dentist, formerly lived in Sudbury street, 
and was father of Rev. Dr. Greenwood, successor to Dr. 
James Freeman, the minister of Stone Chapel. Doyle had 
a daughter Margaret, whose beautiful miniatures on ivory 
may be found in many of the old Boston families. 

In course of time Greenwood sold his concern to David 
and Moses Kimball, who then established the Boston Mu- 
seum in Tremont street. The rear of it is not a hundred 
feet from Doyle's old place. 

Pemberton's Hill was a part of Beacon Hill. At the cor- 
ner of Tremont street was a princely mansion, owned 
by Gardiner Greene. The grounds must have occupied sev- 
eral acres, extending to Howard street, and I don't know 
how far up the hill. The owner was very liberal in allowing 
visitors to look over the grounds, graperies, greenhouses, etc. 

On Tremont street, between Greene's place and Beacon 
street, were three or four splendid residences, which were on 
the slope of the hill, set back one hundred feet from the 
street, with fine gardens and lawns in front. I only remem- 
ber the name of one resident ; it was Lieut. -Gov. William 
Phillips, under Gov. Caleb Strong. He was also one of the 
deacons of the Old South. His house was opposite the 
Stone Chapel burying-ground. 

Common street commenced at Park street and terminated 
at Boylston street ; then it was Pleasant street till it reached 
Orange street. Opposite the Common, beginning at Winter 
street, was a long row of buildings called Colonnade Row. 
Nearly opposite Park-street Church was a large family man- 
sion, with extensive grounds. This was, about seventy years 
ago, converted into a place of amusement, and called Wash- 
ington Garden. 

The old Court House was in Court street, about where is 
now Court square. It was a substantial brick structure, two 
stories high, and its front came out to the sidewalk. On the 
lower floor were offices for the sheriff, constables and clerks, 
and the court room was on the floor above. Sheriff Sumner 
occupied a brick house which stood where Adams' Express 
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office now is. Shubael Bell was then jailer, was afterwards 
appointed sheriff, and occupied the above house. In the rear 
was the jail, a three-story stone or brick building, thoroughly 
whitewashed both outside and inside. It had corridors out- 
side on the second and third stories, which were used by 
visitors going there to see their friends who were confined 
for debt 

Three-quarters of a century ago there were only four public 
schools in Boston for teaching English and writing, and the 
Latin school. The North End school was in Middle street, 
somewhere near Richmond street, and was under command 
of Master John Tileston ; the South End school, comer 
of West and Common streets, under Masters Payson and 
Webb ; that in School street, which stood where the City 
Hall now is, was disciplined by Masters Jones, Snelling and 
Haskell ; and the school at the corner of Sudbury street and 
Chardon's lane was managed by Masters Holt and Mulliken. 
Each of these teachers had an assistant who was called the 
"usher." 

The Latin school-house was on the site of the lower por- 
tion of the Parker House, in School street. At the lower 
end of the school-house was a lane leading up to the rear of 
the Province House, where were the stables of the greatest 
truck proprietor of those days, Mr. Zeph Spurr, who weighed 
360 pounds. 

Writing of Chardon's lane reminds me that seventy years 
ago there was a " causeway,'' which started from about that 
lane, or Pitts' lane, and enclosed the Mill Pond, the other 
end being at Prince street. It was built of rough granite 
blocks, and was seven or eight feet broad. There was prob- 
ably a sluice-gate somewhere in it, but I was too young to 
inquire about it. The only practical use it was ever put to, 
of my own knowledge, was that of the regular Saturday 
afternoon battle-ground between the North and Southenders. 

I was writing recently about the military companies, and 
the organization of the New England Guards and Rifle 
Rangers. There was also an artillery company started early 
in the war of 1812, composed exclusively of persons who 
were, or had been, sailors. It was called * ~ '''encibles, 
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and was commanded by Capt. Winslow Lewis, who was a 
ship chandler in the lower end of State street. The " gun 
house " of the Fencibles was at the bottom of the Common, 
near the burying ground. 

There was not much soldiering in those days ; there was a 
pretty general turn out of uniformed companies on " Nigger 
'Lection " and fourth of July, and the Ancient and Honor- 
ables were out once in a year on Artillery Election Day. The 
various uniformed companies each celebrated its anniversary. 
The Governor was escorted to Cambridge on Commence- 
ment Day by a company of cavalry, before the Lancers were 
organized. The company was also reinforced by a numerous 
body of truck-men, with their long white frocks ; and I should 
not wonder if this led to the formation of the Lancers, as the 
first, or an early, commander of that fine corps, was a stal- 
wart leader of the truckmen's guild. 

The New England Guards made a hasty parade one Sun- 
day morning in 1813. By some means or other, news was 
received in Boston that the " Constitution " was being chased 
by a British seventy-four. By private signals or notice the 
N. E. G. mustered some seventy or eighty men at the armory 
at about 7 or 8 o'clock in the morning, and with a drum and 
fife started on their march towards the British seventy-four. 
On the arrival of the company at the Navy Yard, Charles- 
town, Capt. Sullivan was informed by Com. Bainbridge that 
the " Constitution " had run safely into Marblehead. The 
company returned home just as meetings were dismissed. 
The N. E. G. also served several days in throwing up the in- 
trenchments at Dorchester Heights. 

Seventy years ago, there was no daily paper published in 
Boston ; although a paper was issued every day. The Boston 
Gazette was published on Mondays and Thursdays by Beals 
& Homer; the Palladium on Tuesdays and Fridays, by 
Young & Minns ; and the Columbian Centinel by Major Ben. 
Russell, on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Some years after- 
ward the American Traveller was published on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, by Badger & Porter, and was devoted to matters 
more especially interesting to travellers, but having no com- 
mercial character. Mr. William Badger had been the keeper 
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i8o8 ; how much later I do not know. After the water bad 
been used in the mill, it ran o£F through Mill Creek to the 
harbor. The creek was twenty-five or thirty feet wide, and 
was arched over for Hanover street to cross it ; thence it was 
open to Ann street, where there was a drawbridge, which 
was never opened, as vessels never came above Ann street. 
They probably went from the harbor to the mill through this 
creek, during the latter part of the past century. 

The New South Church was, in 1806, an old-fashioned, 
yellow-painted wooden building on Summer street, near High 
street. John Thornton Kirkland was the pastor. When, 
several years afterwards, my parents occupied a pew in the 
Old South, Dr. Eckley was so severe in his demeanor that he 
was enough to frighten any but a very brave person. I 
remember that about seventy years ago, or about the time 
that good Joshua Huntington was about to be settled. 
Deacons Salisbury and Phillips, and Messrs. Charles Sprague, 
Armstrong, Callender and others, succeeded in having the 
old wooden painted pulpit removed, and an elegant circular 
mahogany one erected, very much to the disgust of Dr. 
Eckley. The doctor had an impediment in his speech, or 
rather a hesitating way of speaking ; and the first Sunday he 
was in the new pulpit he remarked, in the long prayer, that 
" he hoped the Lord would soften the hearts of the congrega- 
tion, and not keep them as hard as the ma-hog-a-ny which 
they had introduced into His house." 

Doctors Eckley, Eliot and Baldwin all wore stiff, curled, 
powdered wigs ; Doctors Stillman and Murray had wigs of 
natural hair, the former dark brown, the latter almost red. 
Dr. Kirkland wore no wig, nor did Dr. Lathrop, to the best 
of my recollection and belief. Nor did Dr. Channing. 

Dr. Samuel Stillman and Dr. Thomas Baldwin were the 
only Baptist ministers in Boston seventy-five years ago. 
Their meeting houses, as before stated, were in Back street, 
for the convenience of using the Mill Pond for baptizing per- 
sons. Dr. Sharp's house, built later on Charles street, was 
on the edge of running salt water, for like reason. Dr. 
Lathrop preached in Middle street, somewhere about oppo- 
site Richmond street; Parson John Murray, Universalist, 
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had the same style of uniform as nearly as possible, excepting 
that the cockade was worn on the front of the hat. 

In 1810 the Boston Post Office was in the old Exchange 
Coffee House, then kept by David Barnum. This building 
was burned down about 18 18, and Barnum then went to Bal- 
timore and established Barnum's there. Sam Topliff had his 
Reading Room in the old Exchange. In consequence of the 
fire, the Post Office and Reading Room were both removed 
to the ground floor of a row of stores situated at the comer 
of Congress and Water streets. The room occupied by the 
Post Office was about fifty feet square ; then a space of about 
fifty feet for the convenience of boxholders, the Reading 
Room requiring about another fifty feet, towards Liberty 
Square. The Southern and Eastern mails were taken to and 
from the Post Office by the stages, which carried them in the 
baggage rack behind the stage. After a while, the Post Office 
and Reading Room were removed to the Old State House, 
occupying the whole of the first floor ; the Post Office being 
on the Cornhill end, and Topliff's room facing down State 
street. 

During the war of 18 12, there was an old vessel fitted up 
as a prison ship ; she was moored in the Mill-pond, alongside 
a new street which had been made, leading from Hanover 
street to Charlestown Bridge. The vessel lay within ten 
feet of the wharf, and a dozen prisoners might have been 
seen any day, on their way to Faneuil Hall, to get provis- 
ions for the day. I remember seeing Commodore Hull march 
up State street with Capt Dacres having his arm, after the 
capture of the "Guerri^re" by the "Constitution." And, in 
company with many others, I saw, from one of the islands in 
the harbor, the fight between the " Chesapeake " and " Shan- 
non." Two days before, I saw poor Lawrence in State street 
Seventy-five years ago there was but one theatre in Boston. 
That was called " The Theatre," and was at the corner of 
Federal street and Franklin square. Its proprietor and man- 
ager was Snelliiig PowelL Powell's residence was in Theatre 
Alley, and was connected with the rear of the theatre. The 
writer was taken to the theatre for the first time about 
seventy-three years ago. The regular company consisted of 
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Mrs. Powell, Mr. and Mrs. Duff, Mr. and Mrs. Darlcy, Mr. 
and Mrs. Entwistle, Mr. Bernard, Mr. Dickenson (later Jas. 
A. Dickson), and some minor actors. The first play I ever 
saw was the "Forty Thieves," with all the above names in 
the cast except Mr. and Mrs. Du£f. About this time I saw 
George Frederick Cooke in the characters of Sir Archy, Sir 
Pertinax, and others. He was followed by Thomas Cooper, 
the great American tragedian. The Tremont Theatre was 
not built until many years afterwards. After William Pelby 
did not succeed in his management, he induced some of his 
friends to build a theatre for him, on the Mill-pond lands ; it 
was called the Warren Theatre. 

In 1805 ^h^ number of book-sellers and publishers was 
quite small, compared to the present army. First came Man- 
ning & Loring, Cornhill and Spring Lane ; Munroe & Francis, 
Cornhill and Water street; Lincoln & Edmands, Cornhill, 
two doors below Court street, and Caleb Bingham, whose 
store was demolished to make room for New Cornhill. Caleb 
Bingham was a very handsome man ; he and Col. Apthorp 
were considered two of the finest looking men in town, and 
both were thought to resemble Gen. Washington in features. 

Samuel T. Armstrong was an apprentice to Manning & 
Loring, and when his time was out he started a printing 
ofiice and bookstore at No. 50 Cornhill. About that time he 
was captain of the Warren Phalanx, a uniformed infantry 
company of Charlestown. In later years Crocker & Brews- 
ter, both apprentices to Mr. Armstrong, became his succes- 
sors. Lincoln & Edmands' business was mostly in publishing 
Baptist books, and also a Baptist monthly magazine. Cum- 
mings & Milliard also had a bookstore up near the Old South ; 
their trade was generally in school books, and they supplied 
largely the text books for Cambridge College. 

Josiah and Benjamin Loring were brothers, but were not 
in business together. They, and Andrew J. Allen, all had 
stores in State street, and were manufacturers of blank books 
for banks, insurance companies and merchants. They also 
sold general stationery, charts, sextants and other articles 
used by seafaring men. Josiah Loring was the first person 
in the United States who used the ruling machine for blank 
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books ; I believe he was the inventor of it. Oliver C. Green- 
leaf kept a general stationery store, with fancy goods, in 
Court street, r^ear Cornhill. 

Seventy-five years since, there was but a single room in 
Boston in which great dinners, balls and concerts could be 
given. This was Concert Hall, on the comer of Hanover 
and Court streets. For many years it was kept by a man 
named Eaton, and, with the exception of the official dinners 
and meetings at Faneuil Hall, it was the only place for 
flower shows, dancing parties, ventriloquists, and other kinds 
of shows. There were a couple of dancing masters at that 
time, who had but small accommodations for other than small 
classes in their parlors ; and there are doubtless several 
grandmothers in Boston to-day who remember with pleasure 
the good times they used to have at the sociables in Concert 
Hall, under George Shaffer and Master Turner. 

From seventy to seventy-five years since, the principal 
taverns in Boston were Earle's Coffee House, in Hanover 
street, on premises now part of the American House ; the 
Eastern Stage Office, No. 45 Ann street, and Patterson's, in 
Elm street. The first was the stopping place of .^the South- 
ern mail coaches ; that is, the stages to Worcester, Spring- 
field, Hartford, New Haven, and New York ; all the stages 
for Newburyport, Portsmouth, and Portland had their head- 
quarters at 45 Ann street (better known to everybody then 
as Davenport's, Hale's or Wildes', " under the arch ") ; and 
the Salem, Watertown, Medford, Plymouth, and some other 
lines of stages, stopped at and started from Enoch Patter- 
son's. 

The stable accommodations at all these places were very 
extensive, sufficiently so to accommodate several hundred 
horses and vehicles ; for many persons would travel to town 
in their own chaises or carriages, and, leaving those vehicles 
at the stable, would take up their own quarters with friends 
in town. There was then a daily line of stages to and from 
Haverhill, driven on alternate days by their owners, Hiram 
Plummer and Samuel Prime, both wealthy and^much^esteemed 
men. The headquarters of the Haverhill stages were at 45 
Ann street. 
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sight of a morning to see twelve to fifteen stages in a line» 
driving out over Roxbury Neck. When the Providence rail- 
road was built, the stage people were not at all alarmed, and 
for a long time kept their stages going, threatening to kill 
the railroad ! 

The steps of the Exchange Coffee House were much used 
by James Wilson, the town crier, to announce the auction 
sales of Whitweli & Bond, Thomas K. Jones & Co., David 
Hale (afterwards of N. Y. Journal of Commerce)^ and other 
auctioneers, who did chiefly congregate in Kilby street, near 
State. Jimmy was a great humorist, and although he made 
his living by crying, he was always in a most jovial mood. 
He generally closed the formal announcement of an auction 
by some quizzical remark to a bystander, for he knew every- 
body, and was on familiar terms with all sorts and conditions 
of men. He was often at his post about nine o'clock in the 
evening, ringing his bell loudly for several minutes to 
collect a large crowd, and then announcing a lost child, or a 
lost pocket-book. His account of the agony of bereaved 
parents would be heart-rending, when he would suddenly 
explode a joke which would start the crowd off, roaring. 

In the stage coach days of seventy odd years ago, it was 
the custom for travellers to leave their names on a call book 
at the stage office, and the coaches would often be an hour 
going from street to street picking up passengers, returning 
to stage office in time to start punctually at the hour. On 
the arrival of the stages in town, probably half the passen- 
gers would stop at the stage house ; others who desired it 
would be carried to any part of the town. Boston was then 
not so large as now, the number of inhabitants in 1810 being 
only about 35,000. 

There were very few gentlemen in Boston who, seventy 
years ago, would think it was possible to wear other 
than an English hat. There were three or four prominent 
hatters who made it a specialty to import hats ordered by 
their regular customers. One was Colonel Daniel Messinger, 
whose store was in Newbury street, corner of Fayette court, 
near old Sheafe, now Avery street, on the opposite side and 
south of Chickering's piano factory, and another was William 
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Christian. His demeanor was so quiet that he might have 
been mistaken for a country parson. The first and third 
mates were regular sailors, not too arbitrary or severe, but 
seemingly having this idea constantly in their minds, " we 
must get all the work possible out of the boys ; study naviga- 
tion? pish!" The second mate was much the youngest 
of all the officers; quiet and gentle in giving orders, and 
a great favorite with the men. A few days after leaving 
port, when everything had been made snug, the second 
mate informed the crew that it was the captain's wish 
that the men should not waste all their time, during 
their "watch below," in cards and useless amusements. 
They might read, sing, play or mend clothes, but he didn't 
wish them to utterly waste their time in nonsense. The 
crew was composed entirely of Americans, — several 
Boston boys, the rest from adjacent towns and Cape Cod. 
All had been fairly educated, with two exceptions, — an old 
salt named Jerry, and George, a mulatto. The captain pro- 
posed that a portion of every watch below should be devoted 
to study; that '''tween decks, forrard," should be the school- 
room, and that he would teach navigation, mathematics, lunar 
observations, etc. The suggestion was gratefully received 
by the crew ; the captain gave his daily instructions (except 
on Sundays), in which he was constantly aided by the second 
mate when his duties did not require him to be on deck. 
The ship went to Wharopoa, Manila, thence to a port in 
northern Europe, and returned to Boston after an absence of 
fifteen or eighteen months. At the end of the voyage, 
there was not one of that crew (with the exceptions men- 
tioned) who could not, in case of an emergency, have navi- 
gated that ship to any required port. 

After the ship had been secured to the wharf (by the 
crew, not by stevedores), and the crew were preparing to 
visit their families and friends, all hands were called aft, and 
were told that ** as you boys loaded the ship, you can, if you 
choose, discharge her, receiving stevedores' wages." A very 
short consultation on the " fo'csle " settled the question in 
the affirmative. The boys went to their homes or friends at 
night, took an early breakfast, and in due time the ship was 
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discharged. The next day a variation of the formula was 
made : '* Boys, the owner is going to have the ship hauled up 
for the present ; her sails are to be unbent, rigging unrove, 
spars to be sent down, in fact we want the ship stripped, and 
as you have already rigged her on the voyage, you can do the 
job if you like, and get riggers' wages." The job was taken ; 
the ship hauled to a wharf at the North End, and when the 
crew was paid o£F as seamen, stevedores and riggers, they 
were complimented very highly by the venerable owner. I 
don't believe such a case has been duplicated in any port of 
the United States within the past fifty years. 

Every one of that crew went out on his next voyage as an 
officer of a vessel. One of them took command of a brig. 

The good captain, the first and third mates, and all the 
crew besides those to be mentioned, have all finished their 
last voyages. The good assistant schoolmaster, having ad- 
vanced in his profession to shipmaster and owner, has for 
many years been identified with the commercial interests not 
only of Boston but of the world. He is wealthy, a nautical 
inventor, a scholar, merchant and gentleman. To sum him 
up in three words, he is Robert Bennett Forbes. 



The Treasurer presented his annual report, which was 
accepted. It will be found on page 48. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY. 

The Society received during the past year, 109 volumes 
and 120 pamphlets. In addition to this, there were added 32 
volumes of pamphlets bound by order of the Committee. 
These pamphlets had been arranged and placed according to 
their subjects in pamphlet boxes. They were, however, com- 
paratively inaccessible, whereas in their present form, each 
volume having a manuscript table of contents, they may be 
easily consulted. They are arranged under the head of Biog- 
raphy (3), Artillery Election Sermons (5), Occasional Ser- 
mons (8), one volume Fourth of Julv Orations (1870-79), one 
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entitled " Concord Fight and Bunker Hill," with fourteen of 
a miscellaneous character. As fast as Artillery Election ser- 
mons or Fourth of July orations are received, the decade 
including such additions will be bound. It may be interest- 
ing to note that the earliest sermon was printed in London 
in 1709. It was preached by Dr. Willard of the South 
Church, as a Thanksgiving " On the return of a Gentleman 
from his Travels/' but there is nothing to indicate who the 
gentleman was nor whence he had returned. 

Among the interesting donations were 27 duplicates of the 
Boston Almanacs from the Rev. H. F. Jenks, and the same 
number from Mr. James Longley ; " Our First Men/' and the 
tax lists of 1846, '51 and '64, from Mr. J. C. Ropes ; Rev. C. 
D. Bradlee's " Recollections of a Ministry of Forty Years ; " 
the By-laws of the Boston Marine Society, 1809, from Rev. 
C. B. Cruft ; the late Thomas Cushing's " Sketch of Chauncy 
Hall School/' with its valuable catalogue of pupils ; " History 
of the Columbian Lodge/' by Mr. J. M. Rodocanachi ; " The 
Historic Codfish/' by Mr. E. W. Roberts, of the House of 
Representatives ; the Tributes to the late Judge Hoar, from 
Mr. Samuel Hoar ; seven volumes of the Boston Blue Book, 
from Mr. Samuel S. Shaw, completing a set of this valuable 
publication ; " The Roll of Members of the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company," from the Company ; volumes 
7, 8 and 9 of the Early Records of Providence, R. I., from Mr. 
Thomas S. Mitchell. 

Early in the year Mrs. Peter Harvey gave the Society a 
large number of letters of Daniel Webster to his farmer, 
John Taylor, of Franklin, N. H. They had come into the 
possession of Mr. Harvey, and had been used in the compila- 
tion of his Recollections of Mr. Webster. The Committee 
caused them to be mounted on manilla paper and bound, and 
in this permanent form they make an exceedingly interesting 
and valuable collection. 

A list of the donors of books and pamphlets is appended 
to this Report. 

For the Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, 

CUri. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. William H. Lincoln, Chairman of the Committee to 
nominate officers of the Society for the year 189^ reported 
the following names : 

Far Clerk and Treasurer. 
Samuel Arthur Bent. 



Far Directors. 



Curtis Guild, 
Joshua P. Bodpish, 
John Lathrop, 
Edward G. Porter, 



George O. Carpenter, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 
James F. Hunnewell, 
Levi L. Willcutt, 



David H. Coolidge. 

The report was accepted, and a ballot being ordered, the 
gentlemen were declared elected. 

The foregoing reports were accepted and ordered printed. 

On motion of Mr. W. T. R. Marvin, a vote of thanks was 
given to the Clerk *'for the admirable and careful manner in 
which he had prepared the Catalogue of the Collections of 
the Society, and supervised its publication." 

The Society then adjourned. 

S. Arthur Bent, 

Cleri. 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY, 1895. 



DOMOKS. 




American Congregational Association 
Ancient and Honorable Artilleiy Co. 
Appleton, Nathan 

Balch, Edwin S 

Bean, Henry S 

Bent, S. Arthur .... 
Boston Public Library . 
Bradlee, Caleb D. . . . 
Briggs, Lloyd Vernon . 
Browne, Edward I. . . . 
Brookline Public Library 
Buffalo Historical Society 
Byington, Ezra H. . . . 

Carruth, Herbert S. • . . 
Children's Hospital 
Clark, Benjamin C. . . . 
Coolidge, David H. . . . 

Cruft, Samuel B 

Curtis, Benjamin .... 

Curtis, Edwin U 

Cushing, Thomas .... 
Dedham Historical Society . 
Doggett, Samuel B. . . . 

Drew, Frank A 

Essex Institute .... 

Fairbanks, F. C 

Folsom, Albert A. • . . 

Gilman, Gorham D. . . . 
Goodwin, Daniel .... 
Graves, Miss Mary E. . 

Green, Samuel A 

Greenleaf, Eugene D. . 

Guild, Curtis .... 



2 

X 



3 

X 

2 
I 



x8 



X 

3 

X 
X 

X 
X 
2 

X 

X 

XI 

X 
X 



2 

5 

4 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

so 



46 



DONOM* 



Number brought forward . . . • 

Harvey, Mrh\ Peter 

Hassam, John T 

Higginson, Thomas W 

Hilly Hamilton A. 

Historical Register Company .... 

Hoar, Samuel 

HoUis, Francis 

Illinois Historical Society 

Jackson, William 

Jenks, Henry F 

Johns Hopkins University 

Kansas Historical Society 

Longley, James 

Martin, H.L 

May, John J. 

Missouri Historical Society 

Mitchell, Thomas S 

Museum of Fine Arts 

New England Historic Genealogical Society . 
Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society . 

Page, Walter G 

Peabody Institute, Danvers 

Peabody Institute, Peabody 

Peters, Alvah H 

Portland (Oregon) Library Association 

Record Commissioners ...... 

Rhode Island Historical Society .... 

Roberts, E. W. 

Roe, Alfred S 

Rodocanachi, John M 

Ropes, John C 

Shaw, Samuel S 

Society of Colonial Wars 

Sons of the Revolution 

Stevens, Benjamin F 
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Number brought forward 
Taunton Free Library . 
Western Reserve Historical Society 
Whitmore, William H. . 

Waicutt, Levi L 

Yale University .... 
Yonkers Library Association 
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DONOR. 



Cirpenter, Geofge O. 
Center, Joseph A. 
CooUdge, David H. 



Curtis, Edwia U. 
Curtis, Henry P. 

De Silva, Mrs. Albert 
(Loan). 

Dexter, George B. 
(Loans). 



Dorr, Miss Caroline 
Drew, Frank A. 
Endres, George H. 



Folsom, Albert A. 



Goodwin, Mrs. Horace 
Green, Samuel A. 



Guild, Curtis 

Hastings, Henry 

Jackson, William 
Jenks, Henry F. 



DISCRIPTION. 



Menus of dinners of the Paint and Ofl, Merchants, 
and other clubs. 

Bound volume of Tremont Theatre bills from 1S31 
to 1843. 

Photograph of the first board of trustees of the 
City Hospital ; certificate of Samuel Armstrong 
as member of the Cincinnati, signed by Geocge 
Washington; commissions of the same to be 
lieutenant, ensign, and captain-lieutenant in the 
U. S. army, signed by James Madison and others ; 
sailins; permit of brig '* Herald,^ signed by Presi- 
dent Jackson ; two autographs of Geoige HI, and 
other autographs. 

Framed photograph of His Honor, Majror Curtis. 

Heliotype copies of the " Nativity,*^ by Copley, and 
*• The Finding of Moses,'* by Henry Pelham. 

Chair brought to this country by Samuel Waldo 
from Lyons, France, in 1685. 

Musket used at Lexington, April 19, 1775 ; watch 
and homespun coat once owned by Elijah 
Wyman; two hats and five bonnets of old 
style. 

Map of Boston, 1796 ; President Madison's address 
and other broadsides. 

Menu of the dinner of the "Republican Institu- 
tion,** 1895. 

Oil portrait of William Pelby, first manager of the 
Tremont Theatre, opened 1827 ; manager of the 
Warren, afterward odled National Theatre, 1833 ; 
died, 1849. 

Wedgewood loving cup, similar to one given by 
Capt. Fobom to nis associates on the Centennial 
Committee of the Columbian Lodge, 1895. 

Photomph of George Peabody, 1866, with auto- 
grapn. 

Badge of the City Council worn at the funeral of 
the Hon. Hugh O'Brien, 1895 ; glass bottle, with 
** J. Green 1749" stamped on it. Mr. Green, a 
merchant of Boston, was the great-great-grand- 
father of the donor. 

Piece of the « Old Elm" after it was blown down 
in 1876. 

Front door of the ** Hastings House," Cambridge, 
afterward called the ** Holmes House." 

Model of the •• High Fort" at Roxbury. 

Plans of Brattle-St. Church; engraved likenesses 
of Daniel Webster, Rev. Dr. Lothrop ; a piece 
of the '*01d Elm;" vase made of wood teken 
from the Hancock House. 
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DONOR. 



Koopman & Co. 



La Forme, Fred. P. 
Lincoln, Frederic W. 
Longiey, James 
Lucas, £. G. 
Marston, John 



Moors, Joseph B. 



Moseley, Fred. C. 

Pafi;e, Walter Gilman 
(Loan). 



Pierce, George F. 
Plumer, Mrs. Judith 



Purchased. 



Quincy, Josiah P. 



Robbins, Joseph 
Salter, Miss £. A. 

Smith, George P. 

Spencer, Aaron W. 

Spurr, Foster N. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Two China plates, with the arms of HutchinsQn 
impaling Calthrop; imported from England by 
the donors. 

Brick from the Brattle-St. Church, with a picture 
of the Church attached to it. 

Profipramme of the memorial service to Ex-Governor 
Rice by the Loyal L^on, 1895. 

Plan of staUs in Quincy Market, 1841 ; order of the 
** Water procession ^ in 1848. 

Photograph of the interior of Theodore Parker's 
library. 

Photograph of portrait of Capt. John Marston, 
proprietor of the "Bunch of Grapes'* tavern 
during the Revolution, and a *' Son of Liberty ; '' 
also his book plate. 

Framed commission of Joseph Moors as adjutant 
of the Middlesex county militia regiment, signed 
by Gov. Hutchinson in 1772. 

Map of Roxbury in 1849. 

Louisburg commemorative medal, from a French 
cannon sunk in the harbor of Louisbuig during 
the first siege ; struck by the Society of Coloni^ 
Wars, 1895. 

Framed photograph of the ** Pierce House,'' Dor- 
chester, 1635. 

Brass bullet-mould used to cast bullets for the 
battle of Bunker Hill ; once owned by Lt. Spald- 
ing, who was killed in the battle. 

Four photographs of the State House : the exterior, 
Doric Hall, the Senate Chamber, and House of 
Representatives ; taken by N. L. Stebbins, 1895. 

Cameo bust of the Hon. Josiah Quincy, taken in 
i860, at the aee of 88 ; water-color view of Bos- 
ton, 1743 ; etching of John Quincy Adams at the 
age of 16, from a colored pastel done in Holland 
in 1785 ; steel portrait of the same in old age, 
with an inscription and autograph ; water-cdor 
view of the burning of the Federal-St. Theatre, 
with allegorical figures. 

Badges of the Young Men's Whig Club, and others. 

John Dobel, Boston North Writing School, 1772 ; 
poster of the Harrison campaign, 1840. 

Three pewter plates used by Jefiey Hartwell, a 
colored soldier of the Revolution, 

Letter of Daniel Webster, written in 1800 on poli- 
tical matters, at the age of 18. 

Engravings of Ex-Mayors Lincoln and Wightman ; 
photograph of the Board of Trade and their 
guests at Long Island in 1867. 
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DONOR. 



Stebbins, N. L. 



Stu]:]gis, Frank K. 

Swan, Robert T. 
Tcnncy, Warren E. 



Thacber, James £. 

Warren, Mrs. J. Sulli- 
van 

Waters, Mrs. £. A. 
Whitney, David R. 
Whitney, James L. 



Willard, Miss Susanna 
Wolcott, Mrs. H. L. F. 
Woolley, William 



DESCRIPTION. 



Framed photographic overhead panorama of Boston 
from the comer of Boylston and Tremont Streets 
to the Public Garden. 

** The Last Days of Daniel Webster,^ oil painting 
by Joseph Ames, with portraits and key. 

Cards of recruiting officers during the Rebellion. 

Commission of J. Y. Tenney as Lieutenant in the 
First Regiment M. V. M., signed by Governor 
Lincoln in 1828. 

Iron tablet, from the Fuller Iron Foundry, 125 
Pearl Street, with inscription date, 1762. 

Two volumes of the "Traveller," and "Adver- 
tiser," for 1856. 

Framed colored cop^ on silk of the arms of the 
thirteen original States. 

Photo^phs of the exterior and interior of the 
Suffolk Bank building, demolished in 1895. 

View of the encampment of the New England 
Guards at Round Hill, Northampton, July 11, 
1840. 

Badee of the Whig Celebration in 1834; of the 
Water Celebration in 1848. 

Silver medal of the Phillips School ; also a bronse 
medal. 

Several views of the Old State House. 



OFFICERS FOR 1896. 



President 
CURTIS GUILD 

Clerk and Treasurer 
Samuel Arthur Bent 



Directors 



Curtis Guild 
Joshua P. Bodfish 
John Lathrop 
George O. Carpenter 



Benjamin C. Clark 
James F. Hunnewell 
Levi L. Willcutt 
David H. Coolidge 



Edward G. Porter 



Committee on the Rooms 
George O. Carpenter . James F. Hunnewell 



Levi L. Willcutt 



David H. Coolidge 



John M. Little 
President and Clerk, Ex-officiis 



Committee on Publication 

Benjamin C. Clark | Morton Dexter 

The Clerk 



Edward G. Porter 
z. t. hollingsworth 



Committee on Papers 

Edwin D. Mead 
The Clerk 



Committee on Membership 



George O. Carpenter 
Benjamin C. Clark 
Nathan Appleton 



Albert A. Folsom 
Joseph B. Moors 
The Clerk 



Committee on the Library 



James L. Whitney 
William C. Winslow 
William H. Pulsifer 



S. Stillman Blanchard 
Francis H. Brown 
The Clerk 



Curtis Guild 



Finance Committee 

I George O. Carpenter 
Benjamin C. Clark 



LIFE MEMBERS. 



Abbott, Edwin H. 
Abbott* Francis Ellingwood 
Abbott, Marshall K. 
Adams, Charles F. 
Addicks, J. Edward 
Allen, Miss Clara A. 
AUen, Elbridge G. 
Alley, John R. 
Ames, Charles G. 
•Ames, Frederick L. 
♦Ames, Oliver 
Amory, Frederick 
Andrews, Frank W. 
Andrews, John A. 
Angeil, Henry C. 
Appleton, iMrs. Emily W. 
Appleton, Nathan 
Appleton, William S. 
Armstrong, George W. 
Atherton, Miss Lily B. 
Atkins, Mrs. Elisha 
♦Austin, James W. 
A]rer, James B. 
Bacon, Mrs. Louisa C. 
•Bailey, Joseph T. 
Baker, Miss C. Alice 
Baker, Richard 
Baker, Mrs. Richard 
•Ballister, Joseph F. 
BaUister, Miss MinetU J. 
Barrett, Edwin Shepard 
Barron, Clarence W. 
Barry, John L. 
B-ATtlett, Francis 
Beal, James H. 
Beatty, Franklin T. 
Beebe, J. Arthur 
Benson, George W. 
Bigelow, George B. 
Bigelow, William Sturgis 



Black, Geoige N. 
Blake, Clarence J. 
Blake, Francis 
Blake, Mrs. George Baty 
*Blake, Stanton 
Blanchard, Samuel Stillman 
Bodfish, Joshua P. 
Bradford, Martin L. 
Bradford, WiUiam B. 
Bradlee, Caleb D. 
*Bradlee, J. Putnam 
Bradley, J. Payson 
Brewer, William D. 
Briggs, Uoyd Vernon 
Brooks, J. Henry 
Brooks, Lawrence 
Brooks, Peter Chardon 
Brooks, Shepherd 
Brown, John Coffin Jones 
•Browne, C. Allen 
Browne, Edward L 
Burnham, John A. 
*Burrage, William Clarence 
Candage, Rufus G. F. 
Candler, John W. 
Carpenter, George O. 
Carpenter, George O., Jr. 
Carpenter, Mrs. Maria J. 
Carr, John 
Carruth, Charies T. 
Center, Joseph H. 
Chandler, Cleaveland A. 
Chapin, Nahum 
Chase, George Bigelow 
Chase, Stephen 
^Chase, Theodore 
Cheney, Mrs. Arthur - 
Child, Dudley R. 
Church, Herbert B. 
Clark, Charles E. 
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Clark, Miss Nancy W. 
dark, Nathan F. 
Clay, Thomas H. 
Cleveland, Miss Corinne M. 
Codman, John 
Codman, Ogden, Jr. 
Coffin, Frederick S. 
^Colbum, Jeremiah 
Collamore, Miss Helen 
Converse, Eiisha S. 
Coolidge, J. Randolph 
Cory, Charles B. 
Crocker, George G. 
•Crosby, Charles A. W. 
•Crowninshield, Benjamin W. 
Cummings, Thomas Cahill 
Cunningham, Henry W. 
Curtis, Caleb A. 
Curtis, Charles P. 
Curtis, Mrs. Eliza F. 
Curtis, Mrs. Greeley S. 
Curtis, Henry Pelham 
Cutter, Abram E. 
Cutter, Benjamin F. 
Cutter, Watson G. 
Daniell, Moses Grant 
Davis, Ephraim C. 
Davis, George Henry 
Davis, J. Alba 
Davis, James C. 
Davis, William Henry 
Day, WmUm F. 
Dean, Benjamin 
Dean, John Ward 
Dean, Luni A. 
•Deblois, Stephen Grant 
Denny, Daniel 
•Dewing, Benjamin H. 
Dexter, Morton 
Dexter, William S. 
•Dill, Thomas B. 
•Dorr, Francis O. 
Dupee, Henry D. 
•Dupee, James A. 
Dwight, Edmund 
Dyer, Mrs. Julia K. 



Eaton, Walter D. 
Edes, Henry H. 
Eliot, Christopher R. 
Eliot, Samuel 
Emery, Francis F. 
Estes, Dana 
Fabyan, George F. 
Farrington, Charles F. 
Fay, Joseph S. 
Fay, Sigoumey W. 
Fearing, Andrew C, Jr. 
•Fenno, John Brooks 
•Ferris, Mortimer C. 
Fiske, Andrew 
Fiske, Mrs. Charlotte Morse 
Fitz, Reginald H. 
Fitz. Mrs. W. Scott 
Fitzgerald, William F. 
•Fogg. John S. H. 
Foster, John 
Fowler, Mrs. L. A. W. 
French, Frederick W. 
French, Jonathan 
Fuller, Charles Emerson 
•Fuller, Henry H. 
Galloupe, Charles W. 
Galloupe, Mrs. Charles W. 
Gardner, John L. 
George, Elijah 
Gill, James S. 
Glasier, Alfred A. 
Gotild, Benjamin Apthorp 
Green, Samuel Abbott 
Guild, Courtenay 
Guild, Curtis 
Guild, Curtis, Jr. 
Guild, Mrs. Sarah C. 
Haigh, John 
Hall, Thomas B. 
Hammond, George W. 
Hammond, Mrs. Ellen S. S. 
•Hancock, Franklin 
Hapgood, Warren 
Hart, Thomas N. 
Hart, WiUiam T. 
•Hartt, John F. 
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Haskdl, William A. 
Hassam, John Tyler 
Hastings, Henry 
Haynes, James G. 
Hayward, George 
Hayward, James Warren 
Head, Charles 
Hecht, Jacob H. 
Hemenway, Alfred 
Hemenway, Augustus 
Henshaw, Samuel 
Higginson, Mrs. Henry L. 
*Hill« Hamilton Andrews 
HiU, Henry E. 
Hill. J. Edward R. 
Hill, WUliam H. 
Hoitt, Alfred D. 
Holden, Joshua B. 
Hollings worth. Amor L. 
Hollingsworth, Z. T. 
Holmes, Edward Jackson 
*Homans, Charles Dudley 
^Homans, George H. 
"^Horsford, Eben N. 
Houghton, Clement S. 
Houghton, Miss Elizabeth G. 
Hovey, Henry S. 
Hubbard, Charles W. 
lasigi, Mrs. Oscar 
James, George Abbot 
Jefiries, B. Joy 
Jenks, Henry Fitch 
Jenney, Bernard 
Jones, D. Wayland 
Jones, Jerome 
Kennard, Martin Parry 
Kennedy, George G. 
Kimball, Miss Augusta C. 
Kimball, David P. 
Kimball, Mrs. David P. 
Kimball, Lemuel C. 
Kimball, Mrs. M. Day 
Kuhn, Hamilton 
Ladd, Nathaniel W. 
Lamb, George 
* Lambert, Thomas R. 



Lane, Jonathan A. 

Lawrence, Amory A. 

* Lawrence, Amos A. 

Lawrence, Charles R. 

Lawrence, Samuel C. 

Lewis, Edwin J., Jr. 

Lincoln, Beza 

•Little, George W. 

•Little, James L. 

Little, John M. 

Lockwood, Philip C. 

Longley, James 

Loring, Caleb William 

Loring, William Caleb 

•Lothrop, Daniel 

Lothrop, Thornton K. 

Loud, Charles E. 

Loud, J. Prince 

Low, George D. 

Low, John 

Lowell, Mrs. George G. 

Lucas, Edmund G. 

Lyon, Henry 

MacDonald, Edward 

Mack, Thomas 

Macleod, William A. 

Mann, Arthur E. 

Manning, Francis H. 

•Marshall, J. F. B. 

Marvin, Wm. T. R. 

Matthews, Nathan, Jr. (Hon. Mem.) 

May, Frederick Goddard 

Mayo, Miss Amy L. 

Mead, Mrs. Anna M. 

Merriam, Olin L. 

Merrill, Mrs. Amelia G. 

Minns, Thomas 

Minot, J. Grafton 

Minot, William 

Mixter, Miss Madeline C. 

Moore Frederick H. 

•Moore, George H. 

Moore, Miss Mary E. 

Morse, George Henry 

Morse, L. Foster 

Morss, Charles A. 
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Moseley, Alexander 
Murphy, James S. 
Nichols, Arthur H. 
Norcross, Grenville H. 
Norwell, Henry 
Noyes, James Atkins 
♦O'Brien, Hugh (Hon. Mem.) 
Olmsted, Frederick L. 
*Page, Mrs. Susan H. 
P^ige, John C. 
Paine, Mrs. Mary W. 
•Palfrey, Francis W. 
Palfrey, John C. 
Parker, Charles VV. 
Parker, Herman 
♦Parker, Miss Sarah 
♦Parkman, Francis 
Parsons, Arthur J. 
Payne, James H. 
Peabody, Charles B. 
Peabody, Philip G. 
•Perkins, Augustus T. 
♦Perkins, Mrs. C. P. 
•Perkins, William 
Perry, Charles F. 
P£df, Mrs. Hannah Adams 
Pfeiff, Jacob 
Phillips, Mrs. Anna T. 
Pierce, Henry L. 
Pierce, Nathaniel W. 
Piper, WUliam T. 
Playfair, Lady 
Porter, Edward G. 
Potter, H. Staples 
Prager, Philip 
Pratt, Laban 
Prescott, Walter Conway 
Pulsifer, William H. 
Putnam, Mrs. Mary Lowell 
♦Quincy, George Henry 
Quincy, Mrs. George Henry 
♦Quincy, Samuel Miller 
Reed, James 
Reed, William Howell 
Richards, Henry C. 
Richardson, B. Heber 



Richardson, Edward C. 

Richardson, Spencer W. 

Richardson, William L. 

Riley* James M. 

Ripley, George 

Ropes, John C. 

♦Ross, Alphonso 

Rotch, William 

Russell, Mrs. Robert S. 

♦Russell, Samuel H. 

Rust, Nathaniel J. 

Sampson, Charles E. 

Sampson, Edwin H. 

Sargent, Miss Louisa L. 

Sawyer, Henry N. 

Sears, J. Montgomery 

Shattuck, Frederic C. 

Shaw, Henry L. 

Shaw, Henry Southworth 

Shaw, Henry Southworth, Jr. 

Shillaber, William G. 

♦Shimmin, Charles F. 

Shuman, A. 

Sigourney, Henry 

Skinner, Francis, Jr. 

Slafter, Edmund F. 

Slater, Andrew C. 

Slocum, William H. 

Slocum, Mrs. William H. 

Smith, Joseph W. 

♦Smith, Samuel F. (Hon. Mem.) 

Sortwell, Alvin F. 

Stan wood, James Rindge 

Stearns, Richard H. 

Steinert, Alexander 

Stetson, Amos W. 

Stetson, John A. 

Stone, Charles W. 

Storey, Joseph C. 

S to well, Edmund Channing 

Stowell, John 

Sturgis, Russell 

Sumner, Alfred H. 

Suter, Hales W. 

Swan, William W. 

♦Sweetser, Mrs. Annie M. 



* Deceased. 
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Taft, Edward A. 
Taggard, Henry 
Talbot, Miss Marion 
Taylor, Charies H. 
Thacher, Henry C. 
^Thayer, David 
Thayer, Eugene V. R. 
*Tbomdike, George Qoincy 
Thornton, Charles C. G. 
THeston, James C. 
Tinkham, George H. 
Todd, Thomas 
*Tompkins, Arthur G. 
Tompkins, Eugene 
Tucker, Alanson 
Tucker, George F. 
*Tncker, James C. 
Tucker, Lawrence 
Tufts, Mrs. Susan E. 
Turner, Alfred R. 
Turner, Mis. Cora L. 
Turner, Job A. 
Upham, George P. 
Upton, George B. 
Vose, James W. 
Wadsworth, Alexander F. 
Walker, Francis A. 
Walker, Grant 
Ward, Francis Jackson 
Ware, Miss Mary L. 
Warren, Samuel D. 
Warren, Mrs. Susan D. 
*Warren, WUiiam Wilkins 
♦Waters, Edwin F. 
♦Webster, John H. 
Weld, Daniel 
Weld, Otis Everett 
♦Wentworth, Alonzo B. 
Wesson, James L. 
Weston, Mrs. Frances E. 
Wheeler, Horace Leslie 



Wheelwright, Andrew C. 
Wheelwright, Edward 
Wheelwright, Josiah 
♦Wbeildon, WUliam W. 
Whipple, J. Reed 
White, Charles T. 
White, Mrs. Charles T. 
White, J. Gardner 
White, Miss Susan J. 
Whitmore, Charles J. 
♦Whitmore, Charles O. 
♦Whitney, Henry Austin 
Whitney, James L. 
Whittington, Hiram 
♦Wigg^esworth, Edward 
Wigglesworth, George 
Willcomb, Mrs. George 
Willcutt, Francis H. 
WiUcutt, Levi L. 
WiUcutt, Levi L., Jr. 
Willcutt, Mrs. Mary A. P. 
Williams, Benjamin B. 
\^illiams, Edward H. 
♦Williams, Henry W. 
Wmiams, John D. 
Williams, Miss Louise H. 
Williams, Ralph B. 
Winchester, Daniel L. 
Winchester, Thomas B. 
Winslow, William C. 
Winsor, Robert 
Winthrop. Robert C. Jr. 
Winthrop, Robert Mason 
Wise, John P. 
Woodbury. John P. 
♦Woodman, Cyrus 
♦WooUey, William 
Woolson, Mrs. Annie W. 
Woolson, Miss Eda A. 
Woolson, James A. 
Young, George 



* Deceaied. 



ANNUAL MEMBERS. 



Adam, Robert W. 
Alcott, John S. P. 
Alden, George A. 
Alexander, Eben 
Allen, Mn. Caroline B. 
Allen, Fiank D. 
Allen, George 
Allen, William H. 
Allen, Mrs. William H. 
Allen, Willis B. 
AOey, Arthor H. 
Ames, Oakes Angier 
Ames, Oliver, 2d 
Ames, Samuel T. 
Anderson, Luther S. 
^Andrew, John F. 
Andrews, Charles H. 
Andrews, £. Jones 
Andrews, £dward R. 
Anthony, Edgar W. 
Atkinson, George 
Austin, Charles L. 
Badger, Daniel B. 
Bailey, Charles H. 
Bailey, HoUis R. 
Baird, John C. 
Baldwin, WUIUm H. 
Bancroft, Joseph H. 
Barbour, Edmund D. 
Bardett, Nelson S. 
Bates, Mrs. Isaac C. 
Bates, William C. 
Battelle, Eugene 
Beal, Caleb G. 
Beals, Henry M. 
Beals, J. Whitney, Jr. 
Bean, Henry S. 
Beard, Alanson W. 



Benedict, Washington G. 
Bennett, Theodore W. 
Bent, S. Arthur 
Bicknell, William H. W. 
Bigdow, Samuel A. 
Billings, Robert C. 
Binder, WilUam 
Binney, Matthew 
Bird, Lewis Jones 
Blakemore, John E. 
Blaney, Dwight 
Bliss, James F. 
BoUes, Frank W. 
Bolles, Matthew 
Bouv6, Edward T. 
Bouv6, Thomas T. 
Bowditch, Alexander G. 
Bowditch, Charles P. 
Bowditch, Vincent Y. 
Bowen, Henry W. 
Bowman, Dexter D. 
Brackett, A. C. 
Bradford, George 
Bradlee, John T. 
Bradlee, Samuel 
Breed, Francis W. 

* Bremer, John L. 
Brewer, Edward M. 
Brewster, Frank 
Briggs, Oliver L. 

* Brimmer, Martin 
Brooks, Alfred M. 
Brooks, L. Loring 
Brooks, Mrs. M. Cordelia 
Brown, Alfred S. 
Brown, Edward J. 
Brown, Francis H. 
Brown, Frank Q. 



* Deceased. 
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Dyer, Benjamin F. 
Dyer, Micah, Jr. 
Eager, George H. 
Eastman, Ambrose 
Eaton, Albert 
Eaton, Edward B. 
Eddy, John J . 
Eddy, Otis 

Edmands, A. Lawrence 
Eldredge, Mrs. James T. 
Emmes, Samuel 
Endicott, George Monroe 
Endicott, Henry 
Endicott, William, Jr. 
Eustis, W. Tracy 
Fairbanks, Charles F. 
Fenno, Isaac 
Fifield, Mrs. Emily A. 
Fiske, John M. 
♦Fitz, Eustace C. 
Flanders, Mrs. Helen B. 
Flint, David B. 
Fogg, George O. 
Folsom, Albert A. 
Foster, C. H. W. 
Foster, Eben B. 
Foster, George B. 
Fowler, William P. 
Freeland, James H. 
French, Benjamin 
French, Mrs. L. G. 
French, William A. 
Froth ingham, Edward 
*Frothingham, Octavius B. 
Gaensslen, Augustus F. 
Gaiiield, Erastus C. 
Gardner, George A. 
Gardner, Harrison 
Gaston, William A. 
Gay, Edwin W. 
Gay, Warren Fisher 
Gleason, Daniel A. 
Goddard, George A. 
Goddard, William 
Gold th wait, Joel 
Goldthwait, John 



Goodhue, Francis A. 

Goodwin, Mrs. Horace 

Gookin, Charles B. 

Gorham, James Lane 

Goss, Elbridge H. 

Gould, John M. 

Graves, John L. 

•Green, George H. 

Greenough, Francis B. 

Greenough, William W. 

•Grover. William O. 

Hallowell, Richard P. 

HalsaU, William F. 

Hammer, Charles D. 

Hammond, Gardiner G., Jr. 

Hammond, Mrs. Gardiner G., Jr. 

Harding, George F. 

Harris, George W. 

Hart, Henry W. 

Haskell, E. B. 

Hastings, Albert W. 

Hawley, Mrs. George T. 

Haynes, Henry W. 

Hay ward, Mrs. Elizabeth W. 

Hayward, George P. 

Heard, J. Theodore 

Hedges, Sidney M. 

Hemmenway, Henry C. 

Henchman, Nathaniel H. 

Hersey, Alfred H. 

Hersey, Horatio B. 

Hickok, Gilman C. 

Higgins, Richard R. 

Hills, WiUiam S. 

Hodgkins, William E. 

Hogg, John 

HoUingsworth, Sumner 

Hollis, J. Edward 

Homans, John, 2d 

Homer, Charles S. 

Hoogs, Stephen F. 

Hooper, Edward W. 

Hooper, Samuel Hooper 

Hopkins, Charles A. 

Hopkins, Samuel B. 

Horton, Walter G. 



* Deceased. 
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Horton, WUliam H. 
HowCt John C. 
Howe, Fisher, Jr. 
Hoiriand, J. Frank 
Hubbard, James M. 
Hudson, John £. 
Hnmphreys, Richard C. 
Hnnnewdl, H. H. 
Hnnnewell, James F. 
Hwd, Charles £. 
lasigi, Joseph A. 
Inches, Charles £. 
Jadnon, WOUam 
Jackson, William F. 
Jackson, William H. 
James, Geoi^ge B. 
James, Mrs. John W. 
Jeffirtes, John 
Jelly, George F. 
Jenks, Thomas L. 
Jem^[an, H. M. 
Jewett, Miss Sarah Ome 
Johnson, Arthor S. 
Johnson, Edward 
Johnson, Edward C. 
Johnson, Hiram 
Johnson, Miss Isabel L. 
^Johnson, James C. 
Johnson, Samuel 
Jones, Benjamin M. 
Jones, Clarence W. 
Jones, Frank W. 
Joy, John D. W. 
Kehew, Mrs. Mary M. 
Kellen, WilUam V. 
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON, 
AND THE PRESERVATION OP ITS ANTIQUITIES. 

BY.LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It shall be the duty of members, so £ar as it may be in their power, to 
carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or purchase, 
books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means as may 
from time to time seem expedient. 

II. 

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either 
resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and 
accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors, be 
elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting. 

III. 

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MBMBERS. 

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the Direc- 
tors, and shall be elected by ballot by two- thirds of the members present 
and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society, but shall 
not be entitied to vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS. 

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his admission, and five 
dollars each first of January afterwards, into the treasury of the Society for 
its general purposes ; but if any member shall neglect to pay his admission 
fee or annual assessment, for three months after the same is due, he shall 
be liable to forfeit his membership at any time when the Directors shall so 
order. 

The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one year by any member 
of the Society shall constitute him a life member of the Society ; life mem- 
bers shall be fi'ee from assessments, and entitied to all the rights and privi- 
l^es of annual members. The money received for such life membership 
shall constitute a fimd, of which not more than twenty per cent, together 
with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year. 
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V. 

CERTIFICATES. 



Certificates signed by the President and countersigned by the Treasurer, 
shall be issued to all persons who have become life members of the Society. 



VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The annual meeting of the Society shall be hela on the second Tuesday 
in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of 
every month, excepting June, July, August, and September, at such time 
suid place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called 
by the Qerk, under the instruction of the Directors. 

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com- 
mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk, 
and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by 
ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year, 
and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead. 

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, firom their 
number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof. 

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or 
Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular meet- 
ing of the Society, by the votes of two-thirds of the members present and 
voting. 

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Qerk pro 
timpon shall be chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five 
persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of 
candidates for the places to be filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. 

The President, or in his absence, one of the Directors, shall preside it a. 
meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a Pre^adeo: 
pro tempore shall be chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES OF THE CLERK. 

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties. 

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shaU keep an enn 
record of all the proceedings of the Society at its meetings. 

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place 
on file all letters received. 

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books k^>t for the 
purpose, and issue certificates of life membership. 

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the 
Society as may from time to dme be delegated to him by the Board of 
Directors. 

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and accepted 
in behalf of the Society. 

Xi. 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society* and pay all 
bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors. 

He shall keep a tuU account of the receipts and expenditures in a book 
belonging to that Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of 
die Directors; and at the annual meeting in January, he shall make a 
written report of all his doings for the year preceding. 

The Treasurer shall give bond in the som of one hundred dollars, with 
one surety, for the bdthful discharge of bis duties. 

Xlll. 

IH TIES .\XD FOWERS OF DIRECTORS. 

The Directors »hjdl superintend and cosduct the pfxidential and executive 
bostness of tb<f Society : sKiU aud^jnze all ezpenditores of money ; ta all 
salaries ; provide a cori^.TT^cai seal : lecesve and act upon aH resignations and 
faffieitares of membership, and see that the By-laws are duly complied 



Tlie Directors shal! have niH power to coerpSy with the tems of the lease 
of the rooots in the O'.d State Hoosie. s&a«ie with the City of Boston, and 
fo Eake aB neccsary rules and ir^.ilitx'BS recsired in Uie 
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison of 
the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned to 
the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its correct- 



They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the 
Society. 

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as 
they deem expedient. 

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall have 
power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next meeting of 
the Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS. 

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to 
the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President ; 
special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may 
appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business. 

XV. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two 
Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of 
Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the 
Treasurer ; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report 
upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money. 

XVI. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint four 
standing committees, as follows : 

Committee on the Rooms, 

A committee of seven members, to be styled the Committee on the 
Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members 
ex-officiisy who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms 
(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library, 
offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange- 
ment of the Sodety^s collections in their department. 

Committee on Papers, 

A committee of three members, to be styled the Committee on Papers, 
who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises 
of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society. 
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Comtmttee on MemberMp. 

A committee of five or more members, to be styled the Committee on 
Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the 
purposes of the Society, and increase its membership. 

Committee on the Uhrary, 

A committee of five members, to be styled the Committee on the Library, 
who shall have chai^ of all the arrangements of the Library, including die 
acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts and other objects appro- 
priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement 
of the Sodety^s collections in their department. 

These four committees shall p er f oi m the duties above set fordi, under the 
general supervision of the Directors. 

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their term 
of service shall be filled by the President. 

xvn. 

AMENDMENTS TO B7-LAWS. 

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by 
the vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also 
be made by the like vote at any r^;ular meeting, provided notice of the 
same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent 
to every member. 
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of 496,920 by the 1895 census. She would thus be exceeded 
only by New York with 1,800,000, Philadelphia with 1,140,000, 
and Chicago with 1,450,000. But Chicago, in order to count 
up that number, has had to extend her lines nearly fourteen 
miles from the centre in one direction, going almost to the 
Indiana State line, across miles of treeless, houseless prairie. 

THE OLD CITY. 

Imagine what Boston would be now if the plan of annexa- 
tion had never been adopted. It would contain less than 
200,000 people, and be confined to the South and West Ends 
and the business section. The practice of annexation began 
in 1804, when "Dorchester Neck and Point," now South 
Boston, were attached to the city. In 1855 Washington 
Village, now the lower part of Dorchester Avenue, was 
added to the city domain. Roxbury came in in 1868 ; West 
Roxbury, Dorchester, Charlestown and Brighton in 1874. 

Nature has provided here on Boston Bay the site for a 
grand seaport. A people distinguished by exceptional vigor 
— intellectual, moral and physical — possessing great energy, 
force of character, and tenacity of purpose, made this their 
capital, says a graphic historian. This population impressed 
its character, its institutions and its standards upon the en- 
tire American nation, and Boston has, in its growth, steadily 
kept pace with the growth of the country. 

GROWTH AND PROGRESS. 

The aggregation of a million souls has been rolled up 
from three little settlements that in 1630 established them- 
selves upon two peninsulas and a bit of mainland on Boston 
Bay. Charlestown, Dorchester and Boston, is the order of 
the foundation within a few months of each other. The Bos- 
ton peninsula was first called Shawmut and then Trimoun- 
tain. Other settlements were made in the immediate 
neighborhood within a few years ; Watertown, Newtowne 
(soon called Cambridge), and Roxbury, Braintree, Dedham, 
Milton, Brookline, Maiden and Medford followed in less than 
a generation. Lynn, at the northeasterly verge of the metro- 
politan district, antedated Boston by three years or so. 
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These original towns extended their jurisdictions over enor- 
mous tracts and far into the depths of the wilderness. They 
dotted little centres of trade and outlying farming villages 
here and there over the area now occupied by metropolitan 
Boston. Trade grew and industries were established, — ship- 
building and shoemaking chief among these. Then a pro- 
cess of integration set in, and nearly every separate village 
became the nucleus of a township. The railways accelerated 
the disintegration process by the development of new sub- 
urban villages along their lines. In these ways the thirty or 
more distinct municipalities which constitute what is really 
now Greater Boston came into being. 

Notwithstanding the gibes which are thrown out at Bos- 
tonians for the preponderance of their local pride, by other 
cities, there are many characteristics of this New England 
centre that we may lay to heart as well worth having. 

A LITERARY AND ARTISTIC CENTRE. 

Greater Boston retains the ancient prestige of the older 
Boston as an educational, literary and artistic centre. It is a 
vast hive of colleges, schools, libraries and publishing houses. 

In the way of colleges, besides Harvard, with its 2,000 
students. Greater Boston can boast of the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, with 1,000 students, — one of the great 
and growing scientific schools of the country ; Boston Uni- 
versity (embracing schools of theology, music, law, liberal 
arts, medicine, agriculture, and all sciences) ; Boston College, 
Tufts College (Medford), and the New England Conserva- 
tory of Music, with its corps of 100 teachers. 

In no city in the country is music more thoroughly appre- 
ciated and cultivated, — a fact that is well understood by all 
true musical artists. Then in educational and recreative 
facilities Greater Boston is extraordinarily rich ; the public 
schools, libraries, colleges and universities, free lecture 
courses, art galleries, art schools, — all these are of the high- 
est character. With its fifteen theatres, Boston is called 
by managers "the greatest show town in the country," and 
in musical features the city is extraordinarily attractive. 



BOSTON A RldH CORPORATION. 

The greatness of the business of this corporation of the 
city of Boston may be suggested by a few figures. The 
actual expenditures for the year ending January 31, 1896, 
amounted to $30,318,425 ; the amount of appropriations was 
^14,013,043, to which was added the income from various 
sources, making the sum total to the credit of the city during 
the year, $33, 752,152, with a treasury balance for the year 
1895-96 of $3,434,727, according to Auditor James H. Dodge 
in his last report. 

The total valuation of the city, upon which taxes were 
assessed for the last financial year, was $951,729,828.10. 
The rate for the city was $12.80 per thousand. The total 
of taxes and assessments was $12,402,429.48. The present 
amount of taxable property shows a substantial increase over 
the amount for the year 1891, which was $855,425,044.62. 

SHIPPING INTERESTS. 

Comparatively few of the vast population of Greater Bos- 
ton can realize what a vast amount of passengers, freight 
and live stock leaves this port in the course of a year for 
trans-Atlantic points. 

For the past twenty years it has increased gradually, until 
now it takes from twenty-five to thirty large ocean steamers 
a month to convey the immense amount of live stock alone 
from the port of Boston to the different ports of Great 
Britain. 

In connection with the growth of this great industry, the 
port of Boston has been benefited by the increase in the 
number of large ocean steamers of the most approved type, 
capable of carrying passengers as well as freight, and also 
of making better time for passages to and from the other 
side. 

From the time when it took steamers from fourteen to 
sixteen days to reach Liverpool from Boston, the service has 
been gradually shortened, until at the present time the Bos- 
ton steamers make the passage in from seven to ten days> 
according to weather conditions. 
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Ot;K HEIGHBORIXG CITIES. 

flt^ I'lf'Vf^ft cities of the metropolis outside of municipal 
MhMldfi C'flrnbrld^c, Lynn, Somerville, Chelsea, Newton, 
Mriljl»Mii Wnllhrttn, yuincy, Woburn, Everett, Medford — are 
MfHiu-tlf»l wKh the central city by grand boulevards and 
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parkways. The Greater Boston type of boulevard has a cen- 
tral strip planted with trees and grass, through which, per- 
haps, a double track electric railway runs smoothly ; on one 
side a broad road, and a narrow way on the other. The 
extension of Beacon Street, the pioneer of this type, has also 
a riding-path for horsemen. This splendid thoroughfare runs 
through Brookline, the richest town in America, to Aber- 
deen, in the Brighton district of Boston. Brookline, though 
sufficiently populous for a goodly city, still clings to its town- 
meeting government. Commonwealth Avenue, one of the 
world's famous boulevards, has lately been extended many 
miles, and now runs from the heart of Boston at the Public 
Garden out through the city of Newton, almost to the west- 
erly verge of the metropolitan district. To the southward. 
Blue Hill Avenue is to run as a boulevard from Franklin 
Park through Milton to the Blue Hills, and to the northward 
a similar boulevard is contemplated from Somerville through 
Maiden and Medford to the Middlesex Fells. 

From the facts and statistics thus given, which I have 
thought wise to adopt in this paper, it will be seen that the 
present generation of members of the Bostonian Society, in 
promoting the study of the history of Boston, are soon to 
have on hand a task of much more magnitude than in the 
past : — not only of more magnitude, but certainly of as much 
importance ; for it is certainly of importance that the present 
position of the great business interests of the Boston of to- 
day should be correctly set forth, so that they may be of 
service to the Boston of the future, which will undoubtedly 
show still further progress. 

PRESERVATION OF OUR ANTIQUITIES. 

One of the objects of this Society is the preservation of 
the antiquities of Boston. May not Boston Common be 
classed as one of the antiquities, and may it not be a ques- 
tion as to whether the manner it has been treated the past 
year, and the condition it is now in, tends to its preservation ? 
Another Boston antiquity, or from its historic associations it 
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may well be a national antiquity, is Faneuil Hall. The dan- 
ger to which this building is exposed from fire, saturated as 
the whole lower part of it must be with the grease of a great 
market, is certainly a matter which should attract the atten- 
tion of our city government ; and steps should be taken to 
protect this valuable monument, so intimately connected with 
the history of our country. The building ought to be en- 
tirely freed from all business establishments and placed in 
the custody of those who would keep it as the Old State 
House is to-day, a place of national resort for all interested 
in America's history. 

I have reason to believe that that time-honored institution, 
the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, would gladly 
become the custodians of the building were it thus free, and 
moreover place therein a rare and valuable collection of mili- 
tary and historic relics which would be on free exhibition to 
visitors. It is to be hoped that a vigorous effort in this 
direction may be made the coming year by this Society. 

I would also suggest that a properly prepared tablet be 
placed by the Society on the building now occupying the 
site of the old *' Bunch of Grapes.*' This and similar iden- 
tifications of the location of points of special interest to 
Bostonians appears to be one of the duties of this Society, 
thus carrying out one of the purposes for which it was 
formed. 

I trust these sui;\c:eslions may be acted upon by properly 
appointed committees, so that at our next annual meeting 
we may be enablcu to p^^^int to them as accomplished facts. 

I cannot coneluvie without acknowledgments to the Secre- 
tar\--Trcasurer» and especially the Board of Directors, for 
their cttorts in forw^aniing t>.e interests of the Society the 
past year. Their reports* which will follow, will present in 
detail their work. 

With tViar.ks a*Svi for the corvlial supr^:>rt of the members. 
permit me to conclude with the wish that wc may one and 
all continue our best c.tv^rts to promote the study of the his- 

torv Ok i>o^^on ^.tv* *»»v. ». rvro^-* %«fc.».%v .% v» •^^ .&.«.«.«%• <m«^..v,^. 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 

The Rev. J. P. Bodfish, in behalf of the Directors, pre- 
sented their Annual Report : — 

M7\ President t Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the Bos- 
tonian Society : 

The Directors, as in previous years, beg to present their 
Annual Report. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

At the close of the year 1896 there were in the Society, 

Life Members 376 

Annual Members 550 



Making a total membership of . 926 

The changes in membership during the year were as fol- 
lows : Additions, 33 ; resigned, 26 ; dropped, 20 ; deaths, 29 ; 
showing a loss of 42 in the total membership during the 
year. 

The Directors would urge upon the members the impor- 
tance of proposing and bringing in new members to carry 
on the work of the Society, and fill the gaps which naturally 
occur through death and resignations every year. The ad- 
dition of ladies to our roll of membership has been of great 
benefit to the Society ; they have not only increased the 
permanent Life Membership Fund, but, through their devo- 
tion to the objects which we have in view, many articles of 
great value and historical interest have been added to our 
collection, while their presence at our meetings has given 
greater interest and encouragement to all. We should be 
glad to see their numbers increase. 
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VISITORS. 



The number of visitors to this building in 1896 who regis- 
tered their names was 22,5 14. They have been classified as 
follows : 

From Boston 6>5S8 

" elsewhere in the United States . 14,710 
" foreign countries .... 1,246 

Total 22,514 

This, however, does not adequately represent the number 
of visitors. From the observation of the custodians, it is 
thought that 100,000 would be a fair estimate of the number 
of visitors to the rooms during the year, for a large propor- 
tion do not register. 

We have noticed the intelligent interest of the visitors in 
the mementos of the past which are gathered here for the 
inspection of all, and are deeply impressed with the great 
educational value of our collection, and of the appreciation 
by the public of our efforts to place these object lessons in 
our glorious history within easy access of all. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS. 

The following papers were read at our monthly meetings 
in 1896 : 

February 11 : "The Problem of Street Traffic in Boston," 
by Mr. George G. Crocker. 

March 10: "The Origin, Character and Results of the 
Franklin Fund," by Mr. Samuel F. McCleary. 

April 14 : " The Semi-Centennial of the Invention and 
Revelation of Anaesthetic Inhalation," by Mr. John J. May. 

May 12 : "Words coined in Boston," by Mr. C. W. Ernst. 

November 10 : " William H. Prescott, the Historian," by 
Mr. Samuel Eliot 

December 8 : " Boston Fifty Years Ago," by Mr. Alexan- 
der S. Wheeler. 
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The Directors have to report that the meetings of the 
Board have been well attended, and the work of the Society 
carried on in perfect harmony. This they regard as very 
desirable and important. Study, research, learning — the 
objects of this Society — are among the arts of peace ; they 
languish and die amid contention and strife. 



NECROLOGY. 

The Necrology of the year shows a loss of twenty-nine 
members, four more than the last year, of whom ten were 
Life Members. It is as follows : 

John Lewis Bremer, born in Philadelphia, Nov. 24, 1824; 
died in Boston, Jan. 11. 

Edward Wigglesworth, born in Boston, Dec. 30, 1840 ; died 
in Boston, Jan. 23. 

Edward Turner Rand, born in Charlestown, Dec. 19, 1823 ; 
died in Somerville, Jan. 27. 

William Woolley, born in Lynn, Nov. 23, 1830; died in 
Boston, Feb. 2. 

Daniel Denison Slade, born in Boston, May 10, 1823 ; died 
in Newton, Feb. 11. 

Eben Brewer Foster, born in Boston, Jan. 16, 1839; died 
in Cambridge, March 5. 

Dexter Townsend Mills, born in Needham, April 26, 1830 ; 
died in Boston, March 6. 

Alfred Henry Sumner, bom in Brighton, April 28, 1809; 
died in Boston, April 5. 

Richard Baker, bom in Boston, Jan. 30, 1861 ; died in 
Aiken, S. C, April 13. 

John Hopkins Morison, bom in Peterboro, N. H., July 2$, 
1808 ; died in Boston, April 26. 

Edward Whitney, bom in Watertown, June 6, 1815 ; died 
in Belmont, May 26. 
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Thomas Tracy Bouv6, born in Boston, Jan. 14, 181 5 ; died 
in Boston, June 3. 

Marcellus Ralph Warren, born in Townsend, July 31, 
1836; died in Hull, July 15. 

George Washington Wales, born in Boston, June 4, 1815 
died in Newport, July 7. 

George Winthrop Coffin, born in Boston, Feb. 4, 18 18 
died in Aix-les-Bains, France, Aug. 9. 

Ebenezer Francis Parker, born in Boston, Dec. 31, 1823 
died in Nahant, Aug. 15. 

George Ropes, born in Portland, Maine, June 8, 1833 
died in Lincoln, Aug. 17. 

Gardner Asaph Churchill, born in Dorchester, May 26 
1839; di^d in East Gloucester, Aug. 19. 

John Haigh, born in Dunkelfield, England, Dec. 31, 1832 
died in Somerville, Aug. 20. 

Enoch Pratt, born in Titicut, Sept. 10, 1808 ; died in Bal 
timore, Md., Sept. 17. 

(Mrs.) Ellen Maria Baker, born in Charlestown, Jan. 11 
1827 ; died in Newport, R. I., Sept. 20. 

Oliver White Peabody, born in Springfield, May 9, 1834 
died in Milton, Oct. 23. 

John Hoffman Collamore, born in Boston, Nov. 21, 18 16 
died in Boston, Nov. 3. 

William Tennant Hart, born in Bristol, R. I., May 24 
18 18 ; died in Boston, Nov. 17. 

Benjamin Apthorp Gould, born in Boston, Sept. 27, 1824 
died in Cambridge, Nov. 26. 

(Mrs.) Elizabeth Tilden Linzee Warren, born in Boston 
Aug. 12, 1812 ; died in Boston, Dec. 6. 

James Royce Kendrick, born in Lebanon, N. H., April 3 
1833; died in Boston, Dec. 11. 
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Henry Lillie Pierce, born in Stoughton, Aug. 23, 1825 ; 
died in Boston, Dec. 17. 

George Oliver Carpenter, born in Boston, Dec. 26, 1827; 
died in Boston, Dec. 25. 

Of these, Messrs. Gould, Baker, Hart, Haigh, Sumner, 
Wigglesworth, Woolley, Pierce, Carpenter, and Mrs. Baker 
were Life Members. 

The Society sustained a great loss this year by the death 
of our fellow-director, Mr. George Oliver Carpenter. He 
was conspicuous for his earnest devotion to the welfare of 
the Society. Through his efforts as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Membership, a large number of desirable members 
was added to our rolls. His ability as a financier was dis- 
played to the advantage of the Society on the Committee 
on Finance, while his attractive personality and lovable 
character brought cheer and encouragement to us all. 

At the regular meeting of the Directors, January 1 1, the 
President communicated the death of Mr. Carpenter, which 
occurred December 25, 1896. Remarks deploring his loss 
were made by Messrs. Clark, Bodfish, Hunnewell, and 
Willcutt. The following resolutions were adopted by a rising 
vote : 

" Whereas^ Our honored associate, Mr. George Oliver Car- 
penter, has been taken from us by death in the midst of a 
life of unusual activity and usefulness. 

*^ Resolved^ That the Directors deeply feel the loss the 
Society has sustained by the death of our friend and fellow* 
member. His earnestness and devotion to the interests of 
this Society, his wise counsels and eflficient aid in our work, 
his amiable character and genial presence, have greatly en- 
deared him to us all. 

" Resolved^ That by his death not only this Society, but 
the city of Boston, the place of his birth, has lost a public 
spirited citizen, who by his integrity, high character, and 
sagacity in public affairs, brought honor to his native city. 
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" Resolved^ That these resolutions be entered on our rec- 
ords, and a copy sent to the family of the deceased." 

Respectfully submitted, 

Curtis Guild, 

Joshua P. Bodfish, 

John Lathrop, 

Benjamin C. Clark, 

James F. Hunnewell, 

Levi L. Willcutt, 

David H. Coolidge, 

Edward G. Porter, 

Directors, 
Boston, January 12, 1897. 

Mr. Clark moved the acceptance of the Report and the 
adoption of the resolutions, in a few sympathetic remarks. 
The Report was accepted and ordered printed, and the reso- 
lutions were adopted by a rising vote. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS. 

The Society during the year 1896 has received gifts and 
loans from nearly seventy persons, including testamentary 
offerings from members and others. These gifts and loans 
relate to Boston, its history and inhabitants, and find a place 
on our walls or shelves as fast as received. They indicate by 
their presence the interest felt in the Society, not only by 
our own citizens, but by inhabitants of the State and country. 
It is unnecessary to add, what has heretofore formed the 
subject of complaint, that even with the addition to our 
rooms, our present accommodations are entirely too small 
properly to exhibit our collections. 

The Committee again laments the loss of a chairman in 
the death of George O. Carpenter, who succeeded the late 
Samuel H. Russell. Mr. Carpenter attended regularly the 
meetings of the Committee, and took a lively interest in 
everything which related to the Society's welfare. His wide 
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acquaintance and unflinching loyalty to our organization 
brought many of his friends to our list of membershipi and 
his death will be felt by his associates as a personal loss. 

A detailed statement of the accessions to our collections 
will be prepared for the annual volume of Proceedings. It is 
evident that these collections are sought more and more for 
purposes of illustrating historical work. Magazines like the 
•'Century" have reproduced photographs to accompany es- 
says upon the Rebellion, and students of our local history 
resort to these rooms in growing numbers to consult our 
library and collections. The work which this Society is 
beginning to accomplish is not seen by the public, nor even 
by our own members. It is none the less valuable and per- 
manent. 

For the Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, 

Clerk, 



Mr. C. W. Ernst has kindly allowed the Committee on 
Publication to reprint the paper read by him before the So- 
ciety, May 12, 1896, entitled : 

WORDS COINED IN BOSTON. 

The title of the following remarks is chosen deliberately. 
When the mint of the United States coins dollars, it takes 
old coins, or bars, or metal fresh from the mine, g^ves the 
right stamp, which is nothing but a guarantee of weight 
and fineness, and sends the coin out to serve the people. 
The mint does not create. Man is not a creator. When 
men have need of a new word, to name a new commod- 
ity, or act, or principle, they draw upon the resources of 
their ancient speech, recast or restamp some old word, give 
it a new birth, and send it forth upon its mission. Such new 
words, or fresh coinages, have a birthday, a birthplace, and a 
birthright ; like other children of man, they grow up weak or 
strong ; they migrate, sometimes over wide areas ; occasion- 
ally they marry and have ofiEspring; in the struggle of life 
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they wear off, like coins ; and sooner or later they are melted 
down or die. It is this biographical or human element in 
words and phrases which constitutes their unfailing interest, 
and this interest appeals alike to plain people and the great- 
est students. The reason is plain. Words are the mirror of 
the people that coin them, and they reflect the mind of the 
people rather better, perhaps, than architecture and other 
visible monuments, which perish or vanish. The material 
monuments of early Boston, moreover, are nearly all lost; 
of the eighteenth century but little remains ; of the seven- 
teenth hardly anything, save the written documents and pri- 
vate papers that enable us to rethink and relive the days and 
years when Boston laid the foundation of her honor and 
growth. 

Something remarkable might be expected in the language 
of early Boston. In those days the English language was at 
its best ; and had not a great nation been winnowed to estab- 
lish New England ? The founders spoke the Tudor English 
of Elizabeth and Shakespeare, of John Milton and the King 
James Bible. So prepared, they turned away from the Eng- 
lish Church and State to do those things better in a new 
country. As a matter of law they came here a trading com- 
pany ; in fact they set out as a trading plantation, and soon 
rose to larger duties. It was a kindly star that stood over 
the birth of the Massachusetts town. And we may set down 
that word as the first coinage. The term was not new, but 
it received a new meaning, which it has never lost. We are 
now told that towns were created by the General Court. We 
might as well be told that the American Congress created 
the State of Massachusetts. The General Court that came 
with Winthrop was wholly unprepared, numerically and in 
local information, to assign land, to lay out towns, and to 
endow them with rights. Like the rest, the few members of 
the General Court were glad to find a spot where they might 
establish a shelter. What Winthrop did, the hundreds did 
that came with him. To use a vulgar word, they squatted. 
Winthrop himself, we know, changed his domicile, and he 
did not wait until the General Court gave him permission. 
It is inconceivable that from fifteen hundred to two thousand 
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obstinate Puritans, just arrived in a new world, should have 
stood by, waiting until a few persons called the General 
Court got ready to let them settle down. The plain fact is, 
the many hundreds that came in the great fleet of 1630 did 
their own choosing, and were the last persons in the world 
to let others choose for them. Quite spontaneously they 
settled in a number of places, forming neighborhoods, and 
evolving the Massachusetts town. The part played in this 
early process by the General Court and the Court of Assist- 
ants is touching; it was not directory. The Court of As- 
sistants undertook to issue mandates, but soon turned timid. 
Our early towns, the precedent of later establishments, were 
themselves without a precedent ; they are a native growth, 
and it is vain to look for their counterpart in England or 
India. Nor will the Massachusetts town be well understood 
save by tracing its birth in 1630. The parents, it will be 
found, were the people at large, not the trading company the 
King's charter had intended to create. Nor is there any 
evidence to support the belief that the General Court so 
much as attempted to create the Town of Boston. The Court 
of Assistants named Boston ; but by that time Boston was in 
operation. The naming has been held to take the place of 
incorporation ; but the Court of Assistants could not incor- 
porate, neither could the General Court of the charter. 
When the title in Boston seemed cloudy, or subject to rights 
that accrued prior to 1630, it was the town that removed all 
prior liens. And the house-lots in Boston were not assigned 
by the General Court, but by the town, meaning the actual 
settlers. The first fort we had in Massachusetts was Fort 
Hill ; the other towns helped to build it ; but the title in 
Fort Hill was held by the Town of Boston, and has never 
been in doubt. First by common consent, later by statute law, 
the town became the owner of its soil, and then conveyed 
lots to private owners, giving them a valid title. Neither 
the Crown nor the General Court conveyed any land titles 
in early Boston. Plainly, then, the word town acquired a 
new meaning, and the history of the term in our early records 
is instructive. The leaders appear to have inclined to the 
term "plantation;" the people said "town,*' and by March. 
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22, 1 63 1 » we find the word in its New England sense (Mass. 
Rec, I, 84). That sense remains, with the difference, per- 
haps, between a coin fresh from the mint, and a coin that has 
passed through many hands. 

So novel an institution as the Massachusetts town occa- 
sioned a series of new terms. The place where the town 
met was called the meeting-house. Our Dorchester Town 
Records have the term by October 8, 1633. The word is 
largely secular in meaning. Perhaps the word " church " 
was avoided, for the Massachusetts settlers had no idea of 
being associated with the Church of England. But their 
meeting-house was more than a place for common worship. 
At the Boston Meeting-house were held the General Courts, 
the early law courts, and all town meetings. Accordingly, 
one might ask which interest predominated, the spiritual or 
the temporal. At any rate, temporal affairs were not neg- 
lected ; and there is room, perhaps, for the belief that the 
secular interest controlled. But the term town meeting 
came up slowly, if our public records are to be relied upon. 
It occurs in the Massachusetts Records (I, 275) on Septem- 
ber 9, 1639, and in the Boston Town Records on September 
28, 1640. The earlier form was "general meeting," due, 
perhaps, to the fact that it was attended by men in general, 
without much regard to charter, General Court, or the pre- 
rogative of freemen, whose number was microscopic in 1630, 
and not overwhelming at any time. The characteristic officer 
of the town came to be called "selectman," apparently not 
without some implied warning ; for the select bodies of 
Queen Elizabeth's time (4 Co. jfj were known to the men 
of Boston. We find the term " selectmen " in the Boston 
Records of March 4 and 28, 1642. These selectmen took 
care of the "prudentials," meaning the civil affairs of the 
town, as distinguished from criminal matters, which were left 
to the general government. All these terms remain ; all have 
a local meaning, and all illustrate the English origin of the 
founders, together with the novel experiment they made in this 
New World, when they laid the foundations of a new nation. 

Their proceeding was wholly reasonable. They were not 
given to illusions, and they understood themselves well, both 
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in retaining a certain safe continuity and in taking bold steps 
forward. Perhaps the most radical act of the founders is to 
be found in the proceedings of the General Court of May 14, 
1634. They had originated the town, and were satisfied ; 
for reasons amply justified by time, they now retained the 
outward form of their charter, and changed a trading com- 
pany into a government, which they called '' Commonwealth." 
The word was not new ; the government was. It was a gov- 
ernment of the people and for the people. The oath to the 
King was dropped, and all Massachusetts men were required 
to take the oath of allegiance to the Commonwealth. Repre- 
sentative institutions were adopted ; trial by jury was estab- 
lished ; and, lest Winthrop be timid or too cautious, he was 
displaced. The time was extremely well chosen, as the King 
was too busy to attempt much in Massachusetts. What 
Massachusetts did in 1634, Connecticut repeated in 1639, and 
Parliament itself in 1649. Meanwhile the term "Common* 
wealth," meaning a free government, of the people and for 
the people, is a Boston coinage. It is only a word, to be 
sure ; but that word has been a turning point in the history 
of the English-speaking race. 

Apparently the earliest Americanism is the word " coaster.' ' 
The Massachusetts Records (I, 109) of October i, 1633, ^^^ 
it in the sense of idler, grouping the coaster with tobacco 
takers and fowlers. The word now denotes sliding down 
hill, and is used by all bicycle riders. The word "rum," 
used in the Massachusetts Records of May 6, 1657 (vol. IV, 
part I, page 289), has become universal. Very likely it is 
the old gypsy word, brought here by the university men, and 
popularly applied to the "strong water" the Boston men 
made of West India material, the home supply of corn being 
limited. A true Boston word, now a good Americanism, is 
"lumber." It occurs in the Town Records of April 27, 1663, 
where the police, called "water bailiffs," are instructed to 
"cleare the ends of all streets and wharfes that butt upon 
the watter from all lumber and other goods." The reason 
for the word is not hard to find. Early Boston was a centre 
of shipbuilding, and of much trade in masts, casks, timber, 
sawed wood, and other forest products. These materials 
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came here by boat, and were apt to lumber the harbor front ; 
hence the name. Boston was the first lumber market of 
America, and retained that leadership for about a century. 
Perhaps ''clapboard/' in the American sense, is a Boston 
coinage. It appears in the Town Records of August 29, 
1642, though the practice of making them thinner at one 
edge may be later. Where the English laws mention clap- 
boards, ours say pipestaves, indicating that the word " clap- 
board " soon acquired^ a special meaning in Boston. It is 
not clear that the real estate term " lot " originated in Bos- 
ton. The Town Records have it on March i, 1636, and the 
early pages of these Records show that " lot " is an abbre- 
viation of "allotment." The allotment of land was the chief 
business of the early towns. But for country estates our 
people soon preferred the word "farm," which occurs in the 
Colony Records on May 14, 1634 (I, 121), and looks like a 
misnomer. 

The eighteenth century, great in some respects, was less 
fertile in language than its predecessor. Its best coinages 
refer to traiSc, finance and politics. Boston did not coin the 
word "schooner," which originated in Gloucester; but we 
gave " packet " its American meaning. In England the 
packet is a mail-boat ; in this country, a passenger boat mak- 
ing regular trips over the same course. The date of our first 
packet line is yet to be found, and will not be earlier, I 
think, than Queen Anne's time. The early packets on the 
New York and Philadelphia route were called "stage-boats." 
Over the same route, in part, went the famous " stage- 
wagons" of 1706, managed by Postmaster Hugh Huddy, of 
Burlington, N. J. And, strange as it seems, the term 
"wagon "was rarely heard in Boston prior to the Revolu- 
tion, while very common in New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
throughout the eighteenth century. But "sleigh" was added 
to the American language by Boston men, and the Sewall 
Diary of December 14, 1703, has the word. Plainly the 
term is due to Dutch influence ; it migrated either from 
Leyden, via Plymouth, to Boston, or it came through New 
York. I think Boston forestalled others in applying the 
word " harness " to almost any kind of horse tackling, for the 
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reason, perhaps, that Boston always excelled in leather and 
leather workers. The carriage term " phaeton " appears in 
the Boston Gazette of May 26, 1760, and looks like a Boston 
coinage. At any rate, while we failed in producing heavy 
freight wagons prior to the Revolution, notwithstanding our 
lively trade with Salem and Portsmouth, we excelled in 
pleasure carriages. From the French we took the chaise, 
and, until replaced by the buggy, it was the typical passen- 
ger vehicle, known to Sewall as " shay " on September 20, 
17 1 7. In 1798 the National Government taxed 6,852 top 
chaises, 3,105 in Massachusetts alone. Massachusetts led in 
carriages much longer, and our carriage builders vied with 
one another in coining names for their productions. " Barge,'' 
meaning a sort of picnic affair, has remained local ; but "car- 
ryall,'' meaning a family carriage of light construction, has 
become general. The word is a folk adaptation of the Can- 
adian " carriole," and occurs here by 1829, perhaps earlier. 
One might add that " teaming " and " teamster " have some 
reference, in Boston, to the wagon which carries freight. 
But our word " express," denoting a systematic package ser- 
vice, has become a true Americanism. The term came up in 
1840, the service itself about a century ago. 

Boston invented paper money in 1690, and has given the 
English language a financial vocabulary that proved irresist- 
ible. The popular word for paper money was " currency," 
duly entered as an American coinage in Johnson's Dictionary 
of 1755, and unduly neglected by our own lexicographers. 
What Boston did not know of paper money, medium of ex- 
change, currency, circulation, all sorts of specie, debentures, 
legal tender, redemption, sinking fund, and depreciation, 
during the first half of the eighteenth century, has probably 
not entered the mind of man. Of the financial term '* appre- 
ciation," however, I have no earlier record than December 6, 
1777, when it was used by John Adams (Works IX, 470). 
As will happen, the term came up when our paper money was 
fast declining, though the grammarians tried hard enough to 
confine the meaning of words to things that are. One of the 
terms occasioned by the financial agitation of Boston, the 
word " caucus," has become a part of the English language 
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wherever spoken. I have no quotation of "caucus" prior 
to the Boston Gazette of May 5 and 12, 1760 ; but we know 
the day when the word was occasioned. On February 8, 
1740, the calkers of Boston formed a labor trust. It was a 
novelty, and it was startling. To go with the calkers, then, 
came to mean joining in some cast-iron agreement. The 
term was adopted in politics, and William Gordon, who wrote 
here in 1774, had some difficulty in tracing its history. 

The word " unconstitutional," meaning illegal or not bind- 
ing, is obviously American. It occurs, with "unconstitu- 
tionality," in a report submitted to the Boston Town Meeting 
on December 27, 1782, but may be found earlier. "Elec- 
tioneering " may be English ; it occurs in the Massachusetts 
Centinel of March 28, 1787, and was common by that time. 
"Gerrymander" originated at Boston in the spring of 1812 ; 
and our first city charter, of February 23, 1822, has the novel 
use of "warden," in the sense of ward officer, since toned 
down to a mere election officer, all speech-making at ward 
caucuses having come to an end, possibly owing to foreigners 
who do not know that speech-making is an American birth- 
right. 

A " card " in the newspapers — usually some personal an- 
nouncement — is found in the Boston Gazette of March 13, 
1769, and has become a true Americanism. The word "im- 
migrant" is likewise a Boston coinage, and the preface to 
Jeremy Belknap's History of New Hampshire, Vol. 3, dated 
April 23, 1792, tells the story. Boston men once went so 
far as to have a society for the encouragement of immigrants, 
and they secured an act of incorporation on June 25, 1795. 
It is needless to add that they disbanded in 1798. The word 
remains, and with it the feeling so well reflected in our 
records ever since, say, Roger Williams turned immigrant, 
soon to be transformed into an emigrant. But it was an im- 
migrant, the identical Jean Baptiste Julien that did not invent 
julienne soup, who introduced here the word " restorator," 
on July 12, 1793, which remains as a sporadic folk-word, while 
society patronizes restaurants. 

It is claimed that the word " chromo " was coined in Bos- 
ton, in 1864, by our honored fellow-citizen, Mr. Louis Prang, 
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who probably regrets the history of the little word. And it 
is in sorrow, rather than anger, that we may charge the 
ominous word '' unemployment " to the Massachusetts Bureau 
of Labor Statistics for 1887. 

We have spent much time over American genealogies, and 
the vast labor is not wholly wasted. Perhaps the genealogy 
of the words we speak to those we love, and to others, is 
worthy of like treatment, and may yield a richer harvest. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY. 

The Society has received during the year 1 896, 47 volumes 
and loi pamphlets. Among the more noteworthy are, the 
first volume of the History of the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company, from the Company ; the historical papers 
of the late Rev. Grindall Reynolds, from Mr. James L. Whit- 
ney ; the Centenary of the Columbian Lodge, F. and A. M., 
from the Lodge ; several Fourth of July orations and Artil- 
lery Election sermons, from Mr. W. B. Trask — in all, 18 
pamphlets ; the Memoir of Rev. Baron Stow, D. D., from 
Mr. S. N. Brown ; Addresses before the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanics' Association, from the Society; the 
Life of Charles Bulfinch, from Houghton, Mifflin & Co. ; 
Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolution, from 
the State ; Proceedings of the Bunker Hill Monument Asso- 
ciation (9 volumes and 16 pamphlets), from Dr. Francis H. 
Brown ; a duplicate copy of the Memorial History of Boston, 
in four volumes, from our late member, Mrs. J. Sullivan 
Warren. 

A list of donors is appended to this Report. 

For the Library Committee, 

S. Arthur Bent, 

Clerk. 



The Treasurer presented his annual Report. It will be 
found on page 31. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Nathaniel J. Rust, Chairman of the Committee to 
nominate officers for the current year, submitted, in writing, 
the following Report : 

For Clerk and Treasurer, 
Samuel Arthur Bent. 

For Directors, 



Curtis Guild, 
Joshua P. Bodfish, 
John Lathrop, 
Benjamin C. Clark, 



James F. Hunnewbll, 
Levi L. Willcutt, 
David H. Coolidge, 
Edward G. Porter, 



Albert A. Folsom. 

A ballot being ordered, they were declared elected. 

The foregoing Reports were accepted and ordered printed, 
with such other matter as the Committee on Publication 
may deem advisable. 

The Society then adjourned. 

S. Arthur Bent, 

CUrk. 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY, 1896. 



DONOKS. 




American Historical Association . 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Co. . 
Appleton, Nathan .... 

Bent, S. Arthur 

Boston Art Museum .... 
Boston Public Library .... 
Boston Record Commissioners 
Boston Society of Architects 

Brown, Francis H 

Brown, Samuel N 

Briggs, L. Vernon .... 
Buffalo Historical Society . 
Bunker Hill Monument Association 

Cahill, Thomas 

Callender, John B 

Cambridge, City of ... . 
Carleton, Elizabeth A. ... 

Carter, H. H 

Chase, Mrs. William L. . . . 
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Guild, Jr. 
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Tickets, etc., to meetings commemorative of 
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Copp^s Hill, March, 1896; plan of Boston proper, 
showing changes in street and wharf lines from 
1795-1895. 

A framed collection of theatrical photographs once 
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Franklin Festival, 1867. 

Washington street fifty years ago, a reprint from 
** Gleason^s Pictorial" (3 sets). 

Framed photograph of Chauncy Hall School build- 
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ton Tea-party; portrait of Theodore Parker; 
photograph of Major Geo. L. Stearns. 

Invitation to the celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the discovery of ether, 1896. 

Framed order of procession at the funeral of Sam- 
uel Adams, from the ** Chronicle," October 6, 
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Printed letter of Samuel Appleton to the Town of 
Appleton, Maine ; Museum ticket, etc. 

Steel engraving by Wilson, after Vinton's portrait 
of Rev. Dr. Geo. £. Ellis, one of twenty-five 
printed. 

Menu of the fifth anniversary dinner of the Rox- 
bury Military Historical Society, and other pro- 
gprammes. 
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Thirty-one bound volumes of the bills of the Bos- 
ton Theatre and other theatres, from 1 871 to 
1893-4. 

Political Notices. 

Plaster bust of the Hon. Abbott Lawrence, with 
pedestal. 

Baton used by Charles Hamilton Parker as chief 
marshal of Ward 10 at the Harrison Whig ^ther- 
ing in 1840, and at the funeral procession of 
President William Henry Harrison, 1841. 

Menu of dinner given to Gen. Grant in 1880 by 
Judge Charles A. Peabody of New York. 

Programme, badge, etc., used at the 75th anniver- 
sary of the English High School, May 20, 1896. 

Photograph of His Honor the Mayor, 1896. 

Pen-and-ink and water-color map of Boston, 1864, 
by Nutting. 

Key of the arch over the pulpit of Brattle-street 
Church. 

Framed photo|^ph of the pastors of the Warren- 
avenue Baptist Church. 

Silhouette of E. A. Greenwood, proprietor of the 
New England Museum, Boston, 1834. 

Oil painting by Waters of the ship '* Titan ^^ enter- 
ing Liverpool, partly dismasted. 

Invitation to assist at a meeting to amnf^t for a 
h\r for the Bunker Hill Monument Association, 
|;iven to Mrs. Lemuel Shaw, signed by Mrs. Will- 
iam Appleton and others, July 16, 1840. 

Bank book of the Traders^ Bank, 1833 ; counterfeit 
two dollar bills on the St. Albans Bank ; notices of 
a fiaiir for the Perkins Institute for the Blind in 1833. 

Iron medallion of Benjamin Franklin. 

Oil portraits of Thomas Hancock, 1 703-1 764, 
(uncle of Governor John Hancock), and his wife 
(Lydia Henchman), probably painted by Black- 
burn. 

Broadside advertisement of John Benson, lapidary, 
and William M. S. Doyle, profile artist; political 
broadsides. 

Framed map of Boston worked in silk by Lydia 
Withington Tileston in 1799; the Wimington 
Tileston coat-of-arms ; two large and six small 
silver spoons. 

Cut of an advertisement of the American Confec- 
tionery Store, Harvey & Tileston, 49 Hanover 
street, taken down about 1852. 
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Menu of the dinner at the 228th anniversary of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, 
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Winthrop with Uie former^s autoeraph, and a 
memorandum on the wrapper signea** R. C. W.^ 

Oil painting of the Boston and New York mail 
coach. 
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French, Mrs. L. G. 
French, William A. 
Frothingham, Edward 
Fry, Charles 
Gaensslen, Augustus F. 
Gaffield, Erastus C. 
Gallagher, Charles T. 
Gardner, George A. 
Gardner, Harrison 
Gaston, WUliam A. 
Gay, Edwin W. 
Gay, Warren Fisher 
Gleason, Daniel A. 
Goddard, George A. 
Goldthwait, Joel 
Goldthwait, John 
^^ookin, Charles B. 
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Gorfaam. James Lane 

Goss. Elbridge H. 

Gould, John M. 

Graves, John L. 

Greeno^gfa, Francis B. 

HalloweU, Richard P. 

HalsaU, WiDiam F. 

Hammer, Chaiies D. 

Hammond, Gardiner G., Jr. 

Hammond, Mrs. Gardiner G., Jr. 

Harris, George W. 

Hart, Henry W. 

Haskell, £. B. 

Hastings, Albert W. 

Hawley, Mrs. George T. 

Hayden, Charles R. 

Haynes, Henry W. 

Hayward, Mrs. Elizabeth W. 

Hayward, Geoige P. 

Heard, J. Theodore 

Hedges, Sidney M. 

Hemmenway, Henry C. 

Henchman, Nathaniel H. 

Hezsey, Alfred H. 

Hersey, Horatio B. 

Hickok, Gilman C. 

Higgins, Richard R. 

Hill, Clarence H. 

Hill, Spencer R. 

Hill, Warren May 

Hills, WiUiam S. 

Hodgkins, William E. 

Hogg, John 

Hollingsworth, Sumner 

Hollis, J. Edward 

Homans, John, 2d 

Homer, Charles S. 

Hoogs, Stephen F. 

Hooper, Edward W. 

Hooper, Samuel Hooper 

Hopkins, Charles A. 

Hopkins, Samuel B. 

Horton, William H. 

Howe, John C. 

Howland, J. Frank 

Hubbard, James M. 
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Hudson, John £. 
Humphreys, Richard C. 
Hunnewell, H. H. 
Hunnewell, James F. 
Hurd, Charles £. 
lasigi, Joseph A. 
Inches, Charies £. 
Jackson, William 
Jackson, William F. 
Jackson, William H. 
James, George B. 
James, Mrs. John W. 
Jefiries, John 
Jeffries, Walter L. 
Jelly, George F. 
Jenks, Thomas L. 
Jemegan, H. M. 
Jewett, Miss Sarah Orne 
Johnson, Arthur S. 
Johnson, Edward 
Johnson, Edward C. 
Johnson, Hiram 
Johnson, Samuel 
Jones, Benjamin M. 
Jones, Clarence W. 
Jones, Mrs. Clarence W. 
Jones, Frank W. 
Joy, John D. W. 
Kehew, Mrs. Mary M. 
KeUen, WiUiam V. 
Kellogg, Charles W. 
Kellogg, Edward B. 
Kendall, Joseph S. 
^Kendrick, James R. 
Kennedy, Charles A. 
Kennedy, Miss Louise 
Kent, Prentiss M. 
Kidder, Nathaniel Thayer 
King, D. Webster 
Kittredge, Jeremiah C. 
Knapp, George B. 
Knowles, Henry M. 
Kurtz, Charles Carrroll 
Kurtz, Mrs. Agnes M. A. 
Ladd, Babson S. 
Lamb, Henry W. 



Lancaster, Charles 6. 
Lane, John Ballard 
Langmaid, Samuel W. 
Las Casas, W. B. de 
Lathrop, John 
Lawrence, Edward 
Lawrence, Francis W. 
Lawrence, William 
Lawson, Thomas W. 
Leavitt, Mrs. £. D. 
Lee, Mrs. William 
Leonard, Amos M. 
Leonard, Samuel H. 
Lewis, Mrs. John A. 
Libbie, Charies F., Jr. 
Lilly, Channing 
Lincoln, Frederic W. 
Lincoln, Solomon 
Lincoln, William £. 
Lincoln, William Henry 
Little, Arthur M. 
Little, Edward R. 
Little, James L. 
Little, Samuel 
Lloyd, Andrew J. 
Lockwood, Rhodes 
Longfellow, Miss Alice M. 
Lord, David J. 
Loring, Miss Mary J. 
Lovering, Charles T. 
Lovering, Daniel, Jr. 
Lovett, George L. 
Lowell, A. Lawrence 
Lowell, Francis C. 
Lyman, Miss Florence 
Mackenzie, Alexander 
Macullar, Charles E. 
Mandell, Samuel P. 
Mann, George Sumner 
Mann, Jonathan H. 
Mann, Roland W. 
Marcy, Henry S. 
Marston, Stephen W. 
Mason, Henry Lowell 
May, Miss Eleanor Goddard 
May, John Joseph 
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May, Samuel 
McAlpine, Charles A. 
McQellan, Arthur W. 
McCormack, Frank W. 
McDonald, James A. 
McGlenen, Edward W. 
Mclntyre, Peter 
Mead, Edwin D. 
Means, James 
Merritt, £. P. 
Merritty George W. 
Metcalf, Albert 
Metcalf, Henry B. 
Meyer, George von L. 
Miller, Henry F. 
Mills, Arthur P. 
♦Mills, Dexter T. 
Minot, Francis 
Minot, Laurence 
Mitchell, Thomas S. 
Monks, Richard J. 
Moors, Joseph B. 
*Morison, John H. 
Morse, Miss Annie C. 
Morse, Henry A. 
Morse, Henry C. 
Morse, John T. 
Morton, John D. 
Moseley, Mrs. Alexander 
Moseley, Frederick C. 
Nash, Bennett H. 
Nash, Herbert 
Nash, Nathaniel C. 
Newhall, H. F. 
Newman, William H. H. 
Nichols, Francis H. 
Nichols, Frank W. 
Nichols, Mrs. Fred S. 
Nickerson, Andrew 
Nickerson, James F. 
Noble, John 
North, Frederic O. 
Nottage, Henry B. 
Nowell, Mrs. Harriet C. 
Nowell, Thomas S. 
Noyes, F. A. 



O'Brien, Edward F. 
Otis, Mrs. Wmiam C. 
Page, Mrs. Kate Chase 
Paine, Robert Treat 
Palmer, LeRoy H. 
Park, William D. 
♦Parker, E. Francis 
Parker, George F. 
Parsons, Albert S. 
Patridge, Eugene E. 
Patterson, Thomas F. 
Peabody, Francis H. 
Peabody, Frank E. 
Peabody, Mrs. Frank E. 
Peabody, Frederick W. 
♦Peabody, Oliver W. 
Pearmain, S. B. 
Perkins, Charles B. 
Perkins, Mrs. Elizabeth W. 
Perkins, James D. 
♦Phelps, Arthur D. 
Phelps, Geoige H. 
PhiUips, EUjah B. 
Phipps, Benjamin 
Pierce, Wallace L. 
Piper, Henry A. 
Pollock, Charles 
Poole, Lucius 
Porter, Alexander S. 
Potter, Edward S. 
Powers, Patrick H. 
Prang, Louis 
Pratt, John F. 
Prescott, Alfred U. 
Prescott, George M. 
Pridee, William H. 
Putnam, George F. 
Putnam, Henry W. 
Quincy, Henry P. 
Rand, Arnold A. 
Ratshesky, Abraham C. 
Read, William 
Redfem, Benjamin F. 
Reed^HeniyR. 
Reed, »-*•- " 
Reyr 
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Rhodes, Stephen H. 
Rice, Henry A. 
Rice, John H. 
Rich. J. Rogers 
Richardson, Augustus 
Richardson, Frederick L. 
Richardson, Thomas O. 
Ritchie, John 
Robbins, Elliott D. 
Robbins, George W. 
Roberts, Oliver A. 
Roby, Warren Gould 
Rodocanachi, John M. 
Rogers, Mrs. William B. 
Rollins, £. L. 
Roosevelt, Mrs. Alfred 
•Ropes, George 
Roundy, Franklin F. 
Russell, Arthur H. 
Russell, Edward 
Russell, Edward T. 
Sanford, Seneca 
Sargent, Arthur H. 
Sawyer, Arthur W. 
Sawyer, Joseph 
Sawyer, Timothy T. 
Sawyer, Warren 
Schouler, James 
Seabury, Frank 
Sears, Eben 
Sears, George O. 
Sears, Philip H. 
Shattuck, George O. 
Shreve, William P. 
Shuman, Samuel 
Slade, Lucius 
Smith, Albert O. 
Smith, Charles C. 
Smith, Eugene H. 
Smith, William E. 
Snelling, Nathaniel G. 
Snow, Samuel T. 
Sowdon, Arthur J. C. 
Spear, Edmund D. 
Speare, Alden 
Sprague, Charles F. 



Sprague, Henry H. 
Sprout, William B. 
Squire, Frank O. 
Stearns, James P. 
Stearns, Richard H., Jr. 
Stetson, Alpheus M. 
Stevens, Benjamin F. 
Stevens, Francis H. 
Story, Joseph 
Stowe, William E. 
Stratton, Charles E. 
Strong, Edward A. 
Strout, A. A. 
Sullivan, Richard 
Swan, James E. 
Swan, Robert T. 
Sweetser, John 
Talbot, WilUam H. 
Tapley, Amos P. 
Tead, Edward L. 
Temple, Thomas F. 
Tenney, Alonzo C. 
Thatcher, Franklin N. 
Thurber, Samuel 
Tinkham, Jeremiah 
Titus, Mrs. Nelson V. 
Tolman, James P. 
Torrey, Benjamin B. 
Tower. C. B. 
Trask, William B. 
Tucker, George W. 
Turner, Edward 
Turner, Henry R. 
Tuttle, J. H. 
Ulman, William C. 
Van Derlip, Willard C. 
Van Voorhis, John C. 
Vaughan, Frauds W. 
Vose, George H. 
Wadleigh, Horace W. 
•Wales, George W. 
Wales, John 
Wales, Joseph H. 
Walker, Mrs. Nathaniel 
Wallace, Cranmore N. 
Wallburg, Ottomar 
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Walley, Henshaw B. 
Ward, Reginald H. 
*Warrcn, Mrs. J. Sullivan 
Warren, John Collins 
•Warren, Marcellus R. 
Washburn, Henry S. 
Watson, William 
Way, C. Granville 
Weeks, Andrew G. 
Weeks. W. B. P. 
Welch. Charles A. 
Weld, Aaron Davis, Jr. 
Weld, George W. 
Weld, Mrs. Moses W. 
WeUman, John W. 
Wells, Benjamin W. 
Wells, Mrs. Elizabeth Sewall 
Wells, Samuel 
Wentworth, Arioch 
Wentworth, William P. 
Weston, Thomas 
Wheeler, G. H. 
White, Charles G. 
White. Donald E. 
Whiting, Frederick J. 
Whitman, Henry 
Whitmore, WUliam H. 



Whitney, David R. 
♦Whitney, Edward 
Whitney, Mrs. Edward 
Whittemore, Augustus 
Whittemore, Henry 
Whittier, Albert R. 
Whitwell, Frederick S. 
WUder, William H. 
Willard, Horace Mann 
Williams, Alexander 
Williams, David W. 
Williams, Jacob L. 
Williams, Moses 
Williams, Robert B. 
Williams, Samuel S- C. 
Williams, William C. 
Wilmarth, Henry D. 
Wilson, Henry C. 
Winslow, Winthrop C. 
Winthrop, Thomas L. 
Wolcott, Mrs. Henrietta L. T. 
Wolcott, Roger 
Woodward, C. Elliot 
Woodward, Harlow E. 
Worster, John E. 
Wright. John G. 
Wyman, Edward 



• Deceased. 



BOSTONIAN SOCIETY. 



I. 

OBJECTS. 

It shall be the duty of members, so &r as it may be in (heir power, to 
carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pm- 
chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other snttable means 
as may from time to time seem expedient. 

n. 

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, eidicr 
resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, afler having been proposed and 
accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the DirectofS, be 
elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting. 

III. 

HONORARV AND CORRESPONDING UEHBERS. 

Honorary .md Corresponding membera shall be nominated by the 
Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the mcmbcn 
present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society, 
but shall not be entitled to vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION PEE AND ASSSSSUENTS. 
Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his admission, and §te 
dollars each tirst of January afterwards, into the treasury of the Sodetj far 
its general purjioses ; but if any member shall neglect to pay his admissM 
fee or annual assessment, for three months after the same is due. he duS 
lie liable to forfeit his membership at any 

The payment of the sum of thirty dolla 
of the Society shall constitute him a life n 
bers shall be free from assessments, and e 
leges of annual members. The money r 
shall constitute a fund, of which not mo 
with the annual income, RhatI be spent in 
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V. 

CBRTIFICATSS. 

Certificates signed by the President and countersigned by the Treasurer, 
shall be issued to all persons who have become life members of the Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday 
in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the Second Tuesday of 
every month, excepting June, July, August, and September, at such time 
and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called 
by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors. 

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com- 
mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk, 
and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by 
ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year, 
and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead. 

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, from their 
number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof. 

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Gerk or 
Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular 
meeting of the Society, by the votes of two- thirds of the members present 
and voting. 

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk pro 
tempore shall be chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five 
pointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of 
)laces to be filled. 



PRBSIDIMG OFFICER. 



The PresideDt, or in his abscoce, one of the Directors, shall preside at 
all meedDgs of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a Pna- 
dent pre Umport shall be chosen. 



DUTIES OF THE CLERK. 

The Clerk shaU be sworn to the tiithful discharge of his duties. 

He shall nolijy all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact 
record of all the proceedings of the Society at its meetinp. 

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place 
on file all letters received. 

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for 
the purpose, and issue certilicates of life membership. 

The Clerk shall have audi charge of all property in the possession of the 
Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of 
Directors. 

He shall acknowledge each loan orgifi that maybe made to and accepted 
in behalf of the Society. 

XI. 

DUTIES OF TREASURBR. 

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all 
bills against the Society, nhen approved by the Board of Directors. 

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book 
belonging to that Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of 
the Directors; and at the annual meeting in January, he shall make a 
written report of all his doings for the year preceding. 

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with 
one surety, for the faithful dbcharge of his duties. 



DUTIES AND 

The Directors shall superinter 
business of the Society; shall a 
salaries ; provide a common seal 
forfeitures of membership, and 
with. 

The Directors shall have liill ] 
of the rooms in the Old Stat' 
to make all necessary rules ' 



The; shall annoall;, in the month of April, nuke a careful coiDparison 
of the articles in the poGsessioa of the Sodcty with the list to be returned 
to the City of Bostoo noder the terms of the lease, and certify to its 

They shall make a report of tbdr doings at the annual meeting of the 
Society. 

The Directors may, from time to time, appcunt such sub-committees as 
they deem expedient- 
la case of any vacancy in the office of Qerk or Treasurer, they shall 
have power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro Umpori till the next meet- 
ing of the Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS OP DIRECTORS. 

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to 

the regular nieedugs of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President ; 

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may 

appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business. 

XV. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two 
I>irectors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of 
F'inance, to eJtamine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the 
Treasurer; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to reptort 
upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money. 

XVI. 

STANDING COMMITTBSS. 

The President shall aimually, in the month of January, appoint four 
standing committees, as follows : 

Cvmmiitee on the Roams. 

A committee of seven members, to be styled the Committee on the 

R-vMms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members 

ex--€tfficiis, who shall have charge of all the arnutgements of the Rooms 

ejects appropriate to the Library, 

pictures, and the general arrange- 

department. 

Paptri. 

styled the Committee on Papeis, 
ipers to be read, or other exercises 
of the Society. 
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Committee on Membership, 

A committee of five or more members, to be styled the Committee on 
Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the 
purposes of the Society, and increase its membership. 

Committee on the Library, 

A committee of five members, to be styled the Committee on the Library, 
who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the 
acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts and other objects appro- 
priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement 
of the Society's collections in their department. 

These four committees shall perform the duties above set forth, uader the 
general supervision of the Directors. 

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their term 
of service shall be filled by the President. 

XVII. 

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS. 

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by 
the vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also 
be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the 
same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent 
to every member. 



J 



/ 

{ 



/  



BesTe!."', sc: =". 



^ 



\ 



